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SECTION 1: THE SUCCESSES AND FAILURES OF THE WEIMAR GOVERNMENT 1918-OCTOBER 1933
	9 November 1918
	Abdication of the Kaiser

	January 1919
	Spartacist Uprising

	February 1919
	First Weimar elections

	28 June 1919
	Treaty of Versailles signed

	July 1919
	Weimar Constitution announced

	March 1920
	Kapp Putsch signed

	January 1923
	Occupation of the Ruhr

	January-November 1923
	Hyperinflation

	8-9 November 1923
	Munich Putsch

	1924
	Dawes Plan

	1925
	Locarno Treaties

	1926
	Germany joins League of Nations

	1928
	Kellogg-Briand Pact

	1929
	Young Plan

	October 1929
	Stresemann dies, Wall Street Crash

	1930-1932
	Great Depression


Who took over from the Kaiser?
What was Germany like before World War I?
· Industry and factories developing rapidly – dominated European market.

· Strong army and growing navy.

· Starting to conquer colonies (land abroad) – wanted more
· Led by Kaiser (Emperor) of Germany who was the most powerful figure.
What effect did World War I have on Germany?

· Opposition to Kaiser developed. However, opposition leaders were imprisoned and Germany run as a dictatorship by Kaiser and army generals. No freedom of speech.
· Became very unstable – anarchy (breakdown of law and order) as demobilised soldiers roamed the streets.

· 500 women protested against war in 1915 and in 1916 10,000 workers turned against the Kaiser and government.

· Producing a great deal less food as fewer people working in fields (50% of milk and 60% of butter and meat produced before war) and importing less due to blockades meaning ships could not bring food into country. Led to starvation and disease. ¾ million died due to this.

· Spanish Influenza big killer as disease spread.
· Made Germans feel embarrassed, bitter and angry. Looking for someone to blame.
Why did the Kaiser abdicate?

· Allied forces said that if Germany wanted peace they would have to get rid of Kaiser – he refused at first.

· 25 October 1918 – Sailors mutinied at Kiel (refused to fight).
· 26 October – 5 November - Strikes and demonstrations spread throughout Germany

· 6 November – Soldiers and workers took control of cities such as Hamburg and Munich.
· 7 November – Social Democrats (led by Ebert) demanded abdication of Kaiser. They were the leading party in the Reichstag that had the support of the workers.
· 9 November – General strike in German capital of Berlin. Armed workers and soldiers roamed the street. Kaiser abdicates. Ebert took over as Chancellor.
· Replaced by a German Republic which would be run by parties in the Reichstag (Parliament).

Who were the Social Democrats?

· Took over running country as were most popular party.

· First thing they did was agree to stop fighting (armistice) on 11th November 1918. Later caused problems as called ‘November criminals’ for agreeing to stop fighting.
· Also ordered improvements in living conditions – shorting working day, help for unemployed, better housing and more food supplies. Wanted to help the workers who supported them.
· Guaranteed freedom of speech, religion and a new German parliament.

· Declared Germany a democratic republic – no Kaiser or emperor with people instead voting for their leaders.

· Moderate group – wanted more rights for the people but not revolution.

· Did not change Germany too much as were afraid of losing support of rich elite – landowners and factory owners.
· Organised ex-soldiers into Freikorps (volunteer corps) to help keep control.

· Also had the support of army led by General Groener.
Who were the Spartacists/Spartacus League? 
· Left-wing revolutionaries who wanted more change. They wanted Germany to be run by soldiers and workers councils and not by a Parliament.
· Wanted social revolution like Russian Revolution (1917). 

· Led by Rosa Luxemburg and Karl Liebknecht
· Disagreements over pace of change –some Spartacists wanted to immediately seize power from Ebert’s government whilst others, like Rosa Luxemburg, wanted to wait.

Why did the Spartacist Uprising fail? (5 January 1919)

· Poorly organised – only captured a small number of buildings
· Lacked support of other left-wing groups so only a small number got involved.
· Government had support of around 2000 Freikorps.who crushed the uprising. 100 killed by 15 January and 1000’s more for months after. Freikorps hated Spartacists as believed had caused problems during the war.
· Spartacist leaders murdered (such as Rosa Luxemburg & Karl Liebknecht) which meant they lacked leadership.
Was the Spartacist Uprising a success for the Weimar Government?

· Yes – they had managed to stop the first serious threat to their power.

· No – they had given too much power and influence to the Freikorps
Who won the first Weimar elections?

· Government had moved to a town called Weimar due to problems in Berlin.

· Held elections they had been promising (had not been able to have them earlier due to Spartacist Uprising).

· Social Democrats won the election so became leaders of the government.

· Friedrich Ebert became the new German President and leader of the Weimar Republic.

What other parties existed?

· Communist Party (KPD). Supported by working class. Against Weimar Republic.

· Social Democratic Party (SPD) – Supported mainly by working class. Supported Weimar Republic. Wanted democracy and reforms to help working-class Germans.

· German Democratic Party (DDP). Supported by Middle Class. Supported Weimar Republic. Believed in individual freedom.

· Centre Party (Zentrum). Supported by Catholics and supported Weimar Republic.

· People’s Party (DVP). Supported by middle class – mainly businessman. Supported Weimar Republic but also open to return of Kaiser. Supported policies that promoted trade and industry – making them money.

· National People’s Party (DNVP). Supported by Middle and upper classes – some ex-soldiers. Against Weimar Republic and wanted return of Kaiser.

· National Socialist German Workers Party (NSDAP). Supported mainly by unemployed and ex-soldiers. Some support from middle class and upper class who were scared of Communists. Against Weimar Republic and hated democracy and Communism. Wanted to make Germany great again.
Did the Treaty of Versailles and Weimar Constitution help the government?
Why were German people optimistic going into the Treaty of Versailles?
· Abdication of Kaiser – had met Allies demands to get rid of him.
· New democratic government – led by Social Democrats who were seen to be moderate party. 
· Expectations the Allies would want to help the new Weimar Government to become stable so they could trade with them again.
· American President Wilson’s desire for fairness made clear in his ‘14 Points’
· Other countries were not blameless for the war
What were the terms of the Treaty of Versailles (28 June 1919)?

War guilt

· Article 231 of the Treaty stated that Germany was to blame for causing the war.
Reparations

· As Germany was held responsible for the war, the allies could claim reparations for the damage caused

· In 1921 a special commission fixed a sum of £6,600 million to be paid in annual instalments

· The Treaty also took away 10% of Germany’s industry and 15% of its agricultural land
Germany’s colonies

· Germany’s colonies were handed over to the League of Nations, who gave them to Britain and France to run
Military restrictions

· Air force was disbanded

· Army limited to 100,000 soldiers

· Navy limited to 15,000 sailors, six battleships and no submarines

· Rhineland occupied by the Allies for 15 years and no German troops allowed in this area

Territorial losses

· Alsace-Lorraine returned to France

· West Prussia and Posen (Polish Corridor) lost to Poland

· Saarland taken over by the League of Nations for 15 years
What problems did the Treaty of Versailles cause?

· People believed they had been ‘stabbed in the back’ by the new Weimar politicians – believe they had accepted defeat when they did not need to. Led to great resentment and anger already being aimed at Weimar government, early after its establishment.

· Caused great deal of economic problems and lack of stability in the future.

· People called it the ‘shameful diktat of Versailles’ and believed it had been forced upon them. Were not allowed to attend discussions at Paris Peace Conference.
What was the Weimar Constitution? (Announced on July 1919)
· As the Kaiser had left it was important that the country set up a new constitution (set of rules) about how to run the country. There had been no need before as the Kaiser had done whatever he wanted!
· Constitution said would be President at the top who was elected every seven years. He would control army, navy and airforce.
· President appoints Chancellor who is from the Reichstag and is normally from the majority party. He would be responsible for day to day running of country – schooling, healthcare, taxation.
· The Reichstag was the Parliament and its members were elected every 4 years. They would introduce the laws. Has a system of voting called Proportional Representation (if you got 10% of vote in election you would get 10% of seats in Parliament – 1 vote% meant would get 1% of seats in Parliament– this means that even smaller parties have a say in the Parliament. 
· All adults can vote over the age of 20 and have equal rights and freedom of speech.
What were the strengths of the Weimar Constitution?
· All Germans had equal rights, including the right to vote

· Proportional representation made sure parties had the same percentage of seats in parliament as they did in the election

· Provided a strong President  to keep control over the country in an emergency

· Each state had its own assembly to represent local interests

What were the weaknesses of the Weimar Constitution?
· It was too radical an experiment given the dangerous nature of German society after the war. Freedom of speech would lead to a rise in opposition. 
· The Weimar Republic had many enemies and it was not sensible to give equal rights to those who wanted to destroy it.
· Proportional Representation encouraged lots of small parties so no one party ever had enough seats to form a majority government. This made it hard to reach decisions and mean there could not be a strong government.
· The president could use Article 48 to become a dictator (do what he wanted) in an emergency.
· Local states could resist the authority of central government
What challenges did the Weimar Government face 1920-1923?
What happened during the Red Rising in the Ruhr?

· Groups of workers (50,000) led by Communist party occupied Ruhr region.

· German army, with help of Freikorps, crushed rising with 1,000 workers killed.

· Communist party had weak leadership and no clean plan. Protests not that well supported.
Who were the Freikorps?

· Former soldiers in the German army

· Right-wing, conservative organisation who did not like change. Had helped Ebert put down Spartacist Uprising (1919) – this has given them unexpected power/authority.
· Hated Treaty of Versailles (1919) - many had been forced to leave the army. Blamed Weimar Government for signing it.
· Government ordered Freikorps to disband which caused even more anger.
· Led by Wolfgang Kapp – around 12,000 Freikorps marched into Berlin and declared new national government.

Why did the Kapp Putsch fail? (March 1920)

· Lack of leadership - General Ludendorff supported Kapp, but other senior army leaders failed to lend their support

· Putsch (attempted to overthrow government) centred on Berlin – didn’t spread to rest of Germany

· Weimar Government continued - able to relocate to Dresden and carry on functioning.
· People tired of revolution - Spartacist Uprising occurred 1919 and did not want any more change.
· General strike with workers in Berlin refusing to work. Showed that people in Berlin did not want Kapp and Freikorps in power. Kapp and Freikorps left when this happened.
· Freikorps never punished for what they did during Kapp Putsch.
What happened during the Invasion of the Ruhr? (January 1923)

· Germany did not keep up with reparation payments.
· January 1923, French and Belgian troops marched into the Ruhr - legal under the Treaty of Versailles.
· They beat up workers and over 100 killed. 150 000 workers thrown out of homes.
· Factories & industrial production ground to a halt
· The Germans workers responded with passive resistance (refused to work) and the government supported them in this. This made Germany even poorer as producing nothing.
What impact did this have? (January-November 1923)

· German government printed extra banknotes to cover costs of reparations and passive resistance – cover wages.
· This was made even harder as the Ruhr wasn’t producing anything for government to sell.
· Value of money goes down when too much is printed and shops increase prices to compensate. The more money the printed the faster prices went up.
· Pensions and savings lost as money became worthless. This caused a lot of anger. People used paper money as fuel.
· Many small businesses collapsed as normal trade became impossible.
· Wages lost all value – people were being paid every hour as prices changed so much. Led to some starvation.
· Some people did benefit – such as those with debts – who now found them easy to pay off.
· People blamed new Weimar government, which had agreed to reparations under the Versailles Treaty
· Caused long term anger against Government – never forgotten.
What happened during the Munich Putsch? (8-9 November 1923)
· Nazis (right-wing extremists) plot a putsch against the Reich government.

· Angry at Stresemann calling off passive resistance and believed were giving in to French.
· Led by Ludendorff & Adolf Hitler’s National Socialist (Nazi) Party launch an attempted revolution in Munich, the capital city of Bavaria.
· Hitler and 600 of SA burst into Beer Hall where leader of Bavaria, von Kahr, was speaking and forced him to support them.
· Hitler marched into Munich with SA. Putsch crushed by army who found out what was going on. Had not been properly planned and had allow von Kahr to leave.
· After trial Ludendorff freed & Hitler given lenient sentence

To what extent did the Weimar Government recover by 1929?
How far did Gustav Stresemann and America help to deal with the problems 1923-1929?

· Experienced politician who set up his own party – made Chancellor (August-November 1923) but did not have support in government to stay in power, then became Foreign Minister (1924-1929)
How did Stresemann deal with the economic problems?

· August 1923 – Stresemann called off passive resistance and factories begin working again. Economy began to recover and French and Belgian armies withdrew in 1925.
· October 1923 – Government destroys old currency
· January 1924 – Introduces new temporary currency called the Rentenmark and limits amount in circulation. This brings an end to hyperinflation.
· Later introduces new permanent currency called the Reichsmark.
· 1924 - Dawes Plan – US lent 800 million marks and gave Germany longer to pay reparations.

· American factories (such as Ford and Gillette) invested in Germany and this led to more jobs being available. 
· 1929 - Young Plan reduced the amount Germany had to pay in reparations by 60% from 132 million to 37 million.
· By 1929 industrial production was higher than it had been before the war
· Construction – Much better facilities throughout Germany with 3 million new homes and improved hospitals, schools and roads.
How did Stresemann improve relationships with other countries?
· 1925, Locarno Treaty with GB, France., Italy and Belgium guaranteeing its frontiers and promising not to fight.
· 1926, Germany joined League of Nations – now had a greater say in European issues.
· 1928, Kellogg-Briand Pact – ‘the solution of all disputes shall only be sought by peaceful means’. Agreed to no future wars between 65 countries.
How did Stresemann improve the situation in Germany?
· Improvement in economic situation – more jobs and wages.

· From 1928 more stable government. – Social Democrats formed a coalition supporting Weimar Republic and this made it easier to pass laws. Before this had been 14 governments in space of a few years and could not agree decisions.
· Decline in support for extremist parties due to the recovery politically and economically (Nazis won 12 seats in 1928 Reichstag elections and got only 2% of the vote)
What problems remained?
· American loans – reliant on them as seen during Wall Street Crash
· Depression in agriculture – farmers earning half national average.
· Still problems with unemployment – never fell beneath 1 million.
· Some felt taxes too high and being spent on poor – this angered the rich.
· Extremes of wealth and poverty – still large lower class and very wealth industrial class.
· Extremism (Nazis / Communists) still posed a threat – believed should have reversed Treaty of Versailles and Stresemann was wrong to work with European countries.
· Some remained angry at Stresemann for continuing to accept the Treaty of Versailles, reparations and not fighting against it.
· 1925 - Hindenburg elected President – he was an opponent of Republic

· October 1929 - death of Stresemann meant they lost an influential leader
· October 1929 - Wall St. Crash
· Hyperinflation never forgotten – people felt cheated and blamed Weimar.
· Opposition to end of passive resistance – believed it showed weakness.
What was Weimar Culture like?
· Paintings focused on what Germany was actually like at the time – called ‘New Objectivity’. Associated painters such as George Grosz and Otto Dix.

· Cinema was very important with epic films such as Metropolis produced. Many showed women as strong, mysterious and glamorous – Marlene Dietrich one actress becoming famous for this.

· New style of Architecture with slogan ‘Art and Technology – a new unity’. Very different approach based on designers called Bauhaus.

· Theatre no longer classical works. Instead ‘theatre of the time’ – showing problems. One example Salesman of Berlin.
· Cabaret and nightlife became famous – Berlin famous for daring floor shows, risqué songs, naked dancing and travestite balls.

How did the Great Depression effect the government?
Why did it happen?

· The German economy’s recovery after the inflation of 1923 had been financed by loans from the United States. 
· The German economy was in decline prior to the Wall Street Crash. There was no growth in German industrial production in 1928-9 and unemployment rose to two and a half million.

· On the 24th October 1929, “Black Thursday”, there was panic selling on the New York Stock Exchange reacting to a business crisis in America. Early the following week, “Black Tuesday”, 29th of October, panic selling set in again. Share prices went into freefall. Ten billion dollars was wiped off the value of share prices in one day. 

How did this effect Germany?
· As a result American demand for imports collapsed. American banks saw their losses mount and they started calling in their short term loans with which so much of German economy had been financing itself for the past five years. Germany had to give money back.
· Firms began to cut back drastically. Industrial production fell quickly and by 1932 it was 40% of its 1929 level. To make matters worse in 1931 a number of Austrian and German banks went out of business. . 
· Unemployment rose from 1.6 million in October 1929 to 6.12 million in February 1932. 33% percent of the workforce were now unemployed. 
How did the Government deal with the problems?
· The new chancellor, the Centre politician Heinrich Bruning, followed a policy where government spending was cut in order to keep inflation under control and keep German exports competitive. He increased taxes, reduced salaries and reduced unemployment assistance. This angered the people.
· While it was good economic thinking at the time, it only worsened the situation. The banking collapse in 1931 made matters even worse. 
· Bruning was so unpopular that when he travelled by train he had to keep the blinds down as when people caught sight of him, they threw rocks! He was nicknamed the “hunger chancellor” because starvation spread.

· Given the unpopularity of Bruning’s policies, he found it very difficult to get a majority in the Reichstag. He relied on Article 48 and the emergency powers of the president to get laws passed. By 1932, parliament was being largely ignored and people thought this was not democratic.
What impact did this have on political parties?
· People deserted the democratic parties in droves and turned to either the Communists or the Nazis. 
· In the election of 1930, the Nazis made their electoral breakthrough winning 18.3% of the vote and 107 seats in the Reichstag (compared to 12 in 1928) while the Communists won 77. 
· Both parties were opposed to the democratic system and used violence against their political opponents. Hitler’s Brownshirts clashed frequently on the streets with their Communist enemies.
Section 1: revision questions
1. Why did most Germans hate the Treaty of Versailles?

2. Did the Weimar Constitution help or hinder the strength of the Weimar Government?

3. Which opposition group posed the greatest threat to the Weimar Government between 1919 and 1923?

4. How important was the USA, amongst other factors, in making the Weimar government successful in the years 1924-1929?

5. Why did the Weimar government face opposition between 1919 and 1923?

6. What sort of problems did the Weimar Republic face in the 1920s?
7. Did Stresemann succeed in solving the problems faced by the Weimar Republic?

8. Was hyperinflation the most damaging event to the Weimar Republic?

9. Was the Weimar Republic a complete failure?

10. Which problem was Stresemann most successful in dealing with?
Section 1: Useful Websites

http://www.historyhome.co.uk/europe/weimar.htm
http://www.johndclare.net/Weimar_revision.htm
http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/weimar_germany.htm
http://www.schoolshistory.org.uk/weimar.htm
Revision cards

Aftermath of World War One
1. When did World War One end?
11th November 1918, with an armistice

2. When was the Treaty of Versailles signed?
June 1919

3. What was Article 231?
War Guilt Clause – blaming Germany for the War

4.How many soldiers was Germany allowed under the terms of the Treaty?
100,000

5. What are ‘reparations’?

Payment for the damages caused by the War
6. How much was Germany faced to pay in reparations?
£6,600 million

7. Under the original terms how long would it have taken Germany to pay back the reparations?.

Until the 1980s

8. What happened to Germany’s colonies?
Taken away and run by France & Britain on behalf of the League of Nations

9. Which part of Germany was ‘demilitarised’?
Rhineland

10. Give 5 reasons why Germany was angry with the terms?
Couldn’t afford reparations, lost industrial areas, lost pride in armed forces, had to accept blame for war, lost colonies and trade

11. What happened to Kaiser Wilhelm II after the armistice?
Forced to abdicate and fled the country

12. Who took control of the government of Germany after the Kaiser left?
Ebert and the Social Democrats formed a new republic

13. Why was it called the Weimar Republic?
It was formed in the town of Weimar, outside Berlin – Berlin was too dangerous at the time
14. What was the Reichstag?

The German Parliament
15. Who was the first president of the Weimar Republic?

Friedrich Ebert
16. How often was the president elected?

Every 7 years
17. What system of voting was used?

Proportional representation
18. List 3 major problems with the new Weimar Republic?

Difficult to reach decisions because there were so many parties, there were extremists because of proportional representation, they were forced to sign the Treaty of Versailles and so were blamed for its terms, they were dependent on the Freikorps to protect the government

Revision cards

Weimar German - general
.

1. Who were the main leaders of the Spartacist Uprising? 

Rosa Luxemburg and Karl Liebnecht

2. Give 1 aim of the Spartacists:

Hold a left-wing revolution similar to one in Russia; get rid of Kaiser; remove Weimar government

3. Give 2 reasons why the Kapp Putsch failed:

Lack of leadership - General Ludendorff supported Kapp, but other senior army leaders failed to lend their support; Putsch centred on Berlin – didn’t spread to rest of Germany; Weimar Government continued - able to relocate to Dresden; People tired of revolution - Spartacist Uprising occurred 1919; General strike

4. List 2 terms included in the Treaty of Versailles:

War guilt; reparations; military restrictions, e.g. 100,000 soldiers; territorial losses, e.g. Saarland, de-militarisation of Rhine, loss of colonies

5. List 2 strengths of Weimar constitution:

All Germans had equal voting rights, PR, strong president, state representation

6. List 2 weaknesses of Weimar constitution:

Too liberal, e.g. PR & lifting of censorship; PR led to small and extremist party representation; article 48 gave president too much power; states could be hostile to national government; coalitions

7. List 3 major, separate crises that occurred in 1923:

Occupation of Ruhr; hyperinflation; Munich Putsch

8. List 2 major achievements of Gustav Stresemann:

1925, Locarno Treaty with GB, Fr., It. guaranteeing its frontiers; 1926, Germ. joined League of Nations; 1928, Kellogg-Briand Pact – ‘the solution of all disputes shall only be sought by peaceful means’; Stable govt. – Social Democrats formed a coalition supporting Weimar Republic; Decline in support for extremists (NAZIs won 12 seats in 1928 Reichstag elections); Rentenmark; 1924, Dawes Plan – US lent 800 million marks; 1925, French ended occupation of Ruhr; 1929, Young Plan, reduced reparations 60%; 1928, industrial production topped pre-war levels; Construction – infrastructure, 3 million new homes

9. List 2 dangers which Germany faced after Stresemann’s death in 1929:

American loans; Depression in agriculture; Extremism (NAZIs / Communists);1925, Hindenburg elected President – opponent of Republic; 1929, death of Stresemann; 1929, Wall St. Crash

10. List 2 things Nazis would have hated about culture under the new Weimar government: liberalism, e.g. in cinema; sexual freedom; lifting of censorship; experimentalism, e.g. in art and architecture such as expressionism and Bauhaus
Revision cards

Problems with Weimar, 1919-23
1. Why was there so much unrest in Germany between 1919-23?

People were poor & starving after WWI; anger over the terms of the Tr of Versailles; Weimar government was seen as weak and ineffective

2. Who were the ‘November Criminals’?

Members of the Weimar government who had signed the treaty of Versailles

3. When was the Spartacist Uprising?

1919
4. Who led the uprising?

Karl Liebnecht and Rosa Luxemburg
5. What political idea inspired the leaders?

Communism
6. What were there aims?

To overthrow the Weimar government and introduce communism to Germany?
7. Why did they fail?

Poorly organised; death of the leaders; Freikorps put the uprising down
8. Name another uprising that occurred in 1920?

The Kapp Putsch

9. Who led this uprising?

Wolfgang Kapp and members of the Freikrops

10. What were there aims?

To overthrow the government and set up a right-wing dictatorship

11. Why did they fail?

Members of the government fled to Weimar and continued to govern from there; there was a general strike

12. What is significant about the death of Walter Ratheneau?

He was assassinated by former Freikorps members, he had been foreign minister and he was Jewish – it shows growing hatred of the government and Jewish people being blamed

13. What 3 crises occurred in 1923?

Occupation of Ruhr, hyper inflation, Munich Putsch

14. In 1918 an egg would have cost ¼ mark. How much would it have cost by November 1923?

80 million marks

15. How often were wages paid?

Twice a day

16. Why did the middle classes suffer particularly badly under hyperinflation?

Because their savings became worthless
Revision Card

Stresemann and Recovery
1. Who became Chancellor in August 1923?

Gustav Stresemann

2. What did he tell workers to do in September 1923?

Stop passive resistance at the occupation of the Ruhr and return to work

3. What was the Dawes Plan?

Plan introduced by an American banker, Charles Dawes, to help Germany pay off its reparations more easily

4. When was it introduced?

1924

5. What was the name of the new currency introduced by Stresemann to replace the worthless German marks?

Rentenmark

6. When did French and Belgian troops finally leave the Ruhr?

1925

7. What was signed in October 1925?

Locarno Treaty

8. What did this achieve?
Germany agreed its Western frontiers

9. When did Germany finally join the League of Nations?
1926
10.  What was important about the Kellogg-Briand Pact?
Germany was one of 65 countries which promised not to use violence to settle disputes

11. What did the Young Plan achieve in 1929?
Replaced the Dawes Plan, reducing reparations by ¾ and gave Germany 59 years to repay them

12. Why was the Wall Street Crash, 1929, so significant for Germany?
It had borrowed large sums of money from the USA to help pay off its debts

13. Why were the years 1923-29 often known as the ‘Golden Era’?
There was more freedom of expression and many artists and writers produced some of their most famous work

14. Who was Fritz Lang?
He directed a famous Weimar film about a futuristic city called, ‘Metropolis’

15. Which experimental playwright wrote some of his best plays at this time?
Bertolt Brecht

16. What was Bauhaus?
A new, minimalist style of architecture

17. What did conservative Germans think about much of this new culture?

They thought it was immoral, unpatriotic and untraditional
SECTION 2: THE RISE OF THE NAZI PARTY 1918-1933

	November 8-9 1923
	Munich Putsch

	February 1924
	Hitler on Trial

	30 January 1933
	Hitler becomes Chancellor

	27 February 1933
	Reichstag burns down

	 March 1933
	Enabling Law

	April 1933
	Gestapo set up

	April 1933
	Boycott Jewish shops

	May 1933
	Trade Unions closed

	June 1933
	Concordat Catholic Church

	July 1933
	All political parties banned

	June 1934
	Night of the Long Knives

	August 1934
	Death of Hindenburg


How did the Nazi Party develop?
When was the Nazi Party set up?
· Hitler, angry at defeat in World War 1 (blaming Communists and Jews) had job working for the army checking up on extremist groups in Munich.

· September 1919 sent by army to a meeting of German Workers Party led by Anton Drexler.

· Weeks later became 55th member and February 1920 helped to draft the party’s 25 point programme. Party renamed NSDAP – National Socialist German Workers’ Party.

· Party aims to conquer Lebsnraum (living space), abolish Treaty of Versailles, destroy Weimar Republic, destroy Communism, remove Jews from positions of leadership, provide strong leadership, nationalise important industries, develop a pure race, help small businesses, provide generous old age pensions, focus on loving country and physical fitness..

· From 1921 supported by SA (Brownshirts/Stormtroopers). ‘Private Nazi army’ who were mostly young men or former Freikorps. Used to protect speakers at Nazi meetings, break up other meetings and intimidate opposition.

· NSDAP taken over and led by Hitler who was a charismatic public speaker and had mass support.

· By 1922 had 3,000 members.

Was the Munich Putsch a success or failure?

· Hitler was angry at ending of passive resistance during Ruhr crisis – saw it as giving in to French. Planned to overthrow government with support of Bavarian government and army.

· 8 November took over meeting of Bavarian leaders and took Bavarian Prime Minister Kahr hostage. However, stupidly let him go as they were preparing to march on Munich. Kahr informed Weimar Government and they sent troops to put down march on 9 November. 16 Nazis killed.

· February 1924 trial of leading members of Putsch took place.

· Successes for Nazis
· Showed how weak Weimar Government was at trial as gave him national platform to share his thoughts

· Showed Hitler’s ability as an orator and speaker

· Lenient sentences (released 9 months into 5 year sentence)
· Learned from time in prison that needed to use democratic techniques and get voted into power rather than fight
· Provided more time to prepare

· Wrote Mein Kampf ‘My Struggle’ book in jail to clarify ideas and give clear focus.
· Failures – 

· Putsch a failure

· Nazis died

· Party banned afterwards and lost supporters.
How did the Nazis change between 1924 and 1929?

· After Munich Putsch, NSDAP (Nazi Party) banned. Two weeks after Hitler’s release from jail the ban on party was lifted. Party relaunched on 27th February 1925 (in same beer hall in Munich!). At the same time the Hitler Youth was set up.
· Hitler determined to use political rather than violent means to gain power.
· Targeted working classes, who suffered badly during hyperinflation.
· Anti-Semitism of NSDAP had great appeal to many of working class who felt their jobs were threatened by Jews.
· Nazi policies appealed to middle classes and farmers. Middle-classes suffered most during 1923. Farmers suffered due to depression in agriculture & slump in grain prices.

· Anti-communist (Russia had become the world’s first Communist nation in 1917 and many in Germany feared the same would happen)
· Appealed to Germany’s love of strong, charismatic leadership (similar to  Kaiser) and appealed to Germans’ sense of history
· Ran evening classes for their members and local leaders (gauleiters) organised public meetings.
· Adopted raise right arm as a salute and swastika as their symbol.
· Political speakers were specially trained. SA used to protect speakers and remove opposition where they were speaking

· Clever use of propaganda, targeting concerns of ordinary people and hatred of Weimar
· Membership Increased from 50,000 in 1925 to 150,000 in 1929.
· However, SDP (Social Democrats) remained largest single party (1928, 153 seats) whilst Nazis had only 12 seats in the Reichstag.
Who were Hitler’s henchmen?
	Categories
	Josef Goebbels
	Hermann Goering
	Rudolf Hess
	Ernst Röhm
	Heinrich Himmler
	Richard Heydrich
	Martin Bormann

	Background
	Middle class background – son of an office worker

Didn’t fight in WWI due to crippled foot
	Middle-class background

Fought in WWI – Ace fighter pilot
	Pilot & soldier during WWI


	Working class background

Captain in Army during WWI
	Chicken farmer from Prussia 

Fought briefly during WWI


	Son of a musician, well educated. Jewish grandfather!
	Son of a postman, briefly fought in World War 1

	Character
	Highly-educated and intelligent – gained PhD in language studies

Brilliant public speaker
	Womaniser & socialiser

Greedy & arrogant

Collected art, gambled and drank long into the night!
	Unambitious and didn’t crave power in the same way other Nazis did
	Tough, brutal but efficient leader

Joined Freikorps and helped crush the Spartacists
	Frail, timid youth

Hard-working & precise, 

Couldn’t bear to watch executions
	Ruthless, selfish, calculating and evil
	Ambitious, clever, cold and calculating.

	Work for Nazis
	Joined party in 1922

Chief of Propaganda

Close ally of Hitler

Edited Nazi newspaper, Volkische Freiheit (‘People’s Freedom’
	Joined party in 1922

Put in charge of Stormtroopers (SA)

Eventually in charge of Luftwaffe (German Air Force) and economic organisation called, ‘Four-Year Plan’
	Joined NSDAP in 1920

Deputy of Nazi Party and dealt with matters of administration

Plane crashed over Scotland and was arrested and spent remainder of war in prison
	Joined German Workers’ Party (name of Nazi Party early in its life)

Set up and ran SA for Hitler in 1921
	Head of SS & Gestapo – Hitler’s body guards and the secret police
	Joined in 1931. In charge of Gestapo from 1936 and controlled Czechoslovakia after invasion. In charge of murder of mentally disabled.

Key role murder squads that patrolled countryside looking for Jews. Assassinated in 1942
	Joined party in 1925. Was in charge of Gauleiters (Nazi area leaders) so knew what orders were given. Workers as Hitler’s secretary, second-in command and bodyguard.


What impact did the Great Depression have?
What happened during the Great Depresion?
· October 1929 – Wall Street Crash led to depression across world. Massive job losses, businesses closed as America recalled loans.

· Businesmann lost businesses or income fell, half 16 to 30 year olds unemployed by 1933, farmers’ prices continued to fall and 40% factory workers unemployed and benefits cut.

How did the government react to events?
· Weimar government unwilling to print more money or increase expenditure – memories of 1923!

· Chancellor raised taxes and reduced unemployment benefit which caused a lot of anger.
· Social Democrats withdrew from Weimar Government which weakened them.
· Hindenburg used Article 48 to pass laws – not very democratic!

· Hindenburg was keeping Weimar going – but he secretly hated the new republic and what it stood for!

How did this help to develop Nazi support?
· People become radicalised. Lost faith in the government and turned to alternative groups who offered a different solution to the problems.
· Nazis blamed Weimar Government for signing the Treaty of Versailles and said they were led by Jews 

· Led to violence with 500 killed during 1932 elections as Nazis realised it was their opportunity to gain power.
How did Hitler become Chancellor?

Why did Hitler end up becoming Chancellor?
· Hindenburg lost confidence in Bruning, who had been Chancellor during the Great Depression, and they quarrelled about land reform. 
· In June 1932 Bruning was replaced as chancellor by the equally unpopular von Papen . His government had absolutely no support and this was shown in the election of July 1932. 
· The result was a disaster for democracy in Weimar Germany. The Nazis received 37% of the vote and 230 seats in the Reichstag, becoming the biggest party, while their communist enemies got 89 seats.  A majority of Germans had voted for non-democratic parties. Political violence intensified with twelve people killed on the day of the polls.
· The election of November 1932 saw a decline in Nazi support but they still remained the largest party in the Reichstag. Von Papen tried to form an agreement with Hitler to work with him but Hitler refused because he wanted to be Chancellor.. 
· November 17 1932 - Von Papen resigned due to lack of support was replaced as chancellor by von Schleicher. Hindenburg refused to appoint Hitler.
· Von Papen immediately began to plot against von Schleicher and met Hitler. They agreed that Hitler would become the chancellor of a government made up mainly of von Papen’s supporters with von Papen as deputy-Chancellor.
· Von Scheicher resigned on January 28th 1933 because Hindenburg refused to pass laws for him using Article 48.

· Hindenburg who disliked Hitler, was persuaded to appoint him chancellor on the 30th of January by von Papen.
What was most important in Hitler becoming Chancellor?

· Government mistakes – von Papen agreeing to work with Hitler and Hindenburg for choosing his friends to become Chancellor rather than people who would gain support.
· Great Depression – hit different people in society. Government failed to deal with it and people turned to the Nazis.
· Weaknesses of Weimar Government – failed to deal with Great Depression and people feared repeat Hyperinflation, still blamed for Treaty of Versailles. Opposition were weak and did nothing to stop Hitler.
· Hitler’s leadership skills – Used propaganda and rallies to show Hitler as a strong figure. Campaigns focused on Hitler’s personality and portrayed him as a ‘superman’. Use of powerful speeches.
· Nazi tactics – party reorganised to make it more disciplined and effective at campaigning (Hitler flies across Germany in 1932 as part of his Presidential campaign). Party flexible and would change ideas if they were unpopular. Good choice of policies which focused on economic problems (need for jobs and food) and Treaty of Versailles. Use of propaganda, new technology, Hitler youth and SA.
How did Hitler set up a dictatorship?

What initial challenges did Hitler face?

· Falling support in Reichstag and elections
·  Hitler could be sacked at any point by Hindenburg
· Only 3 Nazis in 12 man Cabinet
· Papen planned to use Hitler as puppet and compared him to mouse.
What events were most important in developing his power?

	Date
	Event
	Why it was important

	4 Feb 1933
	Hindenburg passed decree saying election meetings had to be announced 24 hours before hand
	Hitler would be able to send Nazi-controlled police to these meetings to break up opposition groups. Used SA as part of police force.

	27 Feb 1933
	Reichstag burned down
	With ‘evidence’ of a Communist plot, Hitler was able to go to Hindenburg and try to get him to ban the Communist Party

	1 March 1933
	Hindenburg passes ‘Protection Law’
	The new law gives Hitler the power to deal with the so-called ‘Communist plot’ to take over Germany
Communists banned from taking part in March elections. Leaders arrested. Newspapers shut down
Hitler won 288 seats in March election (out of 647 seats) but NOT a majority

	23 March 1933
	Nationalist Party joins Nazis and Nazis intimidate voters.

Hitler uses his majority to pass the Enabling Act


	Hitler could make laws without referring to Reichstag. He also didn’t have to worry about Hindenburg

	7 April 1933
	Nazis put in charge of local councils & police

Gestapo formed
	Gave Hitler power over regional government, policing and he could set up a complex surveillance network to identify opponents of his regime

	2 May 1933
	Hitler banned all trade unions and merged them into one Nazi organisation – the German Labour Front (DAF)
	TUs were a major force in German politics. They could no longer complain about pay & conditions or organise opposition to his regime. Able to control the workers.

	14 July 1933
	Banned all political parties in Germany by ‘Law Against the Formation of New Parties’


	Created a single-party state in Germany. Nazi Party was the only official party.

	30 June 1934
	Night of Long Knives
	Ernst Rohm and 100s of regional SA leaders arrested & shot. All potential opposition to Hitler was removed. Ensured loyalty of the army as they signed oath. Climate of fear created.

	2 August 1934
	Death of Hindenburg
	Hitler merged the roles of President & Chancellor. Hindenburg was an opponent of Hitler and had now been removed.

Army were ordered to swear an oath of loyalty to Hitler.


Section 2: Revision questions
1. Was the Munich Putsch a success or a failure for the Nazi Party?

2. How did Hitler develop the Nazi Party between 1924 and 1932?
3. Why did the Nazis have little political success before 1930?

4. How important was the Depression, amongst other factors, in bringing Hitler and the Nazis to power in 1933?
5. Did Hitler get to power due to Nazi strength or Weimar government failures?

6. Which event was most important in Hitler building up his power after January 1933?

7. Who was most responsible for Hitler becoming Chancellor?
8. Which of Hitler’s henchmen was most significant in his power?
Section 2: Useful Websites
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Rise of the Nazi Party Germany

Revision questions
.

1. When was Hitler born? 

1889

2. What medal did Hitler win during WWI?

Iron Cross, twice

3. What was the name of the Nazi Party before Hitler joined?

German Worker’s Party (DAP)

4. What was the name of the party after 1920?

National Socialist German Workers’ Party

5. What was the private army called which protected Nazi leaders & harassed opponents?

SA

6. What was the Munich Putsch?

Attempt by Hitler & Nazis to take control of local government in Bavaria and then march on Berlin

7. List 3 ideas Hitler expressed in Mein Kampf

Aryans were master race; Austria & Germany would join – Anschluss; reverse Treaty of Versailles; Germans needed more space to live – Lebensraum; other races were inferior, e.g. Jews

8. How many members did the Nazis have by 1925?

Less than 30,000

9. How many seats did the Nazis win in the 1928 Reichstag elections?

12

10. Give 3 reasons why the Depression helped the Nazis

Caused massive unemployment – 6 million by 1933; Nazis had clear policies for tackling unemployment, e.g. public works schemes; Weimar governments kept changing and seemed ineffective; people were willing to try more extremist groups like Nazis; Hitler promised strong leadership; Nazis promised to reverse shame of Treaty of Versailles; some supported their anti-Semitic views

11. How many members did the Nazis have by 1930?

300,000

12. How many seats did the Nazis win in the 1930 Reichstag elections?

107

13. Why were the 1932 presidential elections a key success for Hitler and the Nazis?

Hindenburg didn’t win a majority in first round; Hitler got 36.8% of vote

14. What was the highest number of seats won by the Nazis in free elections?

230 seats in July 1932

15. List 3 ‘dirty tactics’ used by the Nazis in the March 1933 Reichstag elections:

Controlled news media; opposition meetings banned; used SA to terrorise opponents; organised mass arrests of Communists; Hitler was able to pass the Enabling Act giving him emergency powers to pass decrees without using Reichstag
SECTION 3: HOW DID THE NAZIS KEEP CONTROL 1933-1939
	1933
	Marriage Law and Sterilisation Law

	1933
	Concordat with Catholic Church

	1933
	New Plan introduced

	1935
	Nuremburg Laws passed

	1935
	Lebensborn programme introduced

	1936
	Berlin Olympics

	1936
	Compulsory Join Hitler Youth

	1937
	Goering introduces Four Year Plan

	8-9 November 1938
	Kristallnacht

	September 1939
	Outbreak World War II

	September 1939
	T4 Programme introduced

	1942
	Wannsee Conference and Final Solution

	1944
	July Bomb Plot

	30 April 1945
	Death of Hitler


How did Hitler use terror and propaganda to keep control and co-ordinate life (gleichschaltung)?
What were the Nazis trying to achieve?

· A strong Germany with a decisive leader to rearm Germany and break the Treaty of Versailles.

· A one party state with no opposition.

· A powerful economy with strong industry.

· A racially pure ‘Aryan’ race with no degenerate groups damaging them.

· A Volk (Community) of pure Nazis who were loyal to Hitler and there highest loyalty was to the Nazi party. Every organisation would be controlled by the Nazis.

Was Hitler really in control of Germany?

· Rarely got up before late morning and spent time watching films and walking.

· Very indecisive and unwilling to make decisions – scared of losing authority.

· Decisions make by closest advisors as Hitler hated paperwork – only liked military side of ruling.

· Different organisations in competition with one another within party – Hitler played them off against each other. Each group wanted to make Hitler happy so that they had influence. Led to inefficient and mixed policies – improvised and made up ideas and kept changing.

· Controlled people using a number of techniques and organisation
How did Hitler use terror to keep control?

	SS
	Concentration camps
	Gestapo
	Police, the courts & prisons
	Informers

	SS stands for Schultz-Staffel or ‘protection squad’

Originally  squadron of 500 men forming Hitler’s personal bodyguard. Led by Heinrich Himmler.

Developed into a force of 50,000 elite perfect specimens of Aryan men

Ruthless & fiercely loyal to Hitler

Helped crush Hitler in Night of Long Knives

Distinct black uniform

Unlimited power to arrest without trial, search or confiscate property

Developed fighting sections, e.g. Waffen SS
Death Head Units ran concentration camps
	Originally temporary prisons set up by SA and SS, specialising in political prisoners e.g. Communists and trade union activists

Inmates were regularly tortured and ‘re-educated’

By 1939, concentration camps had expanded to provide slave labour e.g. manufacturing weapons

During WWII developed into mass extermination camps
	Originally Prussian secret service, run by Goering

From June 1936, became state secret service run by Himmler

Tapped phones, intercepted mail and conducted spying operations

Used torture and surprise to extract confessions from suspects
	Nazis took control of existing system of courts
Judges took an oath of loyalty to Hitler

Courts displayed Nazi insignia, e.g. Swastika and eagle of the Third Reich

Number of crimes punishable by death rose from 3 (1933) to 46 (1943), including listening to foreign radio or publishing anti-govt leaflets

Bosses of all police forces were Nazis.
	Nazi Party had a strong local structure

Towns divided into local units called ‘Blocks’. Block warden visited each block to collect donations

Block leaders wrote reports on residents, which could determine whether they got jobs or not

Reported on every activity, e.g. telling anti-Nazi jokes, holding illegal meetings or not flying the Nazi flag on celebration days


How did Hitler use propaganda to keep control?

· Led by Josef Goebbels who was made Minister for Public Enlightenment and Propaganda in 1933. Led Reich Chamber of Culture which decided which musicians, books and songs could be released. Had to be a member to get any work.
Newspapers & publishing

· Book publication controlled by Ministry for People’s Enlightenment

· Nazis established an official publishing house - Eher Verlag

· By 1939, Nazis controlled 2/3 of Germany’s newspapers

· Threats to people who cancelling subscriptions to newspapers.
· Book burnings of opposition books – all banned
· Model Nazi book produced – given guidance on topics (Superiority Aryans, ideal mothers, evilness Communist and Jews, heroic Hitler)
Radio

· 6,000 public loudspeakers

· Cheap radios Volksempfänger ‘People’s Receiver’
· Between 1932-9 the number of families with radios rose from 25% to 70% 

· Mixture of drama, light entertainment & news

· Only receive national broadcasts – not from abroad to stop foreign ideas.
· “the spiritual weapon of the totalitarian state” (Goebbels) 

Cinema

· Film going quadrupled between 1933 and 1942

· Mixture of entertainment & news 

· Admission only allowed at start. Had to watch trailers about Nazi party.
· Anti-semitic films produced - Jud Suss – story of an evil Jew

· Propaganda films produced about strength of Nazi party such as Leni Riefenstahls ‘Triumph of the Will’ & ‘Olympiade’
Music

· Folk songs, marching music and classical e.g Bach, Beethoven and Mozart. Black music banned such as jazz

Theatre

· Focused on German history and political drama.

Architecture

· Focused on ‘monumental’ buildings like ancient Greece or Rome. Homes expected to be ‘country style’ to show focus on family and youth.

Art

· Preferred art which showed heroic figures, power of master race or rural family scenes. Set up House of German Art 1937 to show these.

· Exhibition of ‘Degenerate Art’ which was banned showed what bad art was– actually more popular than other exhibition!

· Pictures also focused on ‘Cult of Hitler’ showed as strong, hard working, heroic family man.

Berlin Olympics

· August 1936 – used to showcase Nazi ideas and show modern, well organised, civilised and that Aryan’s racially superior. Goebbels built a brand new stadium and used new technology such as television cameras and had the largest stop clock ever built.
Festivals & rallies

· September 1933-38, Nuremberg rallies. Big shows of force with parades, displays and speeches
· Mixture of public spectacle, military parade & propaganda

· Festivals and celebrations, e.g. Hitler’s Birthday, Munich Putsch Day & Founding of Nazi Party Day

How did Hitler control men, women and children to develop volksgemeinschaft (A Nazi Community)?

How did Hitler use Youth Organisations to control children?
· Tradition of youth groups in Germany (Volk culture)

· Alternative youth groups closed

· From 1936 membership compulsory

· Well organised – different groups for different ages. Led by Baldur von Schirach.
· Boys – Little Fellows (6-9), German Young People (10-13) Hitler Youth/Jugend (14-18)

· Girls - League of Young Girls (10-13), League of German Maidens (14-18).
· 1939 – 8 million members! (80%) of people

· Range of activities – games, sports, physical education, parade, camping – all appealed to young people
· Girls also focused on caring for children, cooking and housework to prepare for later role.

· Boys being trained as soldiers and many members of the Hitler Youth went straight into the army and were used during World War II.
· Children were brainwashed into loyalty to Führer

· Fed anti-Communist & anti-Semitic hatred

· Children believed they were helping the war effort.
How did Hitler use schools to control children?
· All teachers had to join Nazi Teachers’ Association – 97% did.

· Used to indoctrinate children and prepare them physically. Focus on fitness instead of academic ability.
· P.E. given 15% of school time – had to pass exam to stay in school.

· History focused rise of Nazis and hatred Treaty of Versailles/Jews

· Biology focused on race and population control.

· German focused on national identity and heroes and Hitler’s speeches.

· Geography on lands lost under Treaty of Versailles and need for lebensraum (living space)

· Mathematical sums involved Jews and persecution.

· Religious Studies dropped from 1937 as Hitler became more willing to challenge church.
· Girls also studied domestic science and eugenics – how to produce perfect offspring.

· Leadership schools also set up to prepare the best – called Napolas.

· Future political leaders  trained at ‘Adolf Hitler Schools’.

· Life difficult for Jewish children in the schools – bullied and persecuted.
Did any youths oppose Hitler?
· Some hated Hitler youth and 20% never joined. Some grew to hate it even more during World War II when greater focus on war effort and military training.

· Swing clubs – disrespectful to the Führer, e.g. ‘Heil Benny’ greeting

· Edelweiss Pirates – Not an organised movement but name used to classify all teenage anti-Nazi youth groups. Rejected whole Nazi idea and bullied members of the Hitler Youth

· Some youths sheltered deserters & escapees

· White Rose group – led by Sophie and Hans Scholl distributed Nazi propaganda

What did Hitler want women to be like?
· Inspired by Gertrude Scholtz-Klink - ideal Nazi woman ( Aryan, Nazi, 4 children). She was made Head of Women’s Bureau but little actual power politically.

· Women expected to not have a job, be in the home, having children and caring for family. Focus on the ‘Three K’s’ – Children (Kinder), Church (Kirche) and Cooking (Kuche).
· Focus on good housewives – used leftovers to prepare ‘Eintopf’ meal.  Given mothercraft and homecraft classes.
· Dressed in traditional German clothes and should be athletic and not smoke. Should not wear makeup or dye hair.
· Expected to bring up children to worship Führer & join Hitler Youth
· Focused on increasing birth rate and being good mothers – healthy, promoted traditional family values

How did Hitler control them to be like this?
· Women were encouraged or forced to leave their jobs, e.g. all women doctors and civil servants sacked in 1935. 

·  ‘Honour Cross of German Mothers’ – bronze for 4 children, silver for 6 and gold for 8.

· 1933 – Law for the Encouragement of Marriage - Loans given to new brides who agreed not to take a job. Given 1000 marks and for every child they had they paid back 250 marks less.
· 1936 – Lebensborn programme meant that unmarried Aryan women were asked to become pregnant by racially pure SS men.

· 1938 – changed divorce law to allow divorce if husband or wife could not have children.

· Number of marriages and numbers of babies increased.

· However – women did not give up their jobs easily and went into different lines of work.

· From 1937 also expected to work as men joined army – introduced ‘duty year’ with all women being expected to work for free on a farm or in a family home.

· Most resisted going back to work – fewer than before Great Depression.

· 1943 – 3 million women aged 17 to 45 called to work during World War II but only 1 million took up work. Others pretended to be ill or deliberately got pregnant.
How did Hitler control men?
· From 1933 all trade unions merged into a Nazi one called the DAF – German Labour Front.

· Men had to be a member of this organisation to be able to get a job. DAF said it protected workers right but stopped them striking or asking for any more money. Meant that men were controlled whilst at work
· Dr Robert Ley introduced Strength through Joy scheme (KDF) – which controlled the 3740 hours which the Nazis worked out was available in leisure time for men.
· This scheme offered free entry to plays, free evening classes for adults, sports matches, had two cruise ships built, skiing or walking trips, concerts and holidays. The harder you worked the more rewards you received which helped develop Nazi efficiency.
· Also scheme to buy ‘People’s Car’ where paid certain amount a week and would save up over years. Noone ever received car as production stopped due to World War II.
How did Hitler change the churches?
What reasons did Hitler have for destroying or keeping the churches?

· Destroying – Nearly all Germans were Christians (1/3rd Catholic, 2/3rd Protestant). Had more members than Nazi Party.

· People would believe in religion over Hitler and worship God more.

· Church meetings may become forum for anti-Nazi ideas.

· Keeping – Many Church members voted for Hitler. Would lose their support.

· Common ground between the two on certain issues e.g. family life.

· Church would provide local base for developing support.

How did Hitler change the German churches in 1933?

· Initially chose not to bring conflict – said Christianity ‘unshakeable foundation’ of country.

· Roman Catholic Church – signed Concordat (understanding) in June 1933 that Hitler would allow Catholic schools and youth groups to carry on and Pope promised in return to stay out of politics.

· Protestant Church – United under pro-Nazi Bishop Muller into the German Christians. Adopted Nazi-style uniforms, salutes and marches. Slogan ‘swastika on our breasts and the cross in our hearts’
· Faith Movement – Hitler introduced this as an alternative to Christianity – pagan worship of the sun instead.

How did Hitler change the churches in later years?
· Greater changes made from 1935 as felt more in control. Great focus on children as they were seen as the future 
· 1935 – set up Department for Church Affairs to control them – 700 ministers arrested.

· 1936 – campaigns launched to pressure children not to attend Church schools or youth movements.

· 1937 – Christmas carols and nativity plays banned.

· 1938 – Priests stopped teaching religious classes in schools.

· 1939 – Church schools abolished.

How successful were the Nazis in controlling the Church?

· Not consistent policy – often down to local leaders to enforce.

· Majority of Nazi Party members still paid Church taxes and registered as Christians. In comparison very few joined Hitler’s Faith Movement.

· Local church leaders resisted and went against Nazi policy– Paul Schneider and Josef Fath.

· Jehovah’s Witnesses refused to follow Nazi demands.

· Martin Niemoller and Dietrich Bonhoeffer established ‘Confessional Church’ to rival Nazis.

· Cardinal Galen preached against the Nazis and led campaign to stop Euthanasia campaign.

· However, some were more reluctant to go to church due to Nazi threats.
Did the Nazis solve the economic problems?
What were the aims of the Nazis in terms of the economy?
· Reduce unemployment (1933, 6 million)

· Rearmament (build up their army again)
· Self-sufficiency (Autarky) – produce everything they need for themselves.
What problems did they face in trying to achieve these aims?
· Difficult export goods due to economy

· Short of Raw Materials in their own country to produce things with
· No money to pay for imports (items coming in from other countries)
How did the Nazis deal with unemployment?
· By 1939 unemployment had fallen to less than 0.5milion 

· All Jews and a number of women had been fired from their jobs.
· Unemployed put to work building Autobahns, hospitals, schools, houses Public building projects, e.g. Olympic Stadium, Berlin
· Reich Labour Service (RAD) introduced where men were forced to work for free for six months but were given accommodation and food.
· Also introduced Conscription with men forced to join the army– 1m in army by 1939. All males aged 18-25 had to do two years military service.
Did the New Plan help to improve the economy? (1934-1936)

· Led by Dr Hjalmar Schacht (President of Reichsbank March 1933/ Minister of the Economy 1934) Financial expert and well trusted.
· Imports limited so Germany was not spending too much money.
· Trade agreements made – Germany could export goods they had too many of and receive raw materials they needed in return. This meant they could exchange goods instead of money.
· Government put money into industry to produce more but industry not controlled which meant hard to ask for things to be produced.
· Unemployment reduced for reasons seen above.
· Mefo bills – paid for rearmament without other countries realising by printing more money for themselves.
· Economy was improving but not quickly enough for Hitler.Hitler wanted to rearm from 1935 and Schaacht said not possible to improve economy that quickly – resigned in1937 and later sent concentration camp.
Did the Four-Year Plan help to improve the economy? (1937-1939)

· Replaced by Hermann Goering who  WWI fighter pilot and Head of German airforce (Luftwaffe) and President of Reichstag but no financial expert.
· Focused on preparing for war within 4 years -Self-sufficiency to ensure country survived if blockaded. Particularly wanted ensure had oil, rubber and steel.
· Increased production of raw materials and synthetic raw materials such as rubber, fuel and textiles (ersatz)

· Reduced imports even further so Germany was more self-sufficient
· Tightened control on wages
· Used forced labour to support production
· Set up Industrial Plants such as the Hermann Goering Works for mining and metal working.

Was the Nazi economy successful?

· Succeeded in construction, rearming and producing more raw materials through massive investment – however this did lead to debt.

· Successful in developing a strong army to fight with.

· Focused on ‘Arms not butter’ – army priority over food led to poor quality diet for most people.

· Still reliant on imports for 1/3rd of materials. Would need to conquer other countries to change this.
	Successes
	Failures

	Small businesses – Nazis passed laws banning new department stores and stopping creation of new ones. Competing Jewish businesses were closed down. Value of trade double for tradesmen in this category between 1933 and 1937

Farmers – some farm debts were written off, all farmers benefited from increased food prices. 

40% increase in income.

Big business – benefited from rearmaments and destructions of trade union. Average salary of managers rose by 70% between 1934 and 1938. 115% increase in earnings

Unskilled workers – most were quickly given jobs on govt. programmes, e.g. constructing autobahn. Local govt. took action to provide cheap flats; unemployment reduced from nearly 6 million to 119,000 (1939)

Dr Ley – leader of workers and DAF set up two policies:

Beauty of Labour scheme – helped improve conditions in factories, e.g. good ventilation, hot meals in the factory etc.

Strength through Joy (Kraft durch freude/KDF) – offered prizes and rewards for hard work, holidays as well as savings scheme, e.g. People’s Car
	Small businesses  - between 1936 and 1939 the no. of self-employed skilled craftsmen fell from 1,650,000 to 1,500,000

Farmers – resented Nazi meddling, every hen had to lay 65 eggs per year for example. Farmers suffered from shortage of labour as workers went to work in the cities and factories. 

Big business – greater govt. intervention, e.g. over prices, wages, profits and imports. Govt also decided who should receive raw materials and forced some industries to produce certain goods for the war effort..

Unskilled workers – wages often lower than unemployment benefit; working week increased from 43 to 47 hours (1939). 

Reich Labour Service (RAD) – all men aged 18-25 had to do 6 months’ work service. Unpopular because it was hard manual labour & was used to indoctrinate young people like the Hitler Youth movement.


Who was persecuted in Nazi Germany and how?
What was an ideal Aryan? 
· Hitler believed in Social Darwinism – survival of fittest. Believed Aryan race (developed from Nordic groups) were superior.
· Characteristics: tall, blond-haired, blue-eyed

· Pure genetic race – not result of racial interbreeding

· Physically strong and healthy

· Brought up to believe in traditional family values
Who were the ‘undesirables’?
· Hitler believed Germany had been ‘contaminated’ by undesirables which had resulted in Germany losing the war. He included: 

· Those who wouldn’t work – criminals, tramps, beggars, alcoholics – 500,000 sent to concentration camps

· Those who couldn’t work – physically disabled and mentally ill. Some sent to gas chambers and other sterilised.
· Those who were not ‘normal’ – homosexual (!5,000 arrested and sent to concentration camps)

· Those who were not loyal to Hitler – Socialists, Communists, Jehovah’s witnesses.

· Those who were not Aryans – Black people, Jews, Gypsies.
· Gypsies – particular fear Non-Aryan, homeless and work shy. From 1935 marriage banned between Germans and Gypsies. 1938 all Gypsies registered and separated due to Decree for the ‘Struggle against the Gypsy plague’

What happened to the ‘undesirables’?

· Step 1: Throughout period propaganda campaign launched against group to stir up hatred.
· Step 2: July 1933 Sterilisation Law – many non-Aryans rounded up and prevented from reproducing. Between 1934 and 1945 350,000 men and women sterilised.
· Step 3: Non-Aryans sent to concentration camps. Special youth camp set up 1937. 25,000 Gypsies killed in camps.
· Step 4: 1939 Euthanasia campaign (T-4 programme) to exterminate mentally ill at places like Grafeneck Asylum. 6,000 handicapped babies, children and teenagers murdered by starvation, lethal injection or gas chambers. 72,000 dead by time stopped in 1941. Programme carried on in secret.
· Hashude – Some of worst families also sent to correctional camp of terraced houses where controlled and ‘education’. Men made to work and women taught how to look after children and home. No alcohol, punishments used and regular inspections. Closed July 1940 due to war but 66 out of 84 families said to have improved.
How did Jewish persecution develop?

Why were the Jewish population persecuted?

· Anti-Semitism common in Europe for many centuries

· Jews were associated with revolution and Communism
· Jews blamed for signing Treaty of Versailles and did not suffer as much during Hyperinflation and Great Depression.
· Suspicion over their wealth & power – Jews made 1% of German population but 17% of bankers were Jews

· Religious intolerance – were seen as different from Christians.
How did Jewish persecution develop?
	Date
	Event

	1 April 1933
	One-day boycott of Jewish shops ordered by Hitler

Lawyers and doctors all over Germany dismissed.


	1933


	Jews banned from all public service jobs – teachers and civil servants.

Non Aryan children forbidden playing Aryan children.



	May 1934


	Jews prohibited from holding health insurance and joining army

	September 1935
	Nuremberg Laws introduced which included:

Law for the Protection of German Blood and Honour which prohibited Jews from holding German citizenship and marrying non-Jews

Reich Citizenship Law which made Jews ‘subjects’ rather than citizens – lost rights.



	July 1938


	Munich synagogue burned down. 

Jewish doctors, dentists and lawyers forbidden from working.


	October 1938


	Jews had to have the red letter ‘J’ stamped on passports

	9-10 November 1938


	Kristallnacht ‘Night of Broken Glass’: In retaliation at Jew in Paris killing Nazi official (von Rath), 100 Jews murdered, 1000s sent to concentrations camps, shops destroyed & synagogues burned. Hitler avoided blame for it – said it was the German people doing it.


	15 November 1938
	Jews expelled from schools

	December 1938
	Jewish businesses confiscated


	January 1939
	Jews had to add new first names – Sarah for women, Israel for men


	12 March 1939
	Mass arrests of Jews – 30,000 men and boys sent to concentration camps. Forced to do labour there. 


	September 1939
	Second World War began


	1939
	Ghettos set up from 1939 as Germany gained land from other countries. Set up in Poland where Jews were rounded up, sent to and kept in certain areas. Great starvation and disease in area as food, water and power cut off.


What Jewish resistance developed?

· Jewish Resistance Groups – 28 partisan groups hiding in forests to resist. 
· Resistance in Ghettos. 15,000 Jews in Warsaw in 1943 used makeshift weapons to hold out against Nazis for 4 weeks.
· Uprisings in camps. In Treblinka in 1943 fought back and 15 guards killed and 150 prisoners escaped. October 1943 600 Jews escaped Sobibor camp.
Did anyone oppose the Nazis?
How did people oppose Nazi policies?
	Grumbling in private
	Passive resistance
	Open opposition
	Assassination attempts

	Ordinary Germans resented intrusion by state, e.g. tactics of SA, propaganda, Block Warden collecting subs 

People attended rallies because their jobs might depend on it but didn’t always privately support the views of the Nazi

Anti-Nazi jokes was a safety valve, a way of expressing criticism or disapproval, but not openly


	Many refused to join the party or to give the ‘Heil Hitler’ salute; some were executed for their resistance; banned political parties went underground (e.g. Social Democrats in exile, SOPADE); 1936 Gestapo broke up 1000 underground meetings

1937, Munich, House of German showed officially approved German art at same time as an exhibition of Weimar ‘degenerate art’, which attracted 5x as many visitors

Swing groups listened to banned American music, gave fake ‘Heil Benny’ salutes, girls wore make up and fashionable imported clothes
	Youth Opposition - White Rose group led by Sophie and Hans Scholl distributed anti-Nazi propaganda and leaflets; Navajos sheltered army deserters and RAF pilots; one group killed head of Cologne Gestapo

Jewish Resistance (See above)
Reinhard Heydrich, Chief of Reich Security, assassinated by two specially trained Czech soldiers, 1942

Oppostion within the Church - Martin Niemoller and Dietrich Bonhoeffer, founders of the ‘Confessional Church’ and preached against Nazis, Bonhoffer who spoke out against Nazis and plotted in secret to overthrow Nazi State, eventually died in concentration camp on 8 April 1945; 

Cardinal Galen, Lion of Munster, led a campaign against the Nazis’ euthanasia programme


	Attempted plot led by Army Generals disappointed by failures in war. Von Stauffenberg & Operation Valkrie, July 1944; 4 members of Hitler’s group were killed and Hitler was badly injured; failure of plot led to reprisals and about 5000 people were arrested and executed


Why was there no open opposition?

· Germans were afraid on SS and Gestapo

· People did not know what was going on – censorship

· People were not that worried about the Jewish population

· People felt they had voted them into power.

· Opposition was divided and did not trust each other or cooperate.

· People were pleased with the Nazis and the stability they brought.

· Nazis dropped unpopular policies before open opposition came (e..g Euthanasia)

· No organised opposition as banned.
Section 3: Revision questions
1. How did the Nazis try to control the lives of men, women and children?
2. How important were the SS, compared to other groups, in creating a Nazi police state based on terror?

3. ‘Propaganda was the most important reason for the lack of opposition in Nazi Germany.’ Do you agree with this statement?
4. How successfully did the Nazis tackle Germany’s economic problems?

5. What methods were used in dealing with the German undesirables?

6. What was the turning point in the persecution of the Jewish population which made it more radical?

7. How did the Nazis change the lives of women in Germany?

8. How did some Germans oppose Nazi rule between 1933 and 1945?

9. To what extent did the lives of workers in Germany improve?

10. How successful was Hitler in controlling the German churches?
Section 3: Useful Websites

http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/propaganda_in_nazi_germany.htm
http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/Nazis_Education.htm
http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/nazis_and_the_german_economy.htm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/worldwars/genocide/radicalisation_01.shtml
http://www.johndclare.net/Nazi_Germany1.htm
http://www.johndclare.net/Nazi_Germany3.htm
http://www.johndclare.net/Nazi_Germany3_Gunsnotbutter.html
Nazi methods of control

Revision questions
.

1. What is propaganda? 

Spreading information that influences how people think and behave
2. What was the name of the organisation founded by the Nazis in 1933 to organise propaganda?

Ministry of Public Enlightenment and Propaganda
3. Who was in charge of propaganda?

Dr Josef Goebbels
4. Give 3 examples of Nazi propaganda tactics:
Controlled content of newspapers; sold cheap radios; produced posters explaining Nazi policies, e.g. what they would do to tackle unemployment cause by the Depression; they used films that emphasised the strength of Aryans and weaknesses of so-called social inferiors like the Jews; artists had to register and get their work approved by Goebbel’s Ministry
5. What was significant about the 1934 Nuremberg Rally?

It showed the strength and organisation of the Nazi party; Leni Riefenstahl recorded it in her film, ‘Triumph of the Will’
6. How was sport used as propaganda?

1936 Berlin Olympics used to show off German wealth & power under Nazis; achievements of Aryan athletes were highlighted by Riefenstahl in her film ‘Olympia’
7. What angered Hitler during the 1936 Berlin Olympics?
Afro-American athlete Jesse Owens won 4 Olympic golds, including 100m
8. What was the cult of the Fuhrer?

A myth created by men like Goebbels that Hitler was the saviour of Germany – a popular slogan was ‘One people, one empire, one leader’. Events like rallies were organised where people could display their loyalty to the Fuhrer.
9. How many seats did the Nazis win in the 1928 Reichstag elections?

12

10. Give 3 reasons why the Depression helped the Nazis

Caused massive unemployment – 6 million by 1933; Nazis had clear policies for tackling unemployment, e.g. public works schemes; Weimar governments kept changing and seemed ineffective; people were willing to try more extremist groups like Nazis; Hitler promised strong leadership; Nazis promised to reverse shame of Treaty of Versailles; some supported their anti-Semitic views

11. How did the Nazis try to control young people through propaganda?

School textbooks were changed; emphasis given to certain subjects, e.g. History & Biology; teachers had to belong to Nazi Teachers’ Association; Jews eventually banned from state schools
12. Describe the Nazi attitude towards art & architecture?

Traditional art & architecture was admired, e.g. classical art; Albert Speer, Hitler’s architecture, made plans for a new Nazi capital called ‘Berlinopolis’; experimental art typical of the Weimar period was labelled ‘degenerate’ and exhibitions held to ridicule it
13. Describe Nazi musical preferences
Preferred classical, traditional music, e.g. Wagner’s operas – especially because they were based on traditional German folk tales and contained anti-Semitic messages; hated black or American music, e.g. Jazz
Young People & Women

Revision questions
.

1. Give 3 reasons why the Nazis focused their efforts on young people: 

Youth organisations were a good way of reaching 100,000s of people; young people were more susceptible to propaganda; they were the future generation; they could be influenced through education
2. When was the Hitler Youth founded?
1928
3. How old were members?

Fourteen or over
4. When did it become compulsory?
1936
5. Where were promising members of the Hitler Youth sent?

To Adolf Hitler schools were they were given special training in leadership skills
6. What was the name of the organisation which girls could join?
League of German Maidens (BDM)
7. Who was leader of the Hitler Youth Movement?
Baldur von Schirach
8. What does KKK stand for?
‘Kinder, Kirche, Kuche’  or ‘Children, Church & Cooking’
9. What sorts of jobs were women banned from doing under the Nazis?

Doctors, teachers, lawyers & judges. They were even banned from serving on juries.
10. How did the appearance of women change?
More more modest, traditional clothes. Wearing make-up, dying hair or high heels were discouraged
11. How did the Nazis encourage traditional family values?

Medals for women with large families, e.g. Honour Cross of the German Mother; loans to newly-weds equivalent to a year’s wages for having children
12. What were lebensborn?
Maternity homes were women could become pregnant from SS officers to ensure the purity of the Aryan bloodline!

13. Who was Gertrude Scholtz-Klink?

Head of Nazi Women’s Bureau

Censorship & suppression

Revision questions
.

1. What is a totalitarian state? 

One where the government has complete control over all aspects of society, e.g. information, elections, political parties, policing etc.
2. Which important act gave the Nazis unlimited powers to pass laws without using the Reichstag?

Enabling Act, 1933
3. Which act gave the Nazi power over the regional governments of Germany?

Law for the Reconstruction of the Reich, 1934
4. Who were the SS
Members of an elite group, initially set up to act as Hitler’s bodyguards, but his role expanded, e.g. to control the management of concentration camps
5. What was the name of the Nazi secret police?

Gestapo
6. How many secret police members were there by 1945?

Only 20,000 – out of a population of about 70 million, so they relied on reports from local people to help them carry out their work
7. What is a ‘gauleiter’?
A local Nazi official, employed to ensure people remained loyal to the Nazi government
8. What was the cult of the Fuhrer?

A myth created by men like Goebbels that Hitler was the saviour of Germany – a popular slogan was ‘One people, one empire, one leader’. Events like rallies were organised where people could display their loyalty to the Fuhrer.
9. What happened to the books of people such as Einstein and Brecht in May 1933?

They were burned – over 25,000 ‘un-German’ books were burned on 10 May 1933 in Berlin
10. Who could not own or publish newspapers?
Jews
11. What was the punishment for publishing anti-Nazi articles or books?
Execution
12. Who died during the Night of the Long Knives, 1934 and why?
Leader of the SA, Ernst Rohm as well as other opponents, e.g. Schleicher. SA had become a threat as their numbers had increased to 2 million and they wanted to merge with the army.
13. What happened to trade unions under the Nazis?
Banned and replaced by Nazi trade union, German Labour Front (DAF). Strikes became illegal.

14. What happened to religious groups?

Brought under control by the Reich Church or signed agreements not to criticise the Nazi government, e.g. Concordat with Vatican; some, e.g. Jehovah’s Witnesses put in concentration camps
Opposition to Nazis

Revision questions

.

1. Give 3 reasons why opposition to the Nazis was limited: 

Afraid of SS & Gestapo; afraid neighbours or associates would inform the authorities; Nazi party structure was well-organised, e.g. Gauleiters for every region of Germany; tough sentences for opponents by Nazi judges and courts; fear of being sent to concentration camps; opposition groups were not well organised; Nazi propaganda brainwashed people into supporting the government or hid the truth from them, e.g. about Holocaust

2. What happened to other political parties once the Nazis came to power?

Banned; leaders sent to concentration camps

3. What was the Confessional Church?

A Protestant Church which criticised the Nazi approach to religion. It included Martin Niemuller

4. What did Pope Pius XI do in 1937?

Sent a circular letter entitled, ‘With burning anxiety’ criticising Nazi policy, especially it racism and the attacks on Catholic priests

5. What happened to Martin Niemuller?

He was arrested and put in a concentration camp. He spent 7 years in solitary confinement

6. Which anti-Nazi youth group had the slogan, ‘Everlasting war on Hitler youth’?

Edelweiss Pirates

7. How were anti-Nazi youth groups sometimes punished?

Executed, e.g. 13 members of the Cologne branch were hanged on Himmler’s instructions in October 1944

8. Which youth opposition group like to listen to banned music?

Swing Kids

9. What was the name of the Munich University opposition group and its leaders?

White Rose, Sophie & Hans Scholl

10. Why did opposition to the Nazis increase in 1942?

The army lost important battles at El Alamein in North Africa and against the Russians at Stalingrad

11. Who led the famous July Bomb Plot against Hitler in 1944?

Claus von Stauffenberg

12. What tactics did some youth opposition groups use against the Nazis?

Beat up members of the Hitler Youth; distributed anti-Nazi propaganda; helped allied airmen to get back home

13. List 3 churchmen who opposed the Nazis

Martin Niemoller – founder of the Confessional Church; Dietrich Bonhoffer – memberof Confessional Church, executed at end of WWII; Bishop Galen, Lion of Munster, criticised the Nazis from the pulpit; Pope Pius XI in his circular letter, ‘With burning anxiety’

Other websites for research and further details:

http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/Nazi%20Germany.htm
http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/GERnazigermany.htm
http://www.historyonthenet.com/Nazi_Germany/nazigermanymain.htm
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