Course guide
England 1445-1509: Lancastrians, Yorkists and Henry VII 1445-1509
OCR Unit Y105 A Level


Name:

Form:

Teachers email:
	Unit
	Total of A level

	British period study and enquiry 

50 marks 

1 hour 30 minutes paper
	25% of total A  level


	Non-British period study 

30 marks 

1 hour paper
	15% of total A level



	Thematic study and historical interpretations 

80 marks 

2 hour 30 minutes paper
	40% of total A level

	3000–4000 word essay 

(Y100/03 or 04) 

Non exam assessment 

40 marks
	20% of total A level


Enquiry Topic: Wars of the Roses 1445–1461

	Key Topics
	Content

	The Outbreak of the Wars 1445–1450


	The government of England c.1445; the growth of opposition, the issue of taxation, Henry VI’s advisors, patronage, Cade’s rebellion (1450); Henry’s illness (1453–1455); the problem of the nobility; Somerset and York; failure in France to 1450 and its impact on government.

	The early actions of Richard, Duke of York


	York’s return from Ireland (1450); York’s attempted coup (1452); reaction to the birth of Henry’s heir (1453); York’s first Protectorate (1454); York’s removal from the Protectorate; York’s response to the actions of Margaret of Anjou and the second Protectorate (1455).

	War and the defeat of Richard, Duke of York


	Battle of St Albans (1455); capture of Henry VI; restoration of York to the Protectorate; government of Margaret of Anjou; the role of Neville; the ‘love-day’ (1458); flight of the Yorkists; ‘Parliament of the Devils’; Battle of Northampton (1460); York as heir; death of York (1460) and Edward’s claim to the throne.


British Period Study: England 1461–1509

	Key Topics
	Content

	Edward IV’s first rule and the crisis of 1470–1471


	Edward IV’s management of the government; Edward’s relations with the nobility; unrest; marriage to Elizabeth Woodville including the Earl of Warwick; relations with France; Edward’s fall from power and the restoration of Henry 1470–1471 including the role of Margaret of Anjou.

	Edward IV and Richard III 1471–1485


	Edward IV’s management of government; relations with the nobility; finances; Richard III’s accession; claim to the throne, the Princes in the Tower, the removal of the Woodvilles and Hastings; the Buckingham rebellion; government under Richard III, policy towards the nobility; defeat by Henry Tudor and reasons for his overthrow.

	Henry VII’s rule in England 1485–1509


	Henry’s claim to the throne; Yorkist opposition, Lovel, Stafford and Suffolk, the Pretenders, Simnel and Warbeck; relations with the nobility, rewards and punishments; royal finances and their administration, opposition to taxation in Yorkshire and Cornwall; administration, the personnel, Councils, local government and parliament.

	Henry VII’s foreign policy

1485–1509


	England’s position in Europe in 1485, Henry VII’s aims; relations with Burgundy, France, Scotland and Spain; treaties of Medina del campo, Redon, Etaples and Ayton; marriage negotiations; trade agreements, including Magnus Intercursus and Malus


Folder organisation is CRUCIAL!!
If your folder is organised and you can put your hands on anything at any time, you will give yourself the VERY BEST chance when coming to revise. 
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A lever-Arch folder to be divided…

· Admin: Mark scheme etc.
· Course Specifications

· Content
· Assessments & Feedback


	Remember, you are now on an A Level course and you MUST be doing 5 hours INDEPENDENT work a fortnight (AT LEAST)




Exam one hour 30 minutes

	Section A

30 marks
A Level one question of 30 marks
	Interpretations
A level 4 sources and one complex, longer question.

	Section B

20 marks
	Themes

2 essays- complete 1 



Mark Scheme A Level History essay

Wars of Roses Henry VII

Y105 1455-1509

AO1: Demonstrate, organise and communicate knowledge and understanding to analyse and evaluate the key features related to the periods studied, making substantiated judgements and exploring concepts, as relevant, of cause, consequence, change, continuity, similarity, difference and significance.

	Level
	Mark
	Descriptor

	1
	1–3 marks


	The answer relates to the topic but not the specific question. The answer contains only very limited relevant knowledge which is evaluated and analysed in a very limited way. Judgements are unsupported and are not linked to analysis.

Relevant knowledge is limited, generalised and poorly used; attempts at argument are no more than assertion.

Information presented is basic and may be ambiguous or unstructured. The information is supported by limited evidence.

	2
	4–6 marks


	There is a mostly consistent focus on the question. Generally accurate and detailed knowledge and understanding is demonstrated through most of the answer and is evaluated and analysed in order to reach substantiated judgements, but these are not consistently well-developed.

There is a well-developed line of reasoning which is clear and logically structured. The information presented is relevant and in the most part substantiated.

	3
	7-9 marks


	The question is partially addressed. There is demonstration of some relevant knowledge and understanding, which is evaluated and analysed in parts of the answer, but in places knowledge is imparted rather than being used. The analysis is appropriately linked to the judgements made, though the way in which it supports the judgements may not always be made explicit.

The information has some relevance and is presented with limited structure. The information is supported by limited evidence.

	4
	10-12 marks


	The question is generally addressed. Generally accurate and sometimes detailed knowledge and understanding is demonstrated through most of the answer with evaluation and some analysis, and this is used appropriately to support the judgements that are made.

There is a line of reasoning presented with some structure. The information presented is in the most-part relevant and supported by some evidence.

	5
	13-16 marks
	There is a mostly consistent focus on the question. Generally accurate and detailed knowledge and understanding is demonstrated through most of the answer and is evaluated and analysed in order to reach substantiated judgements, but these are not consistently well-developed.

There is a well-developed line of reasoning which is clear and logically structured. The information presented is relevant and in the most part substantiated.

	6
	17-20 marks
	There is a consistent focus on the question throughout the answer. Accurate and detailed knowledge and understanding is demonstrated throughout the answer and is consistently evaluated and analysed in order to reach substantiated, developed and sustained judgements.

There is a well-developed and sustained line of reasoning which is coherent and logically structured. The information presented is entirely relevant and substantiated.


Please use this in conjunction with your OCR Mark scheme sheet to make sure you are meeting all requirements.

Start: 
Have you planned your answer?
  
Intro:

Does your introduction list what you are going to discuss?
Have you stated your argument?

Paragraphs:

Have you written in clear structured and organised paragraphs?
Does each paragraph have a clear point?
Have you used good evidence to back up your point?
Have you explained?
Have you referred back the question when concluding each paragraph?
Do your paragraphs link?

Conclusion:

Have you answered THE QUESTION?
Does your conclusion correspond with your introduction?
Have you incorporated a decision (more important, less important, etc)
Have you summarised your overall argument?

A Level extra’s:

Have you included your own reading?
Have you considered change and continuity (where applicable)
Have you shown context of whole period (where applicable)
Have you used / considered historian’s opinions?
Have you analysed other opinions?
Is your grammar and spelling correct?

As always, if you are stuck, or need guidance, please pop in and speak to your teachers, please don’t leave it until the day its due.
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	The following terms are often misspelt / misunderstood

	affinity
	Followers of a lord, they wore his badge

	parliament
	Please remember that it has an “a” in the middle.

	government
	Please remember that it has an “n” in the middle.

	patronage
	The giving of rewards to followers

	benevolence
	Payment or loan to King, really compulsory gifts

	attainment
	Convicted of treason

	retainers
	Members of a Lord’s affinity, wore his badge, used as soldiers

	usurper
	Someone who seizes the crown illegally

	commons
	The ordinary people



Your paragraphs should ALWAYS PEE...

P= Point (your idea).

E= Explain (develop your analysis)

E= Evidence (you must use specific and detailed evidence)



Introduction

This should be short and sweet, just a few lines to outline what you will include in your essay.

Main body- Here’s what the examiner wants to find out:

· Do you know your history, and do you know it precisely enough? DETAILS count! This is a persistent complaint from the Exam board.
· If needed have you shown knowledge of the historical debate?

· Do you know how to write a structured piece of writing - i.e. Introduction/Paragraphs/Conclusion

·  BALANCE- Do you show both points of view?
·  EXPLAINS- points must be explained in detail. This means not producing a shopping list! You must expand your point. Look at this example:

Example 1.) ‘The Red Army won because of the leadership of Trotsky.’

Example 2.) ‘The Red Army won because of the leadership of Trotsky. He disciplined the army.’

Example 3.) ‘The Red Army won because of the leadership of Trotsky. He disciplined the army. This was important because many of the Red army’s recruits were desperately poor and militarily inexperienced workers who merely joined up to be fed and clothed. This initially made them a weaker army who were liable to desert. Trotsky re-introduced the death penalty which helped to ensure a transformation from a rag bag army to a professional fighting force .It was a successful move as desertion in the Red army decreased whilst white generals still struggled to get respect from their troops.

· LINKS the points together to answer the question. This ensures a flow to your essay, and shows how you see how one factor can influence another. This is joined-up thinking.

Conclusion- How to finish your essay – ANSWER THE QUESTION. 

This part is very important, and if you’re running out of time you must get to this point sharpish! This part shows your summary and answers the question directly. DON’T just repeat what you have said before, DON’T introduce new ideas, you must lift your argument to a higher level, here you show where significance lays/links between points and your opinion which of course flows beautifully from your main body. Of course you must support everything you say, it’s not the place to rant and rave aimlessly.  

“Having discussed… (summarise your points) It is clear that Elizabeth had total control of her Parliament by rarely giving into their demands, the only time she did was as discussed … the Monopolies crisis in 1601.”

Assessments and Feedback – Please read and act on advice and feedback.

NB: Assessments could be essay, exam or presentation.

	Assessment
	Grade / Score
	Feedback

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Common phrases


and


Common spelling mistakes





Above all, write in paragraphs (about five to seven is normal) and ensure that you directly answer the question frequently, 


Where possible refer to the question in EVERY paragraph to be safe!








