Weimar and Nazi Germany Key topic 2: Hitler’s Rise to Power
Weimar and Nazi Germany 1918-1938
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	Hitler’s Rise to Power

	1
	Hitler sets up the Nazi Party in 1920 and becomes Chancellor in January 1933. This happens for a variety of reasons – Hitler’s strengths, inbuilt problems of the Weimar Republic, and the weaknesses of others. 

	Key events

	2
	1919 Hitler joins the German Worker’s Party

	3
	1920 Hitler sets up the Nazi Party

	4
	1921 Hitler introduces the SA

	5
	1923 The Munich Putsch

	6
	1925 Mein Kampf published

	7
	1926 Bamberg Conference

	8
	1928 Nazis win 12 seats in Reichstag

	9
	1929 Death of Stresemann and Wall Street Crash

	10
	1930 Nazis win 107 seats in Reichstag

	11
	1932 July Nazis win 230 seats in Reichstag

	12
	1932 November Nazis win 196 seats in Reichstag

	13
	1933 January Hitler becomes Chancellor

	Key Concepts

	14
	The Munich Putsch is a significant event. Although a failure, Hitler gained publicity, he wrote Mein Kampf and he realised that if he was to win power, he needed to do this by votes and not by force. 

	15
	Stable Stresemann caused problems for the popularity of the Nazi Party. When times were good, voters were not attracted to the Nazi policies. 

	 16
	The Wall Street Crash was a major turning point in the fortunes of the Nazi Party. The Nazi message did not change but people were now prepared to hear it. 

	17
	The  Backstairs Intrigue - At a time when Nazi popularity at the polls was decreasing, Hitler was handed power by political elites who feared a Communist take over and Civil War.









	Key Words

	18
	NSDAP
	The Nazis

	19
	Iron Cross Award
	Given for bravery in war

	20
	Volk
	The notion of pure German people

	21
	25 Point Programme
	The political manifesto of the Nazi Party

	22
	Volkischer Beobachter
	People’s Observer, a Nazi newspaper

	23
	Fuhrerprinzip
	Belief that one person should run a Party

	24
	Swastika
	Emblem of the Nazi Party

	25
	SA or Sturmabteilung
	Private army of the Nazi Party headed by Himmler

	26
	Aryan
	Pure German people

	27
	Anti-Semitism
	Hatred of the Jewish people

	28
	Mein Kampf
	Hitler’s autobiography

	29
	Putsch
	An attempt to get power illegally 

	30
	Blood Martyrs
	16 Nazis who died at the Munich Putsch

	31
	Gaue 
	Local party branches

	32
	SS or Schutzstaffel
	Hitler’s bodyguards 

	33
	KPD
	German Communist Party

	34
	Propaganda
	Goebbels attempted to make people think in a certain way

	35
	Hindenburg
	The President of the Republic from 1925 to 1934

	36
	Roter Frontkampferbund
	The Communist’s own private army







What were the key features of the Nazi Party in the early 1920s?
Task 1What do you already know about the Nazis? Write down as much information as you can around the picture
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[image: ]Adolf Hitler – a profile
Use the information on page 29 to complete the timeline belowChallenge task
Give two things you can infer form source A about Hitler’s early life (4 marks)

	Date
	Event

	1889
	

	1903
	

	1907
	

	1908-1913
	

	1914
	

	1918
	



What were the key features of the early Nazi Party? 
Task 1 – use page 30 to fill in the gapsThe right wing German Workers‘ Party (DAP) was founded by _________________in 1919 in the German state of ______________—known for its right wing views. The DAP had some socialist views but were also very _______________, for example stressing the völkisch idea of a pure German people
 Hitler joined the party that same year. In 1919, it had around ____________. Drexler soon spotted Hitler‘s talents for ____________ and ______________. Hitler personally designed the Nazi flag, with its symbol, the____________. Red, white and black had been the colours of Germany‘s flag under the Kaiser. Hitler‘s speeches focused on his disgust at the Treaty of Versailles, his hatred of the Weimar Republic and the___________________, and the so called _________________- Communists and Jews. 
By ___________ Hitler had become the leader of the party. Membership rapidly grew, largely because of the attention Hitler‘s ______________attracted. 










Hitler   ‘enemy within’    propaganda   German people  50 members  Anton Drexler    speeches  swastika  public speaking   Bavaria    nationalistic     1921    
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Task – Using four different colours or symbols match the 25 point programme with the key principles above.




Hitler began to dominate the party and became leader in 1921. The party grew in popularity but their controversial views meant that sometimes violence broke out at their meetings. A protection force was soon established which eventually became known as the Sturmabteilung or SA for short. Use the information on page 32 to write down the key features of the SA below. 
[image: Image result for Sturmabteilung]Key features of the SA 
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	Key words 

	Dolchstoss
	Stab in the back theory – Germany had been betrayed by its own government at the end of World War 1 

	völkisch
	Populist/ populism. In the case of the DAP picking up on the ideas that Germany would be better of only ‘pure’ Germans lived there.   

	Mein Kampf 
	Hitler’s autobiography written in in 1924 while he was in prison.  

	Sturmabteilung
	The SA or brownshirts – the Nazis private army
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Notes page















at was the significance of the Munich Putsch in 1923?
· [image: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/8/8a/Map-WR-Bavaria.svg/1024px-Map-WR-Bavaria.svg.png]In 1919, socialists had attempted to establish a Bavarian Socialist Republic – crushed by the Freikorps and army.
· Right-wing government took power afterwards – Bavaria becomes a hotbed for small right-wing nationalist groups e.g. Nazis.
· As a result of hyper-inflation and the Ruhr crisis, Bavaria was experiencing political crisis in 1923 with violence and assassinations taking place.
· This led to the appointment of GUSTAV VON KAHR as State Commissioner for Bavaria.
· He ruled with dictatorial powers alongside the head of the police HANS VON SEISSER and head of the Reichswehr (Army) in Bavaria, OTTO VON LOSSOW.KEY PEOPLE
Gustav von Kahr – Head of the Bavarian Government during 1923.
Hans von Seisser – Head of the Bavarian police.
Erich Ludendorff – Ex-Army General from the First World War.
Adolf Hitler – Leader of the NSDAP (Nazi Party).


Task. Using the information above explain why Hitler would choose to attempt to seize power in Munich and not Berlin. 





 Reasons for the Munich Putsch
Use the information on p.33 to write down the reasons for the Munich Putsch in order of importance.



[image: http://www.redbridgerenet.co.uk/agreedsyllabus/diamondblank.gif]












Task. What were the key events of the Munich Putsch? Place number the events below to place them in the correct order 
Stresemann gave into France and Belgium and ended passive resistance in the Ruhr. This helped combat hyperinflation but angered many people. Germany appeared weak
Hitler highlighted Stresemann’s decision as a betrayal. Stresemann had given in to the Allies as the Government had done in 1918 by ending World War One.
Hitler knew that this would be a good time to challenge the government - the people of Germany had been through economic hardship and considered the government to be weak and unable to stand up for Germany and to solve its problems 
The Nazis attempted to bring down the government by marching on Munich. They tried to persuade the head of the Bavarian Government – Kustov von Kahr to join them
Kahr managed to get away from the Nazis after pretending to go along with their plan. He and his most trusted general Lossow contacted the State Police
When Hitler marched on Munich the revolt was crushed with 16 Nazis being killed. Hitler was arrested. The putsch was a failure but it did show that the Government could easily be attacked by extremist groups


	











Was the Munich Putsch a complete failure? Sort the consequences of the much Putsch into either success of failure suing the grid below.
	The attempt to seize power by force was an embarrassing failure. He failed to secure the support he needed from the Bavarian politicians 
	As he reflected following the failure of the Putsch, Hitler realised that he would have to change tactics to take power. He decided that the Nazis would have to win power using democratic means. 
	Hitler used his trial to gain nationwide publicity. He talked about his views on The Novembers Criminals, the weak government and the betrayal of the Jews. His long speeches were reported in national newspapers. 

	Hitler received 5 years in Jail but was out within 9 months. He spent his time in comfortable surroundings at Landsburg prison
	Whilst in Prison Hitler wrote (dictated) his autobiography Mein Kampf. He outlined his views and it became a big seller. Some historians also believed it was at this point he became convinced he was meant to become leader of Germany
	Hitler was arrested and placed on trial for treason

	Challenge – which is the most important of these consequences? Explain your answer




Source Questions – exam practice 
[image: Wilhelm Frick, Hermann Kriebel, Erich Ludendorff, Adolf Hitler, Wilhelm Brückner and Ernst Roehm in 1923]   Questions
1. Give two things you can infer from Source A about Hitler’s views on politics after the Munich Putsch.  (4 MARKS).  Use provided template.
2. How useful are Sources B and C for an enquiry into Hitler’s role in the Munich Putsch of 1923?  Explain your answer, using Sources B+C and your knowledge of the historical context.  (8 MARKS).
Source C – An excerpt from a book called Hitler the Pawn, written in 1936 by Rudolf Olden.  Olden was a critic of Hitler who was in exile in London when he wrote his book.
Hitler wanted "to make himself scarce," to retreat with the fighting leagues to Rosenheim. This simply meant flight. The General [Ludendorff] had another plan. He was certain of success. No German, at any rate no German in uniform, would shoot at the "General of the World War," at the national hero. At about noon a procession of 2000 National Socialists marched, twelve abreast, through the town. At first shot Hitler had flung himself to the ground. He sprained his arm, but this did not prevent him from running. He found his car and drove into the mountains.
Source A – Comments made by Hitler as a prisoner in Landsberg.  He was speaking to a fellow Nazi inmate.
“When I resume active work it will be necessary to follow a new policy.  Instead of working to achieve power by armed conspiracy, we shall have to hold our noses and enter parliament against the Catholic and Communist members.  If out-voting them takes longer than out-shooting them, at least the results will be guaranteed by their own constitution.  Sooner or later, we shall have a majority in parliament.”
Source B – A painting called Hitler at the Munich Beer Cellar, painted by German artist Hermann Otto Hoyer in 1937.



















To what extent were the years 1924-28 a ‘lean’ time for the Nazi Party?
Task one – sort the statements below into two categories – either success or failure
	At the Bamburg conference of 1926 Hitler strengthened his position as leader by wining over rivals Joseph Goebbels and Gregor Strasser. He also created the SS, his personal bodyguard (loyal to him only)
	Party Membership Steadily increased. In 1929, the total party membership was 178,000 — quite a considerable increase over the 1925 figure which stood at 27,000


	There was an increased focus on propaganda as a method of gaining support
	Election results Gradually decreased  
· 32 in May 1924
· 14 in December 1924
· 12 in 1928.

	Hitler was treated leniently after the Munich Putsch and given a short prison sentence. Whist in prison he was able to write ‘Mein Kampf’ 
	Weimar Germany’s economy recovered in the years 1924-29. More Germans were happy and unemployment went down. 

	The Nazis targeted specific groups. Urban working classes before 1928 but the middle classes and farmers after the Wall Street Crash in 1929. 
	Hitler won over rivals (such as Joseph Goebbels) and made himself unchallenged leader (furherprincip)

	The Nazi Party reorganised in local branches that were directly loyal to Hitler
	Hitler used the trial following the Munich putsch to raise his profile and get his ideas heard

	The Nazis set up the Hitler Youth and the SS(a new elite armed force)
	The Stresemann era was one of stability in terms of politics



What was the main reason that Nazis were relatively quiet during these years?



	Key words 

	Bavaria
	A region of  Southern Germany that was quite ‘right wing’ (has nationalistic beliefs). Munich was its capital and one of the most important German Cities.  

	Putsch
	An attempt to seize power by force (like the Kapp Putsch). 

	Furher
	Hitler’s title in the Nazi Party. It meant leader but more than simply a poltical leader, more like a father or guide. 





Notes page
Why was Hitler appointed Chancellor of Germany in January 1933?
As you have seen despite the Nazis reorganising and gaining embers in the years after the Munich Putsch they were less popular than ever in elections and still considered political outsiders. By 1933 they were the most popular party in the Reichstag and President Hindenburg had  agreed to appoint Hitler as Chancellor of Germany. There are broadly three factors that helped the Nazis to gain power
1. Problems within Germany
2. Strengths of the Nazi Party
3. Political problems and intrigue (deals and backhand schemes amongst the politicians of the Weimar Republic)
We are going to look at all of these in more detail but for now sort the factors below into one of the three categories above. 

	Hitler was a skilled speaker and his charisma drew people to the Nazis
	The Nazis gained the support of some wealthy businessmen (afraid of instability and communism) to bank roll their expensive campaigns
	Germany was struck by the Great Depression, a global economic crisis that began in America. 

	Hitler ran for president in 1932. He lost to Hindenburg (he knew he would) but gained huge amounts of publicity and prestige (and 13 million votes!)
	Joseph Goebbels became expert and spreading Nazi propaganda through over 120 newspapers and other media such as posters. 
	The SA were used to ‘keep order’ and ‘protect’ the Nazis. They attacked and intimidated opponents and many Germans found their approach appealing in a time of chaos. 

	Communism became increasing popular and people suffered form unemployment and low wages. The middle class feared communism. 
	The Nazi message skilfully made ‘scape goats’ of Jews, communists and Weimar politicians. Germans were looking for someone to blame for their problems. 
	The Weimar governments were unable to cope with the depression. Stresemann died in 1929 and the parties struggled to agree on what to do.

	Bruning was brought in as chancellor in 1930. He could not gain agreement in the Reichstag for his polices so persuaded President Hindenburg to use Article 48. Democracy was over. 
	Unemployment went up to 6 million (around 4 out of 10 of the working population)
	Experiences Weimar politicians such as Von Papen though they could manipulate Hitler – Hindenburg actually chose to appoint him chancellor in January 1933!



What was the impact of the Great Depression on Germany?
The Weimar Republic was devastated by the Wall Street Crash of October 1929 and the Great Depression that followed. The Crash had a devastating impact on the American economy but because America had propped up the Weimar Republic with huge loans in 1924 (the Dawes Plan) and in 1929 (the Young Plan), what happened to the American economy had to impact the Weimar Republic’s economy.
Both plans had loaned Weimar money to prop up the country’s economy – especially after the experiences of hyperinflation in 1923. Now America needed those loans back to assist her faltering economy.

 After the Wall Street Crash, America gave Germany 90 days to start to re-pay money loaned to her. No other world power had the money to give Germany cash injections. Britain and France were still recovering from the First World War and the Wall Street Crash was to have an impact on industrial Britain. Stalin’s Russia was still in a desperate state and embarking on the 5 year plans. Therefore, an impoverished Weimar Germany could only call on America for help and she was effectively bankrupt by the end of 1929 and quite incapable of lending money.
Companies throughout Germany – though primarily in the industrial zones such as the Ruhr – went bankrupt and workers were laid off in their millions. Unemployment affected nearly every German family just 6 years after the last major economic disaster – hyperinflation – had hit Weimar.

Task 1: Highlight all the negative effects of the Great Depression on Germany in the test above
	Date
	% unemployed
	%Nazi Seats in Reichstag

	May 1924
	13.5%
	6.7%

	November 1924
	6.7%
	2.8%

	May 1928
	10%
	2.4%

	September 1930
	15.3%
	18.5%

	July 1932
	30%
	37.8%

	November 1932
	27%
	33.5%

	March 1933
	23%
	44.5%





Task: Use the table on the previous page to plot a rough graph showing how unemployment affected popularity of the Nazi Party
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What were the key reasons the Nazis gained popularity between 1929 and 1933?
	Goebbels and Propaganda
	Rank

	
	

	What is this?

	How did it increase popularity of Nazis?


	The Great Depression
	Rank

	
	

	What is this?

	How did it increase popularity of Nazis?


Use the textbook(pgs. 39-50) to add notes and rank each factor in order of importance












	1932 Presidential election
	Rank

	
	

	What is this?

	How did it increase popularity of Nazis?


	Wealthy supporters
	Rank

	
	

	What is this?

	How did it increase popularity of Nazis?




	







	Key words 

	propaganda
	Information presented to the public to persuade them of a specific point of view. Of way of behaving.  One-sided and often misleading.  

	Great Depression
	A global economic crisis was caused by the collapse of the American Stock Exchange in 1929 – America had such a global reach  that most Western countries were affected, especially Germany. 




	Hitler’s leadership
	Rank

	
	

	What is this?

	How did it increase popularity of Nazis?



	The SA
	Rank

	
	

	What is this?

	How did it increase popularity of Nazis?














	Fear of Communism
	Rank

	
	

	What is this?

	How did it increase popularity of Nazis?


	Weaknesses of Weimar politics
	Rank

	
	

	What is this?

	How did it increase popularity of Nazis?



   









What was the most important reason? Explain your answer







Why was Hitler appointed Chancellor in 1933?
	Date
	Event

	April 1932
	Hitler was able to win ____________ in the second round of the _____________. This showed that the Nazis were _____________

	July 1932
	The Nazis won __________ in the General Election making them the ____________ party in the Reichstag.  However President _____________ did not like___________ so did not make him Chancellor. Instead ______________ stayed on as Chancellor and called another election hoping that the Nazis would _______________

	November 1932
	The Nazis won _____________ in the election. Despite this Hitler still demanded to be ______________. At this point Hindenburg lost patience with von Papen and sacked him as Chancellor and instead appointed _______________

	December 1932
	_____________ was angry that he had been replaced as Chancellor. He held secret talks with ___________ who was to be leader of a new government with ___________ as Vice Chancellor

	January 1933
	Von Papen persuaded _____________ that a coalition government would bring ____________. He also claimed that he would be able to ___________ Hitler. So on _______________ Hitler was appointed Chancellor of Germany. He had achieved his goals in a legal and ____________ manner.


Use the textbook to place the missing words below in the correct gaps. 
	von Papen
	Hitler
	Hindenburg
	lose popularity
	von Papen
	Hindenburg
	biggest

	control
	democratic
	Chancellor
	von Schleicher
	stability
	Hitler
	230 seats

	196 seats
	lose popularity
	30 January 1933
	gaining popularity
	von Papen
	Presidential Election
	13.4 million
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3 a How useful are sources A and B for an enquiry into why people supported the Nazis? Explain your answer using sources A and B and your knowledge of the historical context









	Source A is useful (Content, Own knowledge, Provenance)
	Limitations (Content, Own knowledge, Provenance)

	







	

	Source B Is useful
	Limitations

	





	



[image: ]What is the key argument of interpretation 1?









What is the key argument of interpretation 2?










3b. Study interpretations 1 and 2.They give different views why support for the Nazis grew after 1929. 
What is the main difference between these views?  
Explain your answer using details from both interpretations (4 marks)
Identify the main difference and then explain it with supporting evidence form the source. Explain the main difference

Read through both interpretations. Annotate and highlight them if you want. You are looking to understanding their viewpoint on a particular issues, in this case  Nazi tactics and support. Its worth taking your time as the next 28 marks depend on your understanding of them! 









3 c. Suggest one reason why interpretations 1 and 2 give different views on why support for the Nazis grew after 1929
You may use sources A and B to help you with your answer 


Why do you think they might be different? Think about
Start your answer by saying interpretations 1 and 2 are different as they choose to focus on different evidence…
· The authors could be using different sources. Refer to sources B and C as examples 
· The authors could focussing on different time periods
· The authors could be choosing to emphasise different aspects of the issue
Explain your answer with evidence

















3d. How far do you agree with interpretation 1 about the reasons why support for the Nazis grew after 1929?
Explain your answer using both interpretations and your knowledge of the historical context. 



Phew!  A big mark question. Luckily you have done a lot of the hard work by answering the previous questions.
· State the view given in the named interpretation. E.g. Interpretation 2 gives the view that….
· Evaluate the view given in that interpretation, talking about what it says, what you know and what the other interpretation says. Say if you agree or disagree with what it s saying. 
· Evaluate the view that is given in the other interpretation, talking about what it says, what you know and what the other interpretation says. Say if you agree or disagree with what it s saying. 
· Reach a judgment where you state if you agree or disagree with the statement given. Substantiate (back up) your judgment










	Interpretation 1 argues that the main reason for the growth in support for the Nazis was

Evaluate – agree I agree with this is some ways (add in own knowledge)


Evaluate challenge - However, it could be argued (use own knowledge to challenge interpretation)




	Interpretation 1 argues that the main reason for the growth in support for the Nazis was

Evaluate – agree I agree with this is some ways (add in own knowledge)


Evaluate challenge - However, it could be argued (use own knowledge to challenge interpretation)





	Reach a judgment. Do you agree or disagree with the argument put forward in interpretation 1 about the Nazis gaining support. Substantiate (add evidence to support) your judgement











Task: Connect the factors together – write down the nature of the connection on the line
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Why did Hitler become Chancellor of Germany in January 1933?- Match the heads to tails
	The Treaty of Versailles (1919)
	
	This gave Hitler nationwide publicity. He was able to speak about his hatred of democracy at his trial.

	Hyperinflation in Germany (1923)
	
	The Nazis dropped unpopular policies e.g. they originally wanted to nationalise large businesses but dropped this aim in order to gain the support of business owners.

	The Munich Putsch (1923)
	
	This led to the USA recalling the loans and sent Germany into a deep economic depression. 6 million people lost their jobs. Many started voting for the Nazis because they promise ‘work and bread’ 

	Mein Kampf
	
	Hitler promised to stop paying reparations, rebuild the army and win German land back. This pleased many Germans.

	Hitler’s personal qualities
	
	Democracy had resulted in two massive economic crashes (1923 and 1929-33). By 1930, the President was having to use article 48 to pass emergency laws. Hitler argued that democracy wasn’t working for Germany.

	The Sturmabteilung
	
	Communism grew more popular during the Great Depression as many workers wanted the upper class to share their wealth. Many rich people started to vote for the Nazis because they promised to destroy Communism.

	Flexible Nazi policy
	
	He made the final choice to make Hitler Chancellor. He believed that Hitler could be controlled by surrounding him with Non-Nazi officials. He believed that Hitler would fail and the Nazis would lose votes.

	Nazi Propaganda
	
	Prices rose out of control and plunged many Germans into poverty. The Weimar Government was blamed as they caused the problems by printing money.

	The Wall Street Crash (October 1929)
	
	Many Germans voted for the Nazis for negative reasons i.e. they didn’t particularly like the Nazi policies but hated democracy so much that they voted for the Nazis as the only real alternative.

	The Proportional Voting System
	
	This meant that lots of different political parties were elected into the Reichstag. As a result, decision making was slow. This made the democracy look unworkable and inefficient

	Failure of Democracy
	
	The Nazis used radio broadcasts, films, posters etc. to spread their messages and to gain votes. Gauleiters across the country spread the propaganda.

	Fear of Communism
	
	Hitler promised to make Germany great again. He promised a class-less society where there was no internal conflict. He promised economic success and victory for the Aryan race. This appealed to many Germans

	President Hindenburg
	
	This autobiography was eventually read by millions. Many Germans came to believe Hitler’s message that democracy didn’t work and a Nazi dictatorship was needed.

	Negative Cohesion
	
	The Nazi private army disrupted opposition meetings. They caused violence in the streets which made the Weimar Republic look out of control

	Hitler’s Utopian Vision
	
	Hitler was memorable. His striking appearance, excellent oratory skills and determination to succeed, all contributed to his success.


[bookmark: _GoBack]
22

image3.png




image4.png




image5.png




image6.png




image7.png
Source A From Mein Kampf, written by Hitler in 1924.
Here he is describing his time in Vienna

My life was a continuous struggle with hunger ... | had but
one pleasure - my books. At that time | read enormously
and thoroughly ... In this way | forged in a few years' time
the-foundation of a knowledge from which I still draw
nourishment today ... In this period there took shape
within me a world picture and a philosophy which became
the granite foundation of all my acts. In addition to what

I then created, | have had to learn little and | have had to
alter nothing.
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In 1920, Hitler and Drexler wrote the 25 point programme—a political manifesto. Here are some of its
key ideas:

« Big businesses should
be nationalised (taken
over by the

government)

«Scrap it! The November «Only people of German
Criminals have betrayed blood (Aryans) - not
Germany and stabbed Jews — can be citizens
the army in the back and can vote. Jews are

to blame for Germany's

problems

* Strong central
government is better
than ‘weak’ democracy
—decisions can be made

more easily

Treaty of
Versailles

Businesses
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The union of all Germans to form a Greater Germany.

2 The scrapping of the Treaty of Versailles.

4 Citizenship of the state to be granted only to people of German blood.
Therefore, no Jew was to be a citizen of the nation.

s The right to vote in elections to be allowed only to German citizens,

7 Foreign nationals to be deported i it became impossible to feed the entire
population.

s All non-Germans who entered the country after 1914 to leave.

s The government to nationalise all businesses that had been formed into
corporations.

“ “The government to profitshare in major industries

7 “An end to all speculation in land and any land needed for communal purposes to
be seized. There would be no compensation

23 Al newspaper editors and contributors to be German, and non-German papers
<o appear only with the permission of the government.

2 Religious freadom for all - providing the views expressed did not thraaten or
offend the German people.

25 The creation of a strong central government for the Reich to put the new

programme into effect,
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Source EAmember of the
Nazi Party describing one
of Hitler's speeches in 1922
My critical faculty was
swept away. Leaning
forward as if he were
trying to force his inner
selfinto the consciousness
of all these thousands, he
was holding the masses,
and me with them, under
a kypnotic spell by the
sheer force of his belief
I forgot everything but
the man; then glancing
around, | saw that his
magnetism was holding
these thousands as one.
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S N
Source D The pledge of loyalty and obedience taken by members of the SA

As a member of the NSDAP, | pledge mysalf by its storm flag to:

B be always ready to stake life and limb in the struggle for the aims of the movement

® give absolute military obedience to my military superiors and leaders

B bear myself honourably in and out of service.
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Practice question

How useful are Sources D and E for an enquiry into the early Nazi Party? Exolain your
answer, using Sources D and E and your knowledge of the historical contexz.
(For guidance, see pages 62-64)
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Source A From ‘A fairytale of Christmas’, a short story
writtenin 1931, by Rudolf Leonhard, a member of the
Communist Party (KPD). Leonhard was writing about the
unemployed in Germany

No one knew how many of them there were. They
complezely filled the streets ... They stood o- Lay about in
the streets as if they had taken root there. The streets were
grey, thair faces we-e grey, and even the hair on their heads
and the stubble on the cheeks of the youngest there was
greywith dust and treir adversity.

Source B Adapted from the diary of Luise Solmitz, 23
March 1932. A schoolteacher, Solmitz was writing about
attending a meeting in Hamburg at which Hitler spoke
There stood Hitler in a simple black coat, loaking over the
crowd of 120,000 pesple of all classes and ages .. a forest
of swastika flags unurled, the joy of this moment showed
itself in 3 roaring salute... The crowd looked up to Hitler with
touching faith, as their helper, their saviour, :heir deliverer
from unaearable distress ... He is the rescuer of the scholar,
the farmer, the worker and the unemployed.
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Interpretation 1 From a history textbook, GCSE Modern
World History, B. Walsh, published in 1996

The Nazis won increased suppart after 1929 due to Hitler.
He was their greatest campaigning asset. He was a
powerful speaker and was years ahead of his time as a
communicator. He travelled by plane on a hectic tour o
rallies all over Germany. He appeared as a dynamic man
of the moment, the leader of a modern parzy with modern
ideas. At the same time, he was able to apgear to be the
man of the people, someone who knew and understood the
people and their problems. Nazi supported rocketed

Interpretation 2 From a history textbook, Modern World
History, T. Hewitt, J. McCabe and A. Mendum, published

in 1995

The Depression was the main reason for increased support
for the Nazis. The government was taken by surprise at the
speed and extent of the Depression. It also had very few
answers as to how to deal with it. The Depression brought
outall the weaknesses of the Weimar Republic, which
‘seemed to be incapable of doing anything to end it. It is ot
surprising that the German people began tc listen to parties
promising to do something. In particular, they began to .ook
toand support the Nazis
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