
When I was a child, I used to keep any pocket money or birthday money in a jar … a 
clear jar. This was so that I could see it [the money[. I would keep the jar next to my 
bed and also take it on holiday with me when we went away in the caravan … just so I 
could see it. Very rarely would I spend any money from it … for that would deplete the 
funds and then the view of the money in the jar would be different. I’d like to think this 
was ‘normal behaviour’ and that other children of my age did the same. Looking back, 
I still cannot work out why I did it. 

Our lives seem to revolve around money. Given the recent impact of Covid and the 
recent cuts made to benefits, a lot of people will be feeling financial strains. And who 
wouldn’t like to be a millionaire and jet off on holiday, buy anything you like and not 
worry about the cost. How many of us hope that our Premium Bond numbers or 
Lottery numbers come up?

In the Scriptures this week, Jesus teaches us that real wealth comes not in how much 
money we have, but in what we do with the wealth (no matter how little or much) that 
we do have. We must not become too materialistic nor attached to our wealth. My 
mother always used to tell me that ‘there would always be someone worse off in the 
world then you’. So Christ encourages us to use our wealth for the benefit of others.  

[Mr Doust]

Real Wealth



Scripture:
Jesus started to leave, but a man ran to him and fell on his knees before Jesus. The 
man asked, “Good teacher, what must I do to get the life that never ends?”

Jesus answered, “Why do you call me good? No one is good except God alone. You 
know the commands: ‘You must not murder anyone. You must not be guilty of 
adultery. You must not steal. You must not tell lies about your neighbour in court. You 
must not cheat. Honour your father and mother.’”

The man said, “Teacher, I have obeyed all these commands since I was a boy.”

Jesus looked straight at the man and loved him. Jesus said, “There is still one more 
thing you need to do. Go and sell everything you have, and give the money to the 
poor. You will have a reward in heaven. Then come and follow me.” He was very sad to 
hear Jesus say this, and he left. The man was sad because he was very rich. 

Then Jesus looked at his followers and said, “How hard it will be for those who are 
rich to enter the kingdom of God!”
The followers were amazed at what Jesus said. But he said again, “My children, it is 
very hard to enter the kingdom of God! And it will be very hard for a rich person to 
enter the kingdom of God. It would be easier for a camel to go through the eye of a 
needle!”



Prayer:
Lord, what must I do?
What must I do to truly live, to live forever?

There are better questions, beloved
Better questions which bring better answers

How shall I love?
Honour the sacred gift of life
Honour committed relationships
Honour what belongs to others
Honour the truth

Who shall I love?
Honour family
Honour the other

See the richness of God’s blessing
daily bread and daily companions
See the preciousness of life
all life, every life

Pope Francis:
‘I ask you to ensure 

that humanity is 
served by wealth, 
and not ruled by it.’

Scripture:

Therefore I prayed, and understanding was given me;
I called upon God, and the spirit of wisdom came to me.
I preferred her to sceptres and thrones,
and I accounted wealth as nothing in comparison with her.
Neither did I liken to her any priceless gem,
because all gold is but a little sand in her sight,
and silver will be accounted as clay before her.
I loved her more than health and beauty,
and I chose to have her rather than light,
because her radiance never ceases.
All good things came to me along with her,
and in her hands uncounted wealth.


