End of Year Staff Liturgy

Introduction [Angus Neal]:

Welcome to our staff prayer service to mark the end of
the school year. The end of the school year means
different things to each of us. Some of us will be moving
on to new places, others to new responsibilities. Whether
summer finds us working, resting, travelling or studying,
in many ways it is a kind of late spring, signalling the end
of one season, and emergence of something new.

Let us take this time to reflect on the blessings of this
school year, to give thanks, and to invite our gracious God
to continue with us as we journey forth through the
changes that summer will bring.

Let us begin, marking ourselves with the sign through
which all things have been made new: In the name of the
Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen




Opening Prayer [Julia Smith]:

Lord God, as we ponder the blessings and challenges of this
past year, grant us the serenity of your Spirit and openness
of heart to the wonders you have done in us and will
continue do in faithfulness to us, your children. We make
this prayer to you through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Reading [Jacqui Fletcher]:

See, | am doing something new!

Now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?

In the desert | make a way, in the wasteland, rivers.

Wild beasts honour me, jackals and ostriches,

For | put water in the desert and rivers in the wasteland for
my chosen people to drink,

The people | formed for myself,

That they might announce my praise.

The word of the Lord.

All: Thanks be to God.




All:

When we live by faith, every ending is the beginning of something new.
Every thing points beyond itself to a Presence without and within;
Every person becomes sacrament;

Every colleague, a companion on life’s pilgrimage.

When we live by faith, time becomes a gift,
And seasons, rivers of grace:
Refining and re-creating us to fullness of life.

See, God is doing something new!

Now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?
Your work is an icon of God’s tireless labours,

To build up what is just,

To strengthen the faltering spirit

To fire the imagination with endless possibilities
For learning, for growing,

For becoming, for being in love.

See, | am doing something new!
Now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?

See...



Gospel Reading [Sam Hewlett-Lloyd]:
A reading from the Gospel according to Mark

The apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him all that they had done and taught. He said to them, “Come away to a
deserted place all by yourselves and rest a while.” For many were coming and going, and they had no leisure even to eat.
And they went away in the boat to a deserted place by themselves. Now many saw them going and recognized them, and
they hurried there on foot from all the towns and arrived ahead of them. As he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and
he had compassion on them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd; and he began to teach them many things.

The Gospel of the Lord.

Temperance 18 reason’s girdle
and passion's bridle, the

Gospel Reflection [Jim Doust] strength of the soul and the

cvoerience thi year toreflect and share,  you wish, | foundation of virtue.

something that you are grateful for having received or been
part of in our school community.

All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Jeremy Taylor




enables usito overcome the
difficultiesin’ our Christian life.

- Catholicsstriving forHoliness-

Prayers Of The Faithful [Maddie Bell]:

For the Christian Church, that as it teaches, it might always be
faithful to the vision of the Gospel entrusted to her by Jesus.
We pray to the Lord...

All: Renew your people, Lord

For all those entrusted with the mission to educate in the light
of faith, that they might find strength and support in their
teaching communities. We pray to the Lord...

All: Renew your people, Lord

For persons whose hunger for knowledge and learning are
constrained by war, violence or poverty, that they might find
solidarity and hope in our response to their needs. We pray to

the Lord...

All: Renew your people, Lord



Prayers Of The Faithful [Patrick Sawyer]:

In thanksgiving for those students and colleagues who have
called forth in us a Gospel response in extraordinary
circumstances. We pray to the Lord...

All: Renew your people, Lord

For the members of our educational community who may be
suffering in hidden ways, that our prayers and compassion

might support them in their struggles. We pray to the Lord...

All: Renew your people, Lord

In thanksgiving for colleagues, friends and students who will be moving on; that God continue to bless them in the new
directions they have chosen. We pray to the Lord...

All: Renew your people, Lord

Let us gather our prayers — those spoken and those remaining in the quiet of our hearts, and unite them with the prayer of
Jesus, using the words he gave us, as we say together ...

All: Our Father...



Closing Prayer [Jim Doust]:

Lord, we give you thanks for calling us to
serve this Christian school community. By the
power of your Holy Spirit, may the seeds of
the Gospel you have planted in hearts and
called us to water in our school continue to
grow.

Grant us a peaceful and restful summer, that
we might be ready to respond with joy to
your ongoing call to serve one another in
Christ, in whom you make all things new.

We make this prayer to you in his name.
All: Amen

And may almighty God bless us, Father, Son
and Holy Spirit.

All: Amen

N \ ',:“ A 1l ) . M
o X “ ’y

~apx . g
"--§ 7B

L
’ {




DEAR PARENTS
"YOU'RE IT!




