
‘ I was very selfish as a child. When you are one of four children then a lot 
of things became competitive … the consumption of food at the dinner 
table being a prime example … it was a race to get the second helping. Sort 
of survival of the fittest. We were competitive over most things. Sometimes 
in a good way and sometimes in silly ways. I’d like to think I have grown 
out of this mentality now that I’m older but I am sure that there are some 
people who would not be so sure about this.

It is a sign of immaturity to simply put oneself first. In a previous job before 
teaching I had it drilled into me that one should ‘Serve to Lead’ … you put 
those that you are responsible for first; that they are your priority; their 
interests come before your own. This soon became the basis of life as it 
was known back then.

This week sees two of the twelve disciples asking Jesus is they could sit on 
His left and righthand side when they come into heaven … much to the 
annoyance of the other ten disciples! Jesus reminds them very quickly that 
true disciples don’t push themselves to the front of the queue. They are 
here to serve others. They are here to help all others before themselves. 
And so this means that sacrifices will have to be made … no more self-
interest. We today are called to be disciples and make the same sacrifices.     

[Mr Doust]

Discipleship & Sacrifice



Scripture:

Then James and John, sons of Zebedee, came to Jesus. They said, “Teacher, we want to ask you to 
do something for us.”
Jesus asked, “What do you want me to do for you?”
They answered, “You will have glory in your kingdom. Let one of us sit at your right, and let one of 
us sit at your left.”
Jesus said, “You don’t understand what you are asking. Can you drink the cup that I must drink? 
And can you be baptized with the same kind of baptism that I must have?”
They answered, “Yes, we can!”

Jesus said to them, “You will drink the same cup that I will drink. And you will be baptized with the 
same baptism that I must have. But I cannot choose who will sit at my right or my left. These places 
are for those for whom they are prepared.”

The ten followers heard this. They began to be angry with James and John.
Jesus called all the followers together. He said, “The non-Jewish people have men they call rulers. 
You know that those rulers love to show their power over the people. And their important leaders 
love to use all their authority. 43 But it should not be that way among you. If one of you wants to 
become great, then he must serve you like a servant. If one of you wants to become the most 
important, then he must serve all of you like a slave. In the same way, the Son of Man did not come 
to be served. He came to serve. The Son of Man came to give his life to save many people.”

Pope Francis:

“In Church [and 
life] there are 
climbers, and 
there are lots of 
them. It would be 
better for them to 
go north and 
become mountain 
climbers! It’s 
healthier! But 
don’t come to 
Church to climb!”.


