
Easter 5: Jesus, the Vine

Whilst touring French vineyards of Medoc region in 
2003 on my bike, I learnt not only that one can 
almost sleep anywhere after a hard day of visiting 
and cycling, but that the wine makers never added 
water to their vines in order to encourage growth 
for fear that their wine would be downgraded. As a 
result, the roots of the vines would grow to a depth 
of up to 50ft in order to seek out their own water 
and moisture supplies. Hence, the roots and vines 
were incredibly strong.

This week sees the Scripture readings comparing 
Jesus to a grape vine … and we are the branches of 
that vine. Christ, like the vine, is the giver of life. We, 
the branches, can bear no fruit without Him. He is 
our strength and the root of all we do as a school 
community. And as a school we must ensure that 
we too bear good fruit.    

[Mr Doust]



Prayer:
Lord, Jesus Christ

Let us become a true branch on the vine that is You, a 
branch that bears much fruit. Let us accept You in our 
lives in the way it pleases You to come into them: as 
Truth, to be spoken; as Life, to be lived; as Light, to be 
shared; as Love, to be followed; as Joy, to be given; as 
Peace, to be spread about; as Sacrifice, to be offered 
among our relatives and friends, among our 
neighbours and all people. 

Amen.

Scripture:
“I am the true vine; my Father is the gardener. He 
cuts off every branch of mine that does not produce 
fruit. And he trims and cleans every branch that 
produces fruit so that it will produce even more 
fruit. You are already clean because of the words I 
have spoken to you. Remain in me, and I will remain 
in you. No branch can produce fruit alone. It must 
remain in the vine. It is the same with you. You 
cannot produce fruit alone. You must remain in me.

“I am the vine, and you are the branches. If a 
person remains in me and I remain in him, then he 
produces much fruit. But without me he can do 
nothing. If anyone does not remain in me, then he 
is like a branch that is thrown away. That branch 
dies. People pick up dead branches, throw them 
into the fire, and burn them. Remain in me and 
follow my teachings. If you do this, then you can 
ask for anything you want, and it will be given to 
you. You should produce much fruit and show that 
you are my followers. This brings glory to my 
Father.

Pope Francis:
“As the branches are joined to the vine, so you belong to me! But 
inasmuch as you belong to me, you also belong to one another.” This 
belonging to each other and to him is not some ideal, imaginary, 
symbolic relationship, but – I would almost want to say – a biological, 
life-transmitting state of belonging to Jesus Christ.


