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		Key Words

	17
	Abdication
	When a monarch leaves the throne

	18
	Republic
	A country without a King or a Queen

	19
	Ebert
	The first President of the Republic

	20
	Stresemann
	The Chancellor of Germany from the Summer of 1923

	21
	Article 48
	The President could use this to ignore the Reichstag and rule as he saw fit

	22
	Kaiser
	King

	23
	Armistice
	An agreement to end war

	24
	Weimar
	The new government could not meet in Berlin as it was so dangerous, so they met here instead

	25
	Constitution
	This is an agreement about how the country would be ruled

	26
	Reichstag
	German parliament

	27
	Gewaltfrieden
	An enforced peace

	28
	Freikorps
	Ex military soldiers who wanted to overthrow the Republic

	29
	Rentenmark
	The currency of Germany after November 1923

	30
	Hyperinflation
	When money looses its value

	31
	Dawes Plan
	An agreement where the USA would lend Germany money

	32
	Young Plan
	This lowered the reparations payment and gave Germany longer to pay

	33
	Treaty of Versailles
	This decided how Germany was going to be treated after WW1

	34
	Locarno Pact
	An agreement on borders signed by Britain, France, Italy and Belgium

	35
	Kellogg Briand Pact
	65 counties including Germany agreed to resolve conflict peacefully

	36
	Coalition
	A government of two or more political parties


The Weimar Republic

	1
	This was the name given to Germany after the Kaiser had abdicated in November 1918. This was a time of despair and hope for Germany. At first, the country faced lots of chaos but under Gustav Stresemann, there was some stability. 

	Key events

	2
	1918 World War One ended. The Kaiser abdicated and Germany became a country without a monarch (a Republic). 

	3
	1919 January Spartacist Uprising

	4
	1919 June Signing of the Treaty of Versailles

	5
	1919 August Weimar Constitution finalised

	6
	1920 Kapp Putsch

	7
	1923 French occupation of the Ruhr and hyperinflation

	8
	1924 Dawes Plan

	9
	1925 Locarno Pact

	10
	1926 Germany joins League of Nations

	11
	1928 Kellogg Briand Pact

	12
	1929 Young Plan

	Key Concepts

	13
	The Weimar Republic faced much opposition, It was disliked by the left wing who wanted Germany to be like Communist Russia and it was disliked by the right wing who wanted the monarchy back. 

	14
	The Treaty of Versailles caused many problems for Germany. The German people disliked the politicians for signing it and it caused political problems and economic problems. 

	15
	Gustav Stresemann helped to bring about recovery in Germany after 1924. He solved economic problems by making friends with other countries. However, historians have very different views about the extent of this recovery. 

	16
	The Golden Age was the period from 1924-29 and it saw significant changes in culture, the standard of living and the position of women. 


Knowledge Organiser


What was the impact of The First World War on Germany?

The story of the Weimar Republic begins with defeat and revolution. This difficult start had an impact both immediately and throughout the whole of the Weimar period. Task 1: Read through the information on page 7 of the textbook and complete the timeline below:

	
	The First World war begins. Germany are fighting alongside Austria –Hungary(called the central powers) against Britain, France and Russia (called the central powers)

	April 1917
	

	Autumn 1918
	

	
	A new government was formed led by Prince Max of Baden. This was a big change as it included members of the Reichstag. Power was taken from the Kaiser and placed in the hands of the Reichstag.

	End of October 1918
	

	9th November 1918
	

	
	The first democratic elections were held. 


The USA joined the war on the side of the allies after 2 and half years of hard fighting. Why was this so significant?







[image: ]The sides in the First World War

	Key words 

	Kaiser Wilhelm II
	The king of Germany. He held most of the power before 1918

	Reichstag
	The German version  of Parliament 

	Abdicate
	When a monarch (King or Queen) voluntarily leaves the throne

	Armistice
	An agreement to stop fighting a war


	

Task 2 What was the effect of World War 1 on Germany? Sort the grid below into one of the three categoriesExtension: Which of the three categories was the most damaging for the new government? Explain your answer

Political effects 
Economic effects (to do with money)
Psychological effects (how the mood of the German people were effected 
	Losing was devastating to the pride of most Germans. They automatically looked for someone to blame, and felt that weak politicians in the New Weimar Republic had cost them the war
	People couldn’t understand why they had lost the war when Germany had not been invaded – they assumed the politicians had “stabbed the army in the back” by surrendering when they could have won. The army were delighted to pretend this was true
	Germany had borrowed money to pay for the war, and was now effectively bankrupt

	Farming had been disrupted during the war, so by 1918 Germany was producing only half the milk and 60% of the meat it needed. 
	Germany had been a proud, ambitious country and had worked extremely hard and made many sacrifices to win the war. Throughout the war they were assured by their leaders that Germany would win.
	Germany lost 1.8 Million men during the war, more than any other country.  All of the widows and children of the fallen soldiers needed to be supported by the state. 

	It was actually the army that signed the surrender – but people started saying it was the new Government, the Weimar Republic, that was to blame.
	The British Navy was blockading German ports, meaning they could not get food from other countries. Around 750,000 Germans died from hunger and disease
	With the Kaiser running away, all that was left of a Government were the Reichstag parties that had previously had no real power or experience of running the Government



Friedrich Ebert was appointed the first Chancellor (the equivalent of Prime Minister) of the new German republic. What is my biggest challenge?


[image: ]To sum up… 15-25 words
Why did Germany lose the war and what was the most important effect of this  loss?
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How effective was the Weimar Constitution?
As you have found out Germany was in a very poor state after WW1. On top of all of their problems, the type of government set up as the war was ending was brand new. The victorious allied powers had insisted that the new Germany should be democratic. In order to do this they had to create a new constitution. Weimar government
Was voted in by people. Had to represent views of the e people. Power was divided up.  

[image: Image result for reichstag 1918][image: Image result for Kaiser wilhelm II][image: Image result for vs]Kaiser Wilhem II
Was authoritarian. Held most of the power. Could make decisions by himself – had ministers but controlled army and navy 
The Weimar Constitution



Extension: How would German people have felt about these changes?

[image: ]

1. Where did most power lie in Weimar Germany? Underline the answer on the diagram.

2. Highlight in two different colours any strengths/ weaknesses of the constitution






Look at the table on page 8. The SDP won the most votes but still only had 38% of the seats. Ebert, the first President, chose the leader of the SDP, Phillip Scheidemann, to be Chancellor. What did Scheidemann have to do to rule?








What problems are there with a system that relies on coalitions?







Why do you think article 48 was nicknamed the suicide clause?









Proportional Representation (PR)
Very modern and fair voting system, where a party gets a number of seats directly proportional to the % of votes it got. If your party got 12% of all votes in Germany, they would get 12% of seats in the Reichstag.
In order to rule the chancellor, who was normally chosen from the largest party, would need the support of the majority (51%) of the Reichstag.  






Article 48 (The suicide clause)
This was the 48th article of the constitution. It allowed the President to rule by decree in an emergency; this meant that he could make decisions and laws without having to ask the Reichstag to vote on it. This was designed to protect Germany in an emergency



	

TASK – Sort the statements
Below into strengths or
weaknesses
	The Proportional Representation voting system was,
in theory, fairer. Each party got a number of seats in proportion to the % of votes they got.
	The President had similar powers to the President of
the USA- his power was very strong, so he could protect the Republic in a crisis.
	PR meant that whatever government or party was in power, it was always weak. Governments always had to compromise, and decisions could take a long time. There were lots of elections because parties refused to agree.
	Being asked to vote was seen as a sign of weakness by many Germans who were used to following orders

	Free speech, freedom of newspapers, the freedom
to set up trade unions, and anyone could form a political party – all of these were completely new
freedoms for Germany, and very modern for the
time
	Article 48 would later be used and abused by Hitler to make himself a dictator legally
	All Germans had the right to vote at the age of 20 –
few countries in the world allowed everyone to vote
	In 1919 the Republic already had loads of enemies. This
constitution was too fair – it gave these people the
vote and the right to create their own parties – like the
Nazis.



TASK 3 Consolidate or challenge
Choose from the activities on page 10 either
Activity 1 if you are not sure about the Weimar constitution and want to consolidate your knowledge
Or
Activity 2 of you want to challenge yourself
























	Key words 

	democratic
	In a democracy the people get to vote politicians into power. This means the government must represent the people. Certain freedoms, such as freedom of speech, are also guaranteed. 

	Constitution
	This is a set of rules and laws that set out how a country should be run. It sets out how elections work, how long politicians are in power and what responsibilities they have. It also establishes the rights  of the people. 

	Coalition
	Where two or more parties join together to run the country. This might work for a while but they are bound to disagree. 
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Why did the Germans dislike the Treaty of Versailles? 
[image: ]When Germany signed the armistice they expected to be treated fairly. An armistice is an agreement to stop fighting, most Germans saw this is a different to a surrender. They were encouraged by Woodrow Wilson’s promise that the treaty would be based on his 14 points
In fact the Germans were not even present at the discussion of peace terms! .How do you thing they felt about that? 
TASK 1 The problem was that the allies saw themselves as victors and thus able to impose (force) terms upon Germany. Each of the ‘big three’ victors had their own aims. See if you can match them up below.

France (led by George Clemenceau)
He wanted to punish Germany
harshly and get money from them as this what the people of his country wanted form him. ; but he wanted Germany to be able to recover and worried that being too harsh might cause problems later on. 




Britain (led by Lloyd George)

He wanted to crush Germany
and forever prevent her from being a major world power.
He wanted Germany to pay massive reparations and have
no army.



[image: ]USA (led by Woodrow Wilson)
He believed the war was everyone’s fault. He feared that Germany would one day want revenge if the Treaty was too harsh





Extension: Why might having a harsh Treaty cause problems later on? Think about what you know about Germany at this time




[image: ]In the end no-one was satisfied with the treaty. In Germany it was despised They called it the diktat, or dictated (not agreed) treaty. Look at the diagram below. Which aspect of the treaty would the Germans be most angry about? 



TASK 2 Match the term of the Treaty of Versailles  to its effect

[image: ][image: ]
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TASK 3 Consolidate or challenge
Either 
Consolidate – pick the three clauses that the Germans would have disliked the most in order. Explain your choices in detail.
Or
Challenge- although we haven’t covered the rise of the Nazis yet you will find that the Treaty of Versailles was key in Hitler’s success. See if you can predict how. Explain your answer in detail. 
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[image: ]An illustration from a 1919 Austrian postcard showing a caricatured Jew stabbing the German Army in the back with a dagger. 







TASK 4 
What is the message of the cartoon?
	Key words 

	Peace Treaty
	Signed after a war. It decides how territory will be divided and who is to blame for the war.  

	Diktat
	Name given to the treaty of Versailles  bye the Germans, as they had no say – hence it was ‘dictated’ to them. 


Who, apart from the Jews, might the German people blame for the treaty of Versailles ?
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How significant were the threats from the left and right to the Weimar Government?
[image: ]
	The Spartacists

	Who were they?
	

	What did they want?
	

	What did they do?
	

	How were they stopped?
	

	How dangerous were they to the Weimar republic?
	























	The Kapp Putsch

	Who were they?
	

	What did they want?
	

	What did they do?
	

	How were they stopped?
	

	How dangerous were they to the Weimar republic?
	


	The Kapp Putsch

	Who were they?
	

	What did they want?
	

	What did they do?
	

	How were they stopped?
	

	How dangerous were they to the Weimar republic?
	


	The FreiKorps

	Who were they?
	

	What did they want?
	

	What did they do?
	

	How were they stopped?
	

	How dangerous were they to the Weimar republic?
	


[image: ]Why were the Freikorps so dangerous?

	The Kapp Putsch

	Who were they?
	

	What did they want?
	

	What did they do?
	

	How were they stopped?
	

	How dangerous were they to the Weimar republic?
	

	The Kapp Putsch

	Who were they?
	

	What did they want?
	

	What did they do?
	

	How were they stopped?
	

	How dangerous were they to the Weimar republic?
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Why was 1923 a year of crisis?
[image: ]The invasion of the Ruhr
Task 1. Using the textbook page 16 place these events in the correct order – place the number in the first columnTask 2 Describe Hyperinflation in your own words…

	
	As no goods are being made the mark decreases in value


	
	They invade the industrial area the Ruhr this was one of the wealthiest areas in Germany


	
	In order to pay the workers more money is printed


	     
	German workers carry out acts of passive resistance and there are outbreaks of violence


	
	Germany cannot pay its second reparation payment


	
	Soon a loaf of bread costs 200 billion marks


	
	The French and Belgians decide to take the payment in goods


	
	The German government calls a strike






[image: ]What effect does this rapid increase in prices/ decrease in value have?









	
What were the effects of Hyperinflation?
Read through the sources below. They are all real accounts of how people were affected by hyperinflation. Highlight those who lost out in one colour and any who gained in another colour. 
	Key words 

	Passive resistance 
	Resisting (fighting back) without violence. For example striking or acts of sabotage 

	Inflation/hyperinflation
	Inflation is normal in the economy – overtime wages go up and the price of goods increases. Hyperinflation is when something goes wrong and money loses its value very quickly and prices rocket out of control. 


A friend of mine was in charge of the office that had to deal with the giving out of ... pensions ...in the district around Frankfurt.... One case which came her way was the widow of a policeman who had died early, leaving four children. She had been awarded three months of her husband's salary (as a pension). My friend worked out the sum with great care ...and sent the papers on as required to Wiesbaden. There they were checked, rubber stamped and sent back to Frankfurt. By the time all this was done, and the money finally paid to the widow, the amount she received would only have paid for three boxes of matches.
A German woman who ran a Christian relief centre for the poor
      
As soon as I received my salary I rushed out to buy what I needed. My daily salary was just enough to buy one loaf of bread and a small piece of cheese .... A friend of mine, a vicar, came to Berlin to buy some shoes with his month's wages for his baby. By the time he arrived, he only had enough to buy a cup of coffee.
A German woman writing about the effects of hyperinflation.

Billion mark notes were quickly handed on as though they burned one's fingers, for tomorrow one would no longer pay in notes but in bundles of notes... One afternoon I  rang Aunt Louise's bell. The door was opened merely a crack. From the dark came an odd broken voice: 'I've used 60 billion marks' worth of gas. My milk bill is 1 million. But all I have left is 2000 marks. l don't understand any more'.
E Dobert, Convert to Freedom (1941)
A German landowner bought, on credit, a whole herd of valuable cattle. After a certain time he sold one cow from the herd. Because of the depreciation of the mark, the price he got for it was enough to pay off the whole cost of the herd
The memories of a German writer
      
   
The impact of hyperinflation within Germany was uneven. Some profited from it. Adroit speculators like the tycoon Hugo Stinnes made fortunes, and industrialists and landowners who owed money were able to pay off their debts in devalued currency. Others were able to escape the worst - those, for example, whose wealth took the form of property or those with goods or skills which could be readily bartered. Initially the working class suffered comparatively little because trade unions ensured that wages kept pace with rising prices, but as 1923 wore on their position deteriorated. The principal losers in 1923, though, were those with cash savings, many but not all of whom were in the middle class (the Mittelstand). Middle-class savers experienced the trauma of seeing the value of their savings completely wiped out.
Alan White, The Weimar Republic (1997)
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Why did Germany recover in the years 1924 to 1929?
[image: ][image: ]

Task 1 – match the problem to the solution 
Task 2 – look at the solutions. Highlight successes in one colour and failures in anotherStresemann took out a huge loan from the USA called the Dawes Plan. It gave Germany an injection of cash to help its people and invest in its industry. The hope was that the money would help Germany get back on its feet. Germany started to recover, and production massively improved. Unemployment always remained a problem though. Germany also had to pay these loans back, and USA could call them in at any time
Stresemann sent the Ruhr workers back to work for the French. It meant that the workers were being paid again, helping the German economy and giving their families money. Many Germans however saw this as a defeat was seen as a defeat as the government looked like they were giving in to the French.
It also mean that Germany lost a huge amount of their steel production.
Stresemann stopped the Government printing money and he scrapped the old Currency, the mark, and brought in a new one – The Renten (temporary) mark. It stopped hyperinflation and made German money worth something again.
People were able to buy goods and be properly paid, increasing confidence. However, for many people the damage had already been done. Many Germans blamed the government for this.
Stresemann signs the Locarno pact, agreeing never to use violence to settle disputes again. The Young Plan (1929)
further restructured reparation payments. This brings Germany into European politics again. Countries are willing to talk to Germany and deal with her again. This leads to more trust, more help and more foreign money coming in, however, the Weimar Republic finally had to give in and accept the TOV. Many Germans hated the French and British still for the harsh peace terms.
Massive Reparations
Poor relations with other countries
Hyperinflation
Destroyed economy
French Invasion of the Ruhr

The Dawes plan also restructured the Reparations payments, so that they were more affordable – less money each year, but paid for longer. This gave Germany a bit more money to fund its recovery. The Reparations would not be fully paid until the 1980’s. Germany still could not really afford them.

























How successful was the ‘Golden Era’?
Task 1 sort the factors below into foreign policy, domestic politics or the economy
Task 2 sort them into examples of success or failure 
	Paul Von Hindenburg was elected President. He was a war hero and had been critical of democracy in Germany. His election perhaps showed that the conservative element in Germany was accepting the Weimar republic. 
	Stresemann agreed the Locarno Pact in 1926. This was an agreement with France, Italy Belgium and Britain that stated that they would respect each other’s borders.  In placed Germany back in favour in Europe.
	German agriculture did not do as well as industry. Many farmers continued to struggle to make any profit. 

	Unemployment remained a huge problem and actually went up to 10% (of those who could work) in 1926
	The Young Plan reorganised reparations so they were much lower and more affordable. 
	Much of the recovery was based on American loans. This money was only good so long as the American’s were doing well. 

	The loans from the USA (Dawes plan) helped German industry to flourish. Many workers saw increased wages and their was feel good factor. Industrial production increased
	The extremist parties never went away. Although they received fewer votes they kept their committed members. The Nazis reorganised themselves. 
	Germany was allowed to join the League of Nations in 1926. This showed that Stresemann has succeeded in getting Germany recognised as a Great Power again. 

	As Germany became more trusted abroad, foreign powers were willing to invest and relax reparations conditions.
	Workers wages only just kept up with the cost of living. Some groups, such as the lower middle class, did not feel that Weimar’s economic polices benefitted them. 
	Germany became much more politically stable during this time. Moderate parties won more seats than the extreme groups such as the Nazis and communists and coalitions held together. 

	A lot of the money borrowed from the USA was simply used to repay Germany’s reparations debts to other countries. 
	The Kellogg – Briand pact was agreed in 1928 between 65 nations stating they would never go to war with one another. 
	Many Germans including leading industrialists and politicians such as Hitler did not agree that Germany should pay reparations at all. 


	Key words 

	Industry
	This means making, or manufacturing things. The better off this was the more money Germany had potentially more jobs were around 

	League of Nations
	Set up after World War 1, most major countries (not Germany or USA though) were in it. It was supposed to prevent war by helping countries negotiate.  


[image: ]The economic position is only flourishing on the surface. Germany is dancing on a volcano. If the short term loans are called in by America, a large section of our economy would collapse

Challenge: Use the quote from Stresemann and your artistic skills to illustrate Germany’s problems in the Golden era





Exam practice – understanding why interpretations are different.  
In the final question on the exam paper you will be given two interpretations (opinions) of a time period or event in Germany between 1919 and 1939. You will need to explain what the differences are between them, explain why they are different and evaluate which one you agree with more. Without writing a full answer we are going to evaluate the two interpretations below.
1. Using a highlighter identify the key differences in each interpretation. 
2. Using the evidence from the grid above, around each interpretation add evidence that supports what the author is saying
3. In a different colour, again using the evidence from the interpretation above, add evidence that challenges what the author is saying
[image: ][image: ] 
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How far was the period 1924-1929 really a ‘Golden Era’ for the Weimar Republic?

Task – use the text book pages 24-27 (or revision guide pages 8-9)to make notes on the following key eras of society
[image: ]Wages and work
Unemployment insurance







Standard of living




Housing 








Does the evidence above suggest this was a ‘Golden Era’ for ordinary working Germans? 







	How far did the position of women change?

	Women in politics
	Women in employment
	Women at Leisure

	
	
	



Does the evidence above suggest this was a ‘Golden Era’ for women in Weimar Germany?

[image: ]










What were the key cultural changes in Weimar Germany?
[image: ]
Art



[image: ]

Cinema



[image: ]
Literature and theatre



[image: ]

Architecture 






Does the evidence above suggest this was a ‘Golden Era’ for culture in Weimar Germany?










 
Summary – to what extent were the years 1924-29 a Golden Era for Weimar?

	1. By 1928, real wages had increased by over 10% - many were the best paid in Europe!
	2. After WW1, many women working in ‘men’s jobs’ were still forced to give them up.
	3, The state was spending 33 times more on housing than in 1913.
	4. Between 1924-1931, more than 2 million houses were built.
	5. Homelessness had dropped 60% by 1928.

	6. German actress Marlene Dietrich became a Hollywood star. She was strong and glamorous.
	7. By 1928, almost 184,000 middle class workers were unemployed and half of them could not claim benefits.
	8. New operas and plays called Zeittheater and Zeitoper (of the time) appeared. Some were critical of the old regime and some of the new Republic.
	9. German cinema experienced a Golden Age and films like Metropolis were praised for their technical brilliance.
	10. By 1926, there were 32 deputies in the Reichstag were women (more than the US and Britain)

	11. By 1933, there were now 100,000 female teachers and 3,000 female doctors.
	12. New architecture flourished under the Bahaus movement – a new and very decorative style than before.
	13. Censorship was removed and Berlin became a cultural capital of Europe, rivalling Paris!
	14. Married women who worked were often criticised for neglecting their homes.
	15. The Constitution had given equal access to education, jobs in the government and pay.

	16. Painters like George Grosz and Otto Dix used their experiences of warfare to show the uglier side of human nature.
	17. In 1927, the government introduced an unemployment insurance law and help for families of war veterans.
	18. Some people (including Hitler) thought these new artists were undermining German values with their work.
	19. A new form of art emerged called Neue Sachlickkeit, which was ore about showing what life was really like.
	20. Women could go out unescorted, drank and smoke in public. They wore short skirts, make-up and cut their hair short.

	21. Other writers (mainly left wing writers) were very anti-war, e.g. Remarque wrote All Quiet on the Western Front.
	


	22. Books were encouraged to show a range of viewpoints. Some writers like Moeller criticised the new democracy and glorified the war.









 NOT SO GREAT
GOLDEN






Interpretations task
1. Using a highlighter identify the key differences in each interpretation. 
2. Using the evidence from the grid above, around each interpretation add evidence that supports what the author is saying
3. In a different colour, again using the evidence from the interpretation above, add evidence that challenges what the author is saying




	Interpretation 2 - S. Hudson, Germany: A Step to far?, published 2007

	Many were suspicious of the new cultural revolution that Germany was experiencing. They saw the art, theatre and film as signs that Germany had lost its way and that her traditions were being trampled upon. Many right wing politicians, saw this as further proof that the Weimar Republic and democracy were not working and should be replaced.


	Interpretation 1 - D. Collis, Germany: The Wonder Years 1918-1989, published 2016

	Weimar experienced what can only be described as a Golden Age! Nowhere in Europe experienced such freedom and prosperity in all waked of life. The freedoms offered to its people allowed expressions of creativity of all types to flourish in Germany’s capital. Berlin became the cultural capital of Europe and the ultimate place to be seen in late 1920s. 
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The Fourteen Points

These were put forward by the American president, Woodrow
Wilson, in January 1918 5 a basis for the peace talks at Versaills.
They included the idea of self-determination, which looked to give:
nations the right to rule themselves, as well 25 the establishment
of aLeague of Nations which would guarantee freedom and
preserve future peace.
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Military terms _
The Treaty greatly reduced the size of the German armed forces:

The army was limited to 100,000 men. There was to be no
conscription. All soldiers had to be volunteers.

The navy could only have six battleships.

o The Rhineland was demilitarised. This meant that no German
troops were allowed into this area next to the French border.
The Allies were to keep an army of occupation on the west
bank of the Rhine for fifteen years.

international peace in the future.
The League was made
responsible for ensuring the
peace settlement was
maintained.

Germany was not allowed tanks, submarines or military aircraft.

Reparations

Germany had to pay compensation
for the damage caused by the war.
This was known as reparations. A
Reparations Commission was set
up to fix the amount to be paid. In
late 1921 it announced the sum of
£6600 million. Germany was to
pay this off over a period of 42
years.
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Humiliation — Germany was no longer a strong
country to be feared, but a weak one at the mercy of
the allies.

Germany had a strong military tradition, so losing
their military was very humiliating and caused
Germans to lose a lot of pride.

Millions of soldiers were now also out of work, and
ended up joining the Freicorps.
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Navy limited - 6 battleships, no supmarines

No Poison gas, no tanks

Area near to France called Rhineland to have French
troops for 15 years

Money

Germany to pay Britain, France and USA £6.6 Billion
in reparations (compensation) in annual installments

Blame

Germany must accept complete blame for starting
World War |
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Economic Crisis — Germany was already nearly
bankrupt from the war. The Weimar Government
believed they had almost no chance of being able to
meet the payments.

Loss of land made it even harder. Reparations meant
Germany was unlikely to recover and become an
important country again.
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Anger - Germans rightly believed they were not the
only ones to blame for the war ~ they felt the TOV ha
been forced on them by evil allies and weak politician
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‘Anger and hardship — felt like German land and
people were being stolen. Some Germans now living
in other countries like France or Poland.

Created huge money problems —a big portion of
industry and agriculture was taken from an already
bankrunt country
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Because the Weimar Republic was unpopular from the start, lots of groups tried to overthrow it very early in its life.

These were political extremists, groups who had extreme views and wanted Germany to become a dictatorship

again.

Communists

Extreme left — they believe that
everyone should have equal pay and
that no one should individually own
anything — everything should be
shared. They believe that all factories
should be owned by the workers,
who should share the profits equally.

Fascists

Extreme Right - believe in “survival
of the fittest” - the best people,
often the rich, deserve what they
have because they are naturally
better. Weak people should not be
helped because the country needs
only strong people.

Spartacists

Weimar Republic

Kapp Putsch
Nazi's
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Freikorps

Paramilitary groups formed
from demobiliced soldiers
at the end of the war. They
refused to give up weapons
and uniforms and were led
by ex-army officers. Most

Freikorps were monarchists
who sought to save Germany

from Bolshevism even
though they did not support
the Weimar Republic

There were about two
hundred different groups
across Germany.
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Effects

This table shows what happened to the price of bread in Berlin (prices in marks):

and this s

December 1918 05
December 1921 T
December 1922 163
Tanvary 1923 250
March 1923 963
Tone 1923 1365
Toly 1923 3,465
Avgust 1023 65,000
Septeaber
o 1,512,000
October 1923 1,743,000,000
November
o 201,000,000,000
what happened to the price of some other goods:
Teem 13| Sommer 1033 November 1923
Tese 0.08 5,000 50,000,000,000
Tk butter 270 6,000 6,000,000,000,000
Tkg beef 175 15,500 5,600,000,000,000
Pair shoes 12.00 1,000,000 532,000,000,000,000
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‘Gustav Who?

 Gustav Stresemann was made Chancellor (second in
charge) of Germany in 123.

+ He was one of the most able politicians of the Weimar
Republic.

 He faced several problems - Germany was on the brink of
collapse, and groups like the Naz's were seeing a chance
totake over.

+ People were having to barter and swap things because:
money was worthiess.

+He set out solve Germany's problems.
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Interpretation 2 From Weimar and Nazi Germany, E. Wimlott, published in 1997

German prosperity was built on quicksand foundations. The Weimar economy was dependent
upon high-interest American loans, which usually had to be repaid or renewed within three

months. In times of depression, US moneylenders could demand rapid repayment. Moreover,
unemployment never fell below 1.3 million. Although big business grew in the 1920s, small
firms struggled and many went bankrupt.
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IF\terpretation 1 From Weimar and Nazi Germany, F. Reynoldson, published in 1996
From 1924 to 1929 the Weimar Republic was much stronger than it had been just after the

war. Led by Stresemann in the Reichstag, the different parties managed to work together. The
extreme parties such as the Nazis gained fewer seats in the elections. The German people
were better off and more contented. The Weimar Republic looked safe.
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‘The Weimar Constitution —

Freedom—The weimar
o ol Ideas such s everyone oot
and several being able to vote, free. ordinary Germans (like
. v s spoec s T
‘Spartacists, The Kapp. n!v:: Germany and very politics for the first time
utichand Hilr's moder
Wi e n
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