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Course Specification - 
· You will begin your A2 course with a brief overview of the history of America from 1803 – 1890, focussing on the changing nature of America at this time.
· During this study you will develop your interest in, and understanding of, important developments. You will also ask significant questions about important issues. 

· You will study a chronological range wide enough for the study of continuity and change, which will allow the development of the Key Topics and for the analysis of cause and consequences within the periods. This will enable you to make substantiated judgements, over substantial lengths of time, so that you can see issues in a wider perspective. 

· The Topic areas include the study of significant individuals, societies, events and issues. They also include a range of different historical perspectives, for example aesthetic, cultural, economic, ethnic, political, religious, scientific, social and technological

· You will have a question dealing with historians‘ interpretations so you should be familiar with different interpretations within these topics, and able to use their knowledge to evaluate them. The interpretations set will be quotations (usually 1 to 2 sentences in length) from historians, and will be fully attributed with the publication title and date. Knowledge of the historical context and the wider historical debate should be used to analyse the interpretation and to evaluate its strengths and weaknesses. 
Success at A Level

You need to up your independent learning a little bit, making sure you are working independently for 5 hours a week minimum. You have your course text book which is KEY in knowing – Inside out!  In the department, there are lots of books available either proper history books or novels to give you an insight into the period.
Assessment will be through class exams, essays and finally in your 1.5 hour exam. You are required to demonstrate a breadth of knowledge at A Level and be able to identify key changes and similarities. You must show your understanding of the WHOLE period not just one event or person.
	Unit Y216 The USA in the 19th Century: Westward expansion and Civil War 1803 – c1890
In unit group 2 non-British History is studied, with an emphasis on use of knowledge and understanding and judgement. Within the unit of study there are four units, two which are focussed on interpretation and two which are knowledge based. 
The interpretation topics are: Westward expansion; causes and impact and The growth of sectional tension 1850 – 1861. For these topics you be expected to not only have in depth knowledge of key events but understand that they have been interpreted in different ways and be able to explain these interpretations. You will have to analyse quotations in this section. 
The knowledge based topics are: Native Americans and The Civil War. Here you will be expected to demonstrate in depth and accurate factual information in your answers. 


Unit 2

Non-British Study: The USA in the 19th Century: Westward expansion and Civil War 1803 – c.1890
	Key Topics
	Content

	Westward expansion; causes and impacts 
AS INTERPRETATION TOPIC 
	The factors which contributed to the opening up of the West e.g. exploration, fur trade, cattle, mining and farming, gold, trails, roads (e.g. Cumberland Road), steamboats, railways, telegraph, the Mormons, settlers (including push and pull factors), ‘manifest destiny’, opportunities, incentives and escape; the impact of the Federal Government on westward expansion e.g. Louisiana Purchase, Florida, Texas, Oregon, Gadsden Purchase, War with Mexico, admission of new states to the Union, Federal Government and communications, mail, Homestead Act, Morrill Act, conservation; the economic, social, political, cultural impact of westward expansion. 

	Native Americans 

	Nature and diversity of Native American society in the early 19th Century; Tecumseh’s Confederacy; First Seminole War and other ‘wars’; Jackson and the Indian Removal Act; Bureau of Indian Affairs; treaties and the ‘Indian Wars’ of 1860s/70s; resources e.g. gold and actions of settlers, Dawes Act and Americanisation; reasons for destruction of Native American societies. 

	The growth of sectional tension 1850–1861 
AS INTERPRETATION TOPIC 
	Main differences between North and South by 1850 including the breakdown of the Missouri Compromise; sectionalism; the issues of slavery and westward expansion as they developed in the 1850s including 1850 Compromise, Kansas-Nebraska, Dred Scott, John Brown, Lincoln and the Republican Party; election of 1860; secession and the failure of compromise; reasons for outbreak of hostilities. 

	The Civil War 

	Leadership in the North and South during the Civil War; Lincoln and the Union, character, appointments, relations with ministers, organisation of war effort, Emancipation Proclamation, election of 1864; Davis and Confederacy, character, appointments, relations with ministers, states, organisation of war effort; reasons for Union victory including effectiveness of McClellan, Grant and Lee as military commanders; resources; morale; strategies; the significance of major campaigns and battles including Antietam, Shiloh, Vicksburg, Gettysburg, the march through Georgia, Wilderness Campaign; naval blockade; international situation. 


Folder organisation is STILL CRUCIAL!!
If your folder is organised and you can put your hands on anything at any time, you will give yourself the VERY BEST chance when coming to revise. 

	A lever-Arch folder to be divided…

· Admin: Mark scheme etc.
· Course Specifications

Content

· Overview of America, maps and timelines

· Westward expansion; causes and impacts

· Native Americans

· The growth of sectional tension 1850 – 1861

· The Civil War

· Assessments & Feedback

· Historiography focussing on interpretations for westward expansion and sectional tensions
(Historians ideas and quotes you come across as you study this course)
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Remember, you are now on an A Level course and you MUST be doing 5 hours INDEPENDENT work a fortnight (AT LEAST)




Exam one hour 30 minutes

	Section A
10 marks
	Thematic Study 
· The thematic essays will focus on making links and comparisons between different aspects of the topics studied and of testing hypotheses before reaching a judgement.

	Section B
20 marks
	Depth Study
· The depth studies will require learners to evaluate historians’ interpretations of the named events (etc). This will provide learners with the opportunity to assess and evaluate the arguments using their analytical skills and knowledge of the wider historical debates. They will have the opportunity to show they can discriminate between different interpretations to reach a supported judgement on the issue on which they are being examined.


OCR A Level essay

AO1: Demonstrate, organise and communicate knowledge and understanding to analyse and evaluate the key features related to the periods studied, making substantiated judgements and exploring concepts, as relevant, of cause, consequence, change, continuity, similarity, difference and significance.
Section A

	
	AO1: Demonstrate, organise and communicate knowledge and understanding to analyse and evaluate the key features related to the periods studied, making substantiated judgements and exploring concepts, as relevant, of cause, consequence, change, continuity, similarity, difference and significance. 

	
	Generic mark scheme for Question 1(a) and Question 2(a): Which of the following? [10]

	Level 6 
9–10 marks 
	Both factors are thoroughly analysed and evaluated using accurate and detailed knowledge and understanding of key features of the period, in order to reach a developed and substantiated judgement in relation to the question. 

	Level 5 
7–8 marks 
	Both factors are analysed and evaluated using generally accurate and detailed knowledge and understanding of key features of the period, in order to reach a substantiated judgement in relation to the question. 

	Level 4 
5–6 marks 
	Both factors are analysed and evaluated using relevant knowledge and understanding of key features of the period, however treatment of factors may be un-even with analysis and evaluation of one of the two being only partial. Analysis and evaluation is used to support a reasonable judgement in relation to the question. 



	Level 3 
3–4 marks 
	Both factors are analysed and evaluated in a partial way, using some relevant knowledge of key features of the period, in order to make a basic judgement in relation to the question. 

	Level 2 
2 marks 
	Limited and generalised knowledge of the period is used to attempt a limited analysis or evaluation of both factors, and this is linked to a very simplistic judgement. 

	Level 1 
1 mark 
	Very limited and generalised knowledge of the period is used to attempt a very limited analysis or evaluation of one of the factors. The other factor is either not considered or there is very limited information or description of the factor with no attempt to use this knowledge. If there is a judgement, this takes the form of assertion. 

	0 marks 
	Nothing of any relevance to the factors. 


Section B
	
	AO1: Demonstrate, organise and communicate knowledge and understanding to analyse and evaluate the key features related to the periods studied, making substantiated judgements and exploring concepts, as relevant, of cause, consequence, change, continuity, similarity, difference and significance. 

	
	Generic mark scheme for Question 1(b) and Question 2(b): Essay [20] 

	Level 6 
9–10 marks 
	There is a consistent focus on the question throughout the answer. Accurate and detailed knowledge and understanding is demonstrated throughout the answer and is consistently evaluated and analysed in order to reach substantiated, developed and sustained judgements. 

There is a well-developed and sustained line of reasoning which is coherent and logically structured. The information presented is entirely relevant and substantiated. 

	Level 5 
7–8 marks 
	There is a mostly consistent focus on the question. Generally accurate and detailed knowledge and understanding is demonstrated through most of the answer and is evaluated and analysed in order to reach substantiated judgements, but these are not consistently well-developed. 

There is a well-developed line of reasoning which is clear and logically structured. The information presented is relevant and in the most part substantiated. 

	Level 4 
5–6 marks 
	The question is generally addressed. Generally accurate and sometimes detailed knowledge and understanding is demonstrated through most of the answer with evaluation and some analysis, and this is used appropriately to support the judgements that are made. 

There is a line of reasoning presented with some structure. The information presented is in the most-part relevant and supported by some evidence. 

	Level 3 
3–4 marks 
	The question is partially addressed. There is demonstration of some relevant knowledge and understanding, which is evaluated and analysed in parts of the answer, but in places knowledge is imparted rather than being used. The analysis is appropriately linked to the judgements made, though the way in which it supports the judgements may not always be made explicit. 

The information has some relevance and is presented with limited structure. The information is supported by limited evidence. 

	Level 2 
2 marks 
	The focus is more on the topic than the specific demands of the question. Knowledge and understanding is limited and not well used, with only limited evaluation and analysis, which is only sometimes linked appropriately to the judgements made. 

The information has some relevance, but is communicated in an unstructured way. The information is supported by limited evidence and the relationship to the evidence may not be clear. 

	Level 1 
1 mark 
	The answer relates to the topic but not the specific question. The answer contains only very limited relevant knowledge which is evaluated and analysed in a very limited way. Judgements are unsupported and are not linked to analysis. 

Relevant knowledge is limited, generalised and poorly used; attempts at argument are no more than assertion. 

Information presented is basic and may be ambiguous or unstructured. The information is supported by limited evidence. 

	0 marks 
	No evidence of understanding and no demonstration of any relevant knowledge. 


Westward expansion 1803 – c.1890
Topic Checklist
	America

	I know the American States and all the Presidents
	

	I have completed and understand each topic overview sheet
	

	I know all topics off by heart and what the key events and changes were
	

	
	

	Topic 1: Causes and impacts

	I know the factors that lead to the opening up of the west; exploration, fur trade, cattle, mining and farming, gold, trails, roads (e.g. Cumberland Road), steamboats, railways, telegraph, the Mormons, settlers (including push and pull factors), ‘manifest destiny’, opportunities, incentives and escape
	

	I know the impact of the Federal Government on westward expansion e.g. Louisiana Purchase, Florida, Texas, Oregon, Gadsden Purchase, War with Mexico, admission of new states to the Union, Federal Government and communications, mail, Homestead Act, Morrill Act, conservation;
	

	I know the economic, social, political, cultural impact of westward expansion.
	

	I can show understanding of different interpretations of these events’ based on opinion.
	

	
	

	Topic 2: Native Americans 

	I know about the nature and diversity of Native American society in the early 19th Century; Tecumseh’s Confederacy; First Seminole War and other ‘wars’; Jackson and the Indian Removal Act; Bureau of Indian Affairs; treaties and the ‘Indian Wars’ of 1860s/70s.
	

	I know about resources e.g. gold and actions of settlers, Dawes Act and Americanisation
	

	I know about the reasons for destruction of Native American societies
	

	
	


	Topic 3: The growth of sectional tension 

	I know the main differences between North and South by 1850 including the breakdown of the Missouri Compromise and sectionalism.
	

	I know about the issues of slavery and westward expansion as they developed in the 1850s including 1850 Compromise, Kansas-Nebraska, Dred Scott, John Brown, Lincoln and the Republican Party.
	

	I know about the election of 1860; secession and the failure of compromise; reasons for outbreak of hostilities.
	

	I can show understanding of different interpretations of these events’ based on opinion. 
	

	
	

	Topic 4: The Civil War 
	

	I know about Leadership in the North and South during the Civil War; Lincoln and the Union, character, appointments, relations with ministers, organisation of war effort, Emancipation Proclamation, election of 1864
	

	I know about Davis and Confederacy, character, appointments, relations with ministers, states, organisation of war effort; reasons for Union victory including effectiveness of McClellan, Grant and Lee as military commanders; resources; morale; strategies;
	

	I know about the significance of major campaigns and battles including Antietam, Shiloh, Vicksburg, Gettysburg, the march through Georgia, Wilderness Campaign; naval blockade; international situation.
	

	

	
	

	Assessments / Mark scheme 
	

	I understand the Mark scheme’s requirements for my desired grade
	

	I have read all of the essays and noted feedback from text book

	I have acted on and fixed the guidance on my class essays
	


Key events / Themes Time line – LEARN THESE EVENTS AS A MINIMUM!!
Key events / Themes Time line – LEARN THESE EVENTS AS A MINIMUM!!

To be added

.

Essay check sheet.

Please use this in conjunction with your OCR Mark scheme sheet to make sure you are meeting all requirements.

Start: 
Have you planned your answer?








Intro: 
Does your introduction list what you are going to discuss?
Have you stated your argument?

Paragraphs:

Have you written in clear structured and organised paragraphs?
Does each paragraph have a clear point?
Have you used good evidence to back up your point?
Have you explained?
Have you referred back the question when concluding each paragraph?
Do your paragraphs link?

Conclusion:

Have you answered THE QUESTION?
Does your conclusion correspond with your introduction?
Have you incorporated a decision (more important, less important, etc)
Have you summarised your overall argument?

A Level extra’s:

Have you included your own reading?
Have you considered change and continuity (where applicable)
Have you shown context of whole period (where applicable)
Have you used / considered historian’s opinions?
Have you analysed other opinions?
Is your grammar and spelling correct?

As always, if you are stuck, or need guidance, please pop in and speak to your teachers, please don’t leave it until the day its due.


	The following terms are often misspelt / misunderstood

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	



Your paragraphs should ALWAYS PEE...

P= Point (your idea).

E= Explain (develop your analysis)

E= Evidence (you must use specific and detailed evidence)



Introduction

This should be short and sweet, just a few lines to outline what you will include in your essay.

Main body- Here’s what the examiner wants to find out:

· Do you know your history, and do you know it precisely enough? DETAILS count! This is a persistent complaint from the Exam board.
· If needed have you shown knowledge of the historical debate?

· Do you know how to write a structured piece of writing - i.e. Introduction/Paragraphs/Conclusion

·  BALANCE- Do you show both points of view?
·  EXPLAINS- points must be explained in detail. This means not producing a shopping list! You must expand your point. Look at this example:

Example 1.) ‘The Red Army won because of the leadership of Trotsky.’

Example 2.) ‘The Red Army won because of the leadership of Trotsky. He disciplined the army.’

Example 3.) ‘The Red Army won because of the leadership of Trotsky. He disciplined the army. This was important because many of the Red army’s recruits were desperately poor and militarily inexperienced workers who merely joined up to be fed and clothed. This initially made them a weaker army who were liable to desert. Trotsky re-introduced the death penalty which helped to ensure a transformation from a rag bag army to a professional fighting force .It was a successful move as desertion in the Red army decreased whilst white generals still struggled to get respect from their troops.

· LINKS the points together to answer the question. This ensures a flow to your essay, and shows how you see how one factor can influence another. This is joined-up thinking.

Conclusion- How to finish your essay – ANSWER THE QUESTION. 

This part is very important, and if you’re running out of time you must get to this point sharpish! This part shows your summary and answers the question directly. DON’T just repeat what you have said before, DON’T introduce new ideas, you must lift your argument to a higher level, here you show where significance lays/links between points and your opinion which of course flows beautifully from your main body. Of course you must support everything you say, it’s not the place to rant and rave aimlessly.  

“Having discussed… (summarise your points) It is clear that Elizabeth had total control of her Parliament by rarely giving into their demands, the only time she did was as discussed … the Monopolies crisis in 1601.”

REPORT ON RECENT A LEVEL EXAMS
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	What the examiners say:

At the very top levels, candidates will be making judgements in every paragraph about importance or success etc. These judgements should not be ‘bolted on’ to the end of a paragraph, but explained throughout the essay. 

	[image: image3.jpg]



	What you should do:

Make sure that you support your judgements with EXAMPLES or they just become assertions with no weight. The same applies to LINKING. Don’t just assert that there is a link – give evidence to show that the link exists and explain the impact of this on the question.

Remember:

Although aiming for judgement throughout is important for higher levels, it is also important to include a good, full conclusion which reaches an overall judgement and focuses on the demands of the question. The examiner noted that some ‘average responses’ were taken into the next level by a well-developed conclusion that reached a judgement.

	What the examiners say:

Candidates who are hoping to score at the higher end of the mark range should pay particular attention to key words and phrases in the question and ensure that they focus their answer on them. When candidates are asked about ‘effective’ the examiner does not want an answer that focuses on ‘successful’. Similarly, ‘assess’ doesn’t mean list, it requires you to compare, link and explain the relative importance of the issues that you consider. 
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	What you should do:

Use your introduction to define any key words and phrases. It may help to indicate criteria to judge whether the concepts in the question have been met – e.g. what will ‘effectiveness’ look like? Make sure you pay attention to DATES in the question too so that you don’t cover issues outside of the period in question.
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	What the examiners say:

Marks are not just awarded for knowledge, but for the USE of knowledge. Very often a few, well-chosen examples are better than an exhaustive list of all the facts about a topic.
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	What you should do:

Make sure that you use RELEVANT knowledge rather than writing down everything that you know. Be selective! This will help with timing too.


Historiography – fill this out as you go through this course

	Historian
	What have they said?
	Positive / Negative?

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Assessments and Feedback – Please read and act on advice and feedback.

NB: Assessments could be essay, exam or presentation.

	Assessment
	Grade / Score
	Feedback

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Westward expansion and Civil War


 1803 - 1890


OCR History Unit Y216





Common phrases


and


Common spelling mistakes





Above all, write in paragraphs (about five to seven is normal) and ensure that you directly answer the question frequently, 


Where possible refer to the question in EVERY paragraph to be safe!








