


HTA Sixth-former’s trip to Auschwitz-
Birkenau



The Holocaust 
Educational Trust 
Charity

• This trip was made possible because of the work 
of the Holocaust Educational Trust who have 
been working with schools, universities and other 
communities around the UK since 1988 to 
educate young people on the harrowing events of 
the Holocaust. With this, the charity also 
focuses on wider history of Jewish life before 
and after the Second World War as well as the 
war in general.

• The charities work gave two HTA sixth-form 
History students the unforgettable and surreal 
opportunity to experience a day trip to Poland, 
to visit the sights of Auschwitz I and Auschwitz 
II- Birkenau.

• A special thanks to Mrs Simmonds for organising 
our spaces on the trip.



The Lessons 
from Auschwitz 

project

The Holocaust educational trust runs the Lessons from Auschwitz 
project (LFA), where students learn about the events of the Holocaust, 
Auschwitz-Birkenau, Jewish life before and after the war, as well as 
other affected groups. The activities in our project consisted of 
independent modules and two seminars, where we got to meet a 
Holocaust Survivor. These projects helped us prepare for our visit 
which is important 

The lady on the left image in Janine Webb, the Holocaust survivor we got to meet. She shared her 
story, making a point of ‘someone who witnesses a witness, is now a witness to others’ encouraging 
us to educate others on the holocaust.



Our Visit
• Our visit gave us the remarkable 

opportunity to partake in a guided tour 
around the two main sights of the 
infamous locations of the Auschwitz-
Birkenau concentration and death camp 
(We will share our experiences in detail)  

• It is paramount to understand the 
locations we attended are unique in scale 
but nothing else. The crimes committed 
by the Nazi party as well as its 
collaborators against multiple cultures, 
religions and races are seen throughout 
central and predominantly Eastern 
Europe, in many places, not just at 
Auschwitz-Birkenau.



Auschwitz I- The 
Original Location

Originally a Polish military barracks, the 
location was converted into what we know it 
as today by the Nazi forces of the 
Schutzstaffel (SS)

Our visit to the sight of Auschwitz I gave a 
mentally provoking experience in which we 
were guided around the different buildings 
that made up the concentration and death 
camp. The sight has been preserved as a 
memorial to the people who had to 
experience the horrors of being held there. 
The different barracks hold within their 
walls memorials of the murder of 
approximately six million Jewish men, 
women and children by Nazi Germany and 
its collaborators during the Second World 
War and specifically the experiences of 
those who were held against their will in 
Auschwitz 1. 



The rooms hold:

The names of 4.3 million of the 
Jewish men, women and children that 
have been found so far.

Pictures of some of the Prisoners 
that inhabited Auschwitz.

Remnants of the prisoners' personal 
items, most of which was taken to 
Germany to sell

Hundreds of canisters of Zyklon B, 
the chemicals used in the gas 
chambers

The grounds also hold;

The Gallows where Rudolf Hoss, the 
camp commandant, was executed in 
1946

The original Gas chamber



Auschwitz 
II- Birkenau





At the end of the day when we were still in 
Auschwitz, we got to have a memorial ceremony. 
This was an amazing experience, a chance to 
remember those 6 million who died in total in the 
holocaust and to give our respects to all the 1.1 
million people who died in Auschwitz. 



Thank you for listening

Spreading information about the Holocaust is vitally 
important and is necessary to preserve the memory of the 
millions who were affected

We will be working towards completing The Lessons from 
Auschwitz project as well as working on more projects to 
educate students on these events

This presentation was written by Sixth-formers Caleb Le 
long-Mckean and Alex Hobbs


	Slide 1
	Slide 2: HTA Sixth-former’s trip to Auschwitz-Birkenau
	Slide 3: The Holocaust Educational Trust Charity
	Slide 4: The Lessons from Auschwitz project
	Slide 5: Our Visit
	Slide 6: Auschwitz I- The Original Location
	Slide 7
	Slide 8: Auschwitz II- Birkenau
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11: Thank you for listening

