Week beginning
Monday 19th
October 2020
Week 2



A reminder that ALL students must wear a

face covering whilst travelling on the school bus



Once at school, this face covering must then be
stored safely in a plastic bag and a new face
covering applied before entering the building



A new / clean face covering must be worn on
the bus journey home

Year 11 Parents’ Evening

Wednesday 21st October
The booking system for Year 11 Parents’
Evening closes on Monday. Telephone
appointments made on Edulink.

Teaching staff will need to stick to the
appointment times so a further call may need

to be arranged if more time is required.

This week the government announced that GCSE and A-level
examinations will take place in the summer of 2021.
Further details including dates will be provided once this
information has been released by Ofqual and the exam boards.
Please do not hesitate to contact Mrs Nickless, our Exams Officer
if you have any exam related queries.
claire.nickless@holytrinity.academy

Parents, a polite

reminder that all
students with PE on

Please Note:

their timetable must

Years 7 & 8

bring football boots.

students will be

These are essential for
safer outside activities
when the ground is wet
or muddy.

doing Rugby after
October half-term

High Performance Learning (HPL)

Holy Trinity Academy is a High Performance Learning (HPL) Pathway School. This means that we are
on our two-year journey to achieving world-class school accreditation.

Based upon a lifetime of research into how learners think and learn, Professor Deborah Eyre provides a framework and philosophy in High Performance Learning that we are establishing as our underpinning pedagogy across the school. For further information use the link below:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xdinMN1PD_c

So, what is High Performance Learning?
Based on 40 years of research in neuroscience and psychology and working with educators across
the globe, the philosophy of High Performance Learning is underpinned by the following principles:
High performance is an attainable outcome for most;
High performance learning offers a systematic approach to building the skills needed to be
successful;
 World-class schools produce students who are both intellectually and socially confident, with a
concern for others and confidence to be college-ready, workplace-ready and life-ready;
 The 20 Advanced Cognitive Performance Characteristics (ACPS) are developed in pupils to reach
the highest cognitive domains and the 10 Values, Attitudes and Attributes (VAAs) support the
development of wider learner features, so vital for lifetime success



As each institution is unique, the High Performance Learning framework allows each
school to interpret the component parts for themselves.
What are the Advanced Cognitive Performance characteristics (ACPs)
and the Values, Attitudes and Attributes (VAAs)
that are crucial to success?
Your child will have a copy of these in their school planners. In school we aim to develop as

many of these as we can as often as we can. Given that students spend 15% of their time in
the classroom, consider what could be achieved outside of school. Take a look through the
ACPs and VAAs – what opportunities are there for you to work with you child to develop
these?

The Expanding Minds documents on our school website list subject specific ideas for
parents. Please get in touch with your child’s teachers if you are looking for more
ideas and opportunities.

Research indicates that when young people consistently practice mindfulness, it lowers
rates of anxiety and leads to better sleep and stronger relationships. Mindfulness helps
young people’s ability to focus and pay attention, which can help with school tasks.

2nd – 13th November 2020
All Holy Trinity Academy Computer Science pupils in all years will have the opportunity to
take part in a national problem-solving competition that will test their computational
thinking, decomposition, algorithms, and problem-solving skills. The tasks can be solved
without prior knowledge but instead require logical thinking.
This competition consists of challenging puzzles set across different age ranges. This is an
increasingly popular contest which previously has students from over 40 countries entering
the competition, which is supported by Google and Oxford University.
The first round of the competition is held in school and students have to try and solve as
many problems as possible in the allotted one hour time slot.
There are six age categories and the highest scoring students from the four oldest age
groups (Elite, Seniors, Intermediate, and Juniors) get the opportunity to be invited to the
Department of Computer Science at Oxford for the finals over two weekends in February.
All students entering will receive points for their house, and generous personal reward
points for the overall winners.

Have a go at the challenge on the next page!
More past competitions can be found at:
http://www.bebras.uk/prepare.html

For more information contact the Computer Science Dpt.

Theme: Belonging to God
Pope Francis:
‘Since many of you do not belong to the Catholic Church and others
are non-believers, from the bottom of my heart I give this silent
blessing to each and every one of you, respecting the conscience of
each one of you but knowing that each one of you is a child of God.’
God.’

Sometimes you just need a break from it all and to have a little bit of space from
the madness and hectic pace of the world. Some days many of us would like to be
alone on a desert island. However, no man (or woman) is an island. No one is truly
alone.
It is always good to feel like you belong somewhere. That sense of being loved and
wanted is a feeling that is hard to match.
So as a Christian community, this week we focus on our sense of belonging to God.
We are precious in His eyes and loved by Him, more than we’ll ever realise.
[Mr Doust]

