
Year 11
Introduction to year 12 History
Get ready for September

Mrs Simmonds



Exam Info –A level

Exam Board OCR
A level course H505 (History A)

YEAR 12 
Y105 A Level: England 1445–1509: Lancastrians, Yorkists and Henry VII 25%



Year 12 History An Introduction to The Wars of the 
Roses and Henry VII

•The causes and course of the wars

•Henry VI

•Edward IV

•Richard III

•Princes in the Tower

•Henry VII



Activity: Capture stills from the short 
film and add captions for them. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8usSAMpuSVI


Course outline
Enquiry Topic: Wars of the Roses 1445–1461

The Outbreak of the Wars 1445–1450

The government of England c.1445; the growth of opposition, the issue of taxation, Henry VI’s advisors, 
patronage, Cade’s rebellion (1450); Henry’s illness (1453–1455); the problem of the nobility; Somerset and 
York; failure in France to 1450 and its impact on government.

The early actions of Richard, Duke of York

York’s return from Ireland (1450); York’s attempted coup (1452); reaction to the birth of Henry’s 
heir (1453); York’s first Protectorate (1454); York’s removal from the Protectorate; York’s response to the 
actions of Margaret of Anjou and the second Protectorate (1455).

War and the defeat of Richard, Duke of York

Battle of St Albans (1455); capture of Henry VI; restoration of York to the Protectorate; government 
of Margaret of Anjou; the role of Neville; the ‘love-day’ (1458); flight of the Yorkists; ‘Parliament of the 
Devils’; Battle of Northampton (1460); York as heir; death of York (1460) and Edward’s claim to the throne.



Enquiry Topic: Wars of the Roses 1445–1461
One source based question worth 30 marks
No choice

1 Using these four sources in their historical 

context, assess how far they support the view that 
Henry VI was responsible for his own downfall. [30]

What this looks like in the exam
Sample paper:



Course outline
British Period Study: England 1461–1509

Edward IV’s first rule and the crisis of 1470–1471
Edward IV’s management of the government; Edward’s relations with the nobility; unrest; marriage to Elizabeth Woodville 
including the Earl of Warwick; relations with France; Edward’s fall from power and the restoration of Henry 1470–1471 
including the role of Margaret of Anjou.

Edward IV and Richard III 1471–1485
Edward IV’s management of government; relations with the nobility; finances; Richard III’s accession; claim to the throne, the 
Princes in the Tower, the removal of the Woodvilles and Hastings; the Buckingham rebellion; government under Richard III, 
policy towards the nobility; defeat by Henry Tudor and reasons for his overthrow.

Henry VII’s rule in England 1485–1509
Henry’s claim to the throne; Yorkist opposition, Lovel, Stafford and Suffolk, the Pretenders, Simnel and Warbeck; relations with 
the nobility, rewards and punishments; royal finances and their administration, opposition to taxation in Yorkshire and 
Cornwall; administration, the personnel, Councils, local government and parliament.

Henry VII’s foreign policy
1485–1509
England’s position in Europe in 1485, Henry VII’s aims; relations with Burgundy, France, Scotland and Spain; treaties of Medina 
del campo, Redon, Etaples and Ayton; marriage negotiations; trade agreements, including Magnus Intercursus and Malus



British Period Study: England 1461–1509
Complete one essay out of a choice of two worth 20 marks

What this looks like in the exam
Sample paper:

The most important reason for Edward IV’s failure to 

establish royal authority in the period 1461–1470 was 

the power of the Earl of Warwick’ How far do you agree? 

[20] 

OR 

3* How successful was the foreign policy of Henry VII? 

[20] 



Text books



Wars Of Roses documentary Dan Jones- 4 episodes



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SB_OThWd-eA


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fG1NpCE1B5k


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TeFRXB1LLYQ


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e3qER3Z3QyA


Reading



Reading



Reading



Reading



Link to reading


