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The Holocaust
Educational Trust
Charity

« This trip was made possible because of the work
of the Holocaust Educational Trust who have
been working with schools, universities and other
communities around the UK since 1988 to
educate young people on the harrowing events of
the Holocaust. With this, the charity also
focuses on wider history of Jewish life before
and after the Second World War as well as the
war in general.

 The charities work gave two HTA sixth-form
History students the unforgettable and surreal
opportunity to experience a day trip to Poland,
to visit the sights of Auschwitz T and Auschwitz
II- Birkenau.

* A special thanks to Mrs Simmonds for organising
our spaces on the trip.




The Holocaust educational trust runs the Lessons from Auschwitz
project (LFA), where students learn about the events of the Holocaust,
The Lessons Auschwitz-Birkenau, Jewish life before and after the war, as well as

from Auschwitz other affected groups. The activities in our project consisted of
project

independent modules and two seminars, where we got to meet a
Holocaust Survivor. These projects helped us prepare for our visit
which is important

OTA AND KATERINA MARGOLIVS

The lady on the left image in Janine Webb, the Holocaust survivor we got to meet. She shared her
story, making a point of 'someone who witnesses a witness, is now a withess to others’ encouraging
us to educate others on the holocaust.



Our Visit

* Qur visit gave us the remarkable
opportunity to partake in a guided tour
around the two main sights of the
infamous locations of the Auschwitz-
Birkenau concentration and death camp
(We will share our experiences in detail)

It is paramount to understand the

locations we attended are unique in scale
but nothing else. The crimes committed

by the Nazi party as wel
collaborators against mu

as its
tiple cultures,

religions and races are seen throughout

central and predominant

y Eastern

Europe, in many places, not just at

Auschwitz-Birkenau.



Auschwitz I- The
Original Location

Originally a Polish military barracks, the
location was converted into what we know it
as today b¥ the Nazi forces of the
Schutzstaffel (SS)

Our visit to the sight of Auschwitz I gave a
mentally provoking experience in which we
were guided around the different buildinﬁs
that made up the concentration and deat
camp. The sight has been preserved as a
memorial to the people who had 1o
experience the horrors of being held there.
The different barracks hold within their
walls memorials of the murder of
approximately six million Jewish men,
women and children by Nazi Germanwnd
its collaborators during the Second World
War and specifically the experiences of
those who were held against their will in
Auschwitz 1.



The rooms hold:

The names of 4.3 million of the
Jewish men, women and children that
have been found so far.

Pictures of some of the Prisoners
that inhabited Auschwitz.

Remnants of the prisoners’ personal
items, most of which was taken to
Germany to sell

Hundreds of canisters of Zyklon B,
the chemicals used in the gas
chambers

The grounds also hold;

The Gallows where Rudolf Hoss, the

5812\ commandant, was executed in

The original Gas chamber



Auschwitz
IT- Birkenau

Originally built in 1941 to be
a prisoner of war camp for
over 125 thousand prisoners
and was then opened as a
branch of Auschwitz in
March 1942 and served at
the same time as a centre for
the extermination of the
Jews. Approximately 1 million
people died Auschwitz IT.




We were guided around the grounds of Birkenau
which had a sense of silence in respect this made
it quite surreal and harrowing to be on the grounds
of where around 1 million died. The arch that
loomed over the entrance gave way for the train
tracks were people were taken through the gates
packed into 50 people in carriage before being
chosen to work or o be executed ,on the platform.
We walked around this site and saw the different
aspects of what was taking place on the very soil
we were standing on such as: what would commonly
be compared to a Horse stall. This is where the
Fr'isoner's kept there for labour would stay. The
iving standards in these huts are appalling. There
would be five hundred people per stall, five peorle
per mattress and triple bunkbeds lining the walls
the crematoriums were the people were executed
then their bodies cremated after. This was
horrifying to see how most of the people died in
Auschwitz and how the ruins of the buildings were
completely preserved. The crematoriums

were blown up after the SS knew that the Soviets
would liberate Auschwitz IT. They did this in an
act of guilt.




At the end of the day when we were still in
Auschwitz, we got to have a memorial ceremony.
This was an amazing experience, a chance to
remember those 6 million who died in total in the
holocaust and to give our respects to all the 1.1
million people who died in Auschwitz.



Thank you for listening

Spreading information about the Holocaust is vitally
important and is necessary to preserve the memory of the
millions who were affected

We will be working towards completing The Lessons from
Auschwitz project as well as working on more projects to
educate students on these events

This presentation was written by Sixth-formers Caleb Le
long-Mckean and Alex Hobbs
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