WELCOME TO HOLY TRINITY ACADEMY’S SIXTH FORM

At Holy Trinity Academy Sixth Form we seek to create a unique learning community for everyone. Our
Christian community works hard together to provide an experience that has life and learning at its heart
and is always reflective of the values of the Gospel.

Our Sixth Form students are well supported by experienced Sixth Form teachers and tutors who provide
a high level of support and guidance, both pastorally and academically. This will enable students to
maximise their potential both working as an individual and as part of a wider community.
Our Sixth Form Community has a dedicated work space with access to the latest technologies, including
an individual laptop for the duration of student time in the Sixth Form. Sixth Form students have full
access to the resources of the school that include the state of the art Science laboratories, ICT suites, Art
and Media rooms, Performing Arts facilities and a wide range of flexible learning spaces for use across
all subject areas.
Students follow a personalised programme of study with a wide range of A Level courses offered and all
students complete an Extended Project Qualification.
All students are encouraged to take an active part in Enrichment Activities, allowing them the opportunity
to take part in and develop new skills including leadership and mentoring of younger students.
Our Sixth Form is somewhere students can prepare for the next stage of their lives. The life of the Sixth
Form is about preparing all of our students for the outside world and equipping them with the skills,
qualifications and attitude needed to be successful. In this sense, motivation from all those associated
with the Sixth Form is key.

You will find further details on all subjects in this prospectus. We look forward to receiving your
application.
Mr J Doust
Key Stage 5 Manager

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS FOR THE SIXTH FORM

The level of challenge and difficulty has significantly increased over the past couple of years. Students in
Sixth Forms has now finder the academic demands and standard of work required from them has meant
that a lot more emphasis is now placed on independent learning. So students who join the Sixth Form at
Holy Trinity Academy will need to ensure that they have a strong set of GCSE results to help them bridge
the gap between Year 11 and Year 12.
Students will need to have attained the following academic standards if they wish to be considered for a
place in the Sixth Form:
i)

They will need at least 5 x Grade 5s and above) GCSE grades (including Maths and
English Language)

ii)

They will need a Grade 6 in the subject that they wish to study (or the subject / subjects
specified by the Departments if not studied at GCSE). You will find specific subject
requirements further on in the prospectus on the subject pages.

In addition to the academic requirements, the Application Form (located at the back of the prospectus)
will also require a reference from your school. The reference should inform us about your attendance and
punctuality, your behaviour record and attitude to learning. Holy Trinity Academy will also have to be
satisfied with this in order to join the Sixth Form.
All applicants will be interviewed by a member of the Senior Leadership Team prior to being offered a
place in the Sixth Form.
In the event that a student does not meet the criteria above, students may be offered support to choose
alternative courses within our Sixth Form or assistance and guidance on applying to courses at other
academic institutions.

Independent Learning
All students have time within the school day to undertake their own research and further their own learning.
Recognising the importance, but also the difficulties, of becoming an effective Independent learner, we don’t just
leave students to it. Each student will have study periods on their timetable, the majority of these are
supervised. It is expected that this time is used wisely to carry out further research and independent study.
Typically, we would expect students to carry out 4 or 5 hours independent study per subject per week. Therefore
students should use their time wisely. It is essential to start a regular routine of independent work, as often too little
can lead to serious underachievement and this can often be very difficult to repair.

Importance of Attendance
Attendance is a key factor to academic success. If you’re not in school then you will jeopardise your progress. As
an Academy, we understand the students become poorly and therefore may to too ill to attend school. We therefore, will support you upon you return to school.
We expect all students in Year 12 to attend school from 8.40 am - 3.15 pm. If they leave school for any reason, at
any time of the day they must have permission from the Head of Sixth Form and ensure that they sign in and out.
Medical appointments and driving lessons should be arranged for outside school hours, and proof is needed if this
is not possible.
We expect all 6th Form students to have a minimum attendance of 96%.
Attendance

Action

Above 96.0%

Holy Trinity Academy are pleased with your attendance. Students who have an
attendance of 96% or more will be rewarded throughout the year for their
commitment to their studies and the school community.

95.0% to 95.9%

Student will meet with their Form Tutor for a interview / discussion about their
attendance. The level of attendance will then be monitored by staff and
expected to come up to the minimal requirement.

93.0% to 94.9%

The Academy will contact home to discuss with parents / carers their concerns.
Some privileges may be withdrawn (e.g.: going off site at lunch time).

91.0% to 92.9%

The Academy will meet with parents and the student on a formal basis in school
to discuss the level of attendance. Measures will then be put in place to enable
the student to make up the time missed and we would expect to see a

Below 91%

The Academy will meet with parents and the student to discuss the future of
studying here at Holy Trinity Academy.

Sixth Form Personal Development
At Holy Trinity Academy Sixth Form we aim to develop the whole student and give them the tools with which they
can deal with life’s challenges whilst maintaining respect for themselves and for others around them.
In order to help our students develop in other areas of life, all Sixth Formers have ‘Enrichment’ lessons on their
timetable. This time has been allocated for students to organise, lead and participate in an activity that will help
them develop skills that they will benefit from. Enrichment activities that have taken place this year are: UCAS
applications; Apprenticeship fairs; Debating club; Football; Cross-country running; Golf; Work experience; Book
club; Classroom Assistants in KS3 / 4 lessons; Duke of Edinburgh.
During the year there are a number of Impact Days organised for Sixth Form which will help the students build
confidence and broaden their experiences. The course is designed to help prepare them for life after Holy Trinity
Academy, be it university, employment or other.
Through Careers Guidance students are actively encouraged, from the start, to research and develop their
knowledge of Higher Education courses available as well as the opportunities for GAP year, work experience and
apprenticeships. There is considerable help and advice given on applying to university, via UCAS, with excellent
support for those students wishing to aspire to Oxford or Cambridge Universities. The school works very closely
with local universities. In addition Students are prepared for the financial responsibilities they will encounter in
the world of work, as well as applying for student loans.
Good citizenship is integral to our Christian ethos. Students are encouraged to take an active role in the life of
the school and the wider community. Sixth Form students are leaders within their tutor groups and within the
School Council, liaising with the staff to improve the learning experience for all. They are given the opportunity
to practise their public speaking skills within Faculty and whole school assemblies. In addition Sixth Form
students are encouraged to support younger students through Peer Mentoring and to develop their reading
through recognised reading schemes.

Dress Code
Girls: i)
ii)

iii)
iv)
v)
vi)
vii)

viii)

White blouse with a collar (T-shirts / sleeveless styles are not acceptable)
Black or dark blue suit (trouser suit or skirt suit). Lycra / stretchy material skirts are
unsuitable. Straight, A-line or pleated are acceptable but must not fit too tightly. In terms of
the length of skirts then they should be no shorter than just above the knee. There are
spare skirts in the pastoral office.
Low-heeled black shoes
Flat black ankle boots are acceptable
Dark coloured socks (under trousers)
Black or neutral tights (no patterned or ribbed tights)
No shawls / scarves / coats inside the building
Your suit jacket must be the outer item of clothing worn at all times around the building –
these can be removed in the study areas or in lessons but must be on again when
students are moving around the building
NO facial piercings – nose studs to be confiscated if worn

If there is any doubt over an item of clothing, the sixth form team will determine if it is appropriate
for school
Boys: i)
ii)
iii)
iv)
v)
vi)

vii)
viii)

White shirt
Plain black or dark blue suit
Plain, smart tie
Black or brown shoes
Dark coloured socks
The suit jacket must be the outer item of clothing worn at all times around the building –
these can be removed in the study areas or in lessons but must be on again when
students are moving around the building
NO facial piercings – nose studs to be confiscated if worn
Hair can be no shorter than a Grade 2

If there is any doubt over an item of clothing, the sixth form team will determine if it is appropriate
for school

Mobile Phones & Electronic Devices
These may be brought into school. However, the only place these can be used is in the Sixth Form
Common Room itself during break and lunch. They must be switched off during lessons, tutor time,
private study and Acts of Collective Worship.
If a student is caught with their mobile out in view by a member of staff (or if the phone goes off in the
presence of a member of staff) that the phone will be confiscated. Students will then be able to collect
their mobile phone from the Main Office at the end of the school day.
Curriculum
Here at Holy Trinity, all Sixth Form students study for 3 A Levels. Some years we do have one or two
students study 4 A Levels but they tend to be the students who have exceptionally high GCSE results.
As a Christian school, all students study General / Core RE. This is taught by the RE Department for 3
lessons each fortnight. It is done through the EPQ qualification which will give them an additional 0.3 A
Level. Students will spend 2 years preparing and writing a 5,000 assignment on a religious theme of their
choosing. In addition to this, students will study and analyse the following issues:
Human rights, War, Refugees, The Environment, Bio-ethics and Family Life.
Particular focus is given to:
Life and Dignity of Human life, The Call to Family, Rights and Responsibilities, The Option For The Poor,
Dignity and Rights of Workers, Solidarity and God's Care for Creation.
Key Christian teaching and scholars are examined and studied as part of the taught / directed course.
Changes to AS / A2 Qualifications
Please be aware that all AS qualifications have now been ‘decoupled’ from the A2 qualification.
This means that the AS examination(s) you take at the end of Year 12 will result in a qualification in it’s own right.
If you continue studying a subject into Year 13 you must be aware that the AS qualification you gained in Year 12
will NOT contribute to your final grade and you will have to sit this examination again in Year 13 as well as sitting
your A2 examinations. This is something your teacher will discuss with you at the start of your course.
At Holy Trinity Academy, many subjects do not enter their students for the AS examinations at the end of Year 12.
The Academy does however have its own ‘Internal Assessment’ week in the summer term where all students are
required to sit and pass the internal assessments that each Department provides them with. Any student wishing
to progress into Year 13 must pass all 3 of their course examinations at this point.

Sixth Form Personal Development
At Holy Trinity Academy Sixth Form we aim to develop the whole student and give them the tools with which they
can deal with life’s challenges whilst maintaining respect for themselves and for others around them.
In order to help our students develop in other areas of life, all Sixth Formers have ‘Enrichment’ lessons on their
timetable. This time has been allocated for students to organise, lead and participate in an activity that will help
them develop skills that they will benefit from. Enrichment activities that have taken place this year are: UCAS
applications; Apprenticeship fairs; Sailing, Debating club; Football; Cross-country running; Golf; Work
experience; Book club; Classroom Assistants in KS3 / 4 lessons; Duke of Edinburgh.
During the year there are a number of Impact Days organised for Sixth Form which will help the students build
confidence and broaden their experiences. The course is designed to help prepare them for life after Holy Trinity
Academy, be it university, employment or other.
Through Careers Guidance students are actively encouraged, from the start, to research and develop their
knowledge of Higher Education courses available as well as the opportunities for GAP year, work experience and
apprenticeships. There is considerable help and advice given on applying to university, via UCAS, with excellent
support for those students wishing to aspire to Oxford or Cambridge Universities. The school works very closely
with local universities. In addition Students are prepared for the financial responsibilities they will encounter in
the world of work, as well as applying for student loans.
Good citizenship is integral to our Christian ethos. Students are encouraged to take an active role in the life of
the school and the wider community. Sixth Form students are leaders within their tutor groups and within the
School Council, liaising with the staff to improve the learning experience for all. They are given the opportunity
to practise their public speaking skills within Faculty and whole school assemblies. In addition Sixth Form
students are encouraged to support younger students through Peer Mentoring and to develop their reading
through recognised reading schemes.

Art [Level 3: AS / A]

OCR

INTRODUCTION:

We seek to provide a world class
creative education and enable our students to make
a positive social and cultural contribution.

Studying Art gives you the strongest possible
foundation for your future career, whatever and
wherever in the world that might be. Our economy
needs creative people, who can think laterally, take
risks and innovate. At HTA, creative students are
entrepreneurial and self-motivated. They imagine
things that do not yet exist and form artistic skills to
give shape to their imagination.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS / SUITABILITY:
Minimum of 6 Grade at GCSE in Art, Graphics
or Product Design and a minimum of 5 grade
in English. A submission of a strong portfolio.
You’ll need to have independence of mind for
developing your own ideas, a passion and
enthusiasm for art, an experience of working
with a variety of mediums and technologies
and a good sense of patience and commitment
to the course.

CONTENT:
Component 1: Portfolio of practical work showing
their personal response to either a
starting point, brief or scenario or
stimulus, devised and provided by
the students / Department
A related study: an extended
response of a guided minimum of
1000 words
Component 2: An early release paper will be
issued at the beginning of
February and will provide learners
with a number of themes, each
with a range of written and visual
starting points, briefs and stimuli

LEADS TO:
Art is required for ... architecture,
graphic design, advertising,
fashion, teaching, textiles, film
making, illustration, sculpture,
computer gaming, website
design, photography, product
design, publishing, animation, CAD,
jewellery making, art
historian, theatre & staging,
exhibition & events, landscaping
Some students apply to
universities for degree courses and
HNDs while others opt to take a
Foundation Course. Here they are
able to refine their skills and choose
an art specialism later.

ASSESSMENT:
1)

Coursework

2)

Set Task

60% weighting Internally Assessed has two areas, a personal study and a related
study consisting of a guided minimum of 1000 words of extended written response.
40% weighting Internally Assessed & Externally Moderated

15 hours over 3 day

Biology

Level 3: AS / A2

AQA

INTRODUCTION:
Biology is supremely relevant to
everybody, and it is of vital importance in any
understanding of the world around us. We may even
depend on a knowledge of Biology for our very survival.
Add to this its intrinsic fascination, and it is hard not to
become hooked.
Studying at Biology at Holy Trinity Academy will give you
the opportunity to ask any questions freely in a friendly
setting. You will be known personally by your tutors, and
always encouraged to reach your full potential.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS / SUITABILITY:
5 GCSEs at Grades A* - C or 5 - 8. GCSE
Biology grade 6 or Combined Science grade
6/6 or above. Grade 6 or above in
Mathematics is also essential.
Students need excellent communication skills
both verbally and written, an inquisitive mind
and good mathematical skills. The course suits
those with a passion for investigation, learning
and exploring different phenomena in the
fields of Biology.

CONTENT:
There are three components to the `A` Level:
Year 12

Component 1:
Basic Biochemistry and Cell
organisation.
Component 2:
Biodiversity & Physiology of
Body Systems.

Year 13

Component 1:
Energy for Life
Component 2:
Continuity of Life.
Component 3:
Requirements for Life

LEADS TO:
An A level in Biology can open
many doors. The analytical skills
you will develop may help towards
securing employment in many
sectors or further study at
university, such as:
Zoologist
Accounting
Biotechnologist
Vet
Pharmacist
Scenes of Crime officer
Nurse
Paramedic
Biomedical Scientist
Medicine / Dentistry

ASSESSMENT:
Summer of Year 13. Written examination for each component: 2 hours. Each Year 13 component worth 331/3 % of
qualification and is worth 100 marks.
Components 1 and 2:
Component 3:

A range of short and longer structured compulsory questions with a choice of one from two
essays. Assessment of core concepts will also be included.
Section A: 80 marks - a range of short and longer structured compulsory questions based
on the compulsory content with a choice of one from 2 essays. Assessment of core
Concepts will also be included.
Section B: 20 marks - short and longer structured questions from a choice of 1 out of 4
options.

Practical Endorsement—non exam. Assessment of practical competency.

Business [Level 3: AS / A]

INTRODUCTION:

AQA

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS / SUITABILITY:

Business is the academic study of different types of organisations and the main functions that are involved in
producing and selling a good or service.
To enjoy the subject you need to be interested in the
news & current business programmes, be prepared to
question the activities of businesses you visit and like to
discuss ideas and make recommendations based on
evidence and are comfortable with the fact there is rarely
only one suitable course of action.

GCSE Business Studies is not required but if
studied a minimum of a grade B. English and
Mathematics GCSE grade 5. Students must be
confident with numerical information.
There are many theoretical models and calcutions that can be used to analyse why different
businesses are successful and why they might
be struggling. This analysis can then be used
to make clear recommendations and / or
judgements about a specific context.

CONTENT:
LEADS TO:

Year 12: Content includes:
What is business? Managers, leadership and
decision making. Decision making to improve
marketing, operational performance, financial and
human resource performance
Year 13: Content includes:
Analyzing the strategic position of a business and
choosing strategic direction. Strategic methods:
how to pursue strategies and managing strategic
change.

An associated Degree,
Foundation degrees & Modern
apprenticeships

Setting up your own business – the
course will give the overall
understanding and the skills
required.
Most students will work in an
organisation at some point where
understanding of the ideas will be
relevant.

ASSESSMENT:
Paper 1:

120 mins

33.3% weighting

Externally assessed

Paper 2:

120 mins

33.3% weighting

Externally assessed

Paper 3:

120 mins

33.3% weighting

Externally assessed

Assessment methods range from multiple-choice questions, short answer questions and essay questions generally
based upon a business context.

Chemistry

Level 3: AS / A2

INTRODUCTION:

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS / SUITABILITY:

Chemistry is fundamental to our modern world. It touches
all aspects of our lives, from food and health to materials,
energy and the environment.
Understanding Chemistry not only helps us to answer the
big question ‘what is the world made of?’, it is essential if
we are to find solutions to many of the challenges facing
our world.
With so many opportunities and diverse applications, it is
a fascinating subject and A level Chemistry is the first
step.

5 GCSEs at Grades A* - C or 5 - 9. GCSE
Chemistry grade 6 or Combined Science
grade 6/6 or above. Grade 6 or above in
Mathematics is also essential.
Students need excellent communication skills
both verbally and written, an inquisitive mind
and good mathematical skills. The course suits
those with a passion for investigation, learning
and exploring different phenomena in the fields

CONTENT:
A Level Chemistry is a two year course covering
aspects of physical, inorganic and organic
chemistry.
Topics include:
Physical chemistry:

atomic structure, bonding,
thermodynamics, kinetics
and electrochemical cells

Inorganic chemistry:

periodicity, Group 2, Group
7 and the Transition
Metals

Organic Chemistry:

isomerism, carbonyls,
amines, polymers, bio
chemistry, synthesis and
spectroscopy

LEADS TO:
The opportunities are almost
endless, but a Chemistry related
degree could lead to career options
including;
Analytical chemist
Chemical engineer
Biochemist
Pharmacist or pharmacologist
Medicine
Research scientist
Toxicologist
Accountant
Environmental protection &
monitoring Law
Education

ASSESSMENT:
At the end of




AQA

year 13 through three written exam papers.
Paper 1: 2 hours, 105 marks, 35%
Paper 2: 2 hours, 105 marks, 35%
Paper 3: 2 hours, 90 marks, 30%

In addition, there is ongoing practical skills assessment over the course of years 12 and 13.

Computer Science

OCR

Level 3: AS / A2

INTRODUCTION:

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS / SUITABILITY:

Computer Science is about understanding how
computer systems work. Computers pervade
every aspect of modern life. The microprocessor
which lies at the heart of every computing system
is found absolutely everywhere, from the PC on
your desk to laptops, PDAs, mobile phones, cars
and microwave ovens. At the end of the course
you will have an excellent understanding of how it
all works.

Grade B Computer Science
or
Grade 6 or above in Mathematics or B (6) or
above in Science

CONTENT:
LEADS TO:

You will cover the following topics:-








The Components of a Computer System,
Software, Hardware, Data Representation,
Structure and
Management in Information Systems, Data
Transmission, Implications of Computer Use,
Designing
Solutions to Problems, the Structure of Procedural Programs, Data Types and Data Structures,
Common Facilities of Procedural Languages,
Writing Maintainable Programs, High Level
and Low
Level Programming and Databases.

Students can go on to successful
careers in a wide range of
organisations including banking,
finance, management, and the
major software houses, where they
work mainly on analysis, design,
implementation and maintenance of
software applications and systems.

ASSESSMENT:
1)

Information Systems

Exam paper

60% weighting

2)

ICT Project

Coursework

40% weighting

Dance

Level 3: AS / A2

INTRODUCTION:
A Level Dance takes both a practical and equally, a
critical analytical approach to the world of dance. The
practical component is concerned with performance and
choreography and the critical engagement component is
a study of specific selected areas of dance from those
chosen by the examination board as well as an
understanding of personal choreographic and
performance processes.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS / SUITABILITY:
5 GCSEs at Grades A* - C or 5 - 8. GCSE.
GCSE Dance Grade 6 would be useful but it is
not compulsory to have taken dance at GCSE
level. However a practiced level of
performance is a pre requisite.

CONTENT:
Component 1: Performance and Choreography.
The choreography & performance of a solo in response
to a selected question from the examination board.
Performance in a duo or trio choreographed by the
teacher in collaboration with the students.
Component 2: Critical Engagement
Two chosen areas of study, one of which is compulsory
– Rambert Dance Company, and the other selected from
four additional areas, The romantic ballet period, The
origins of American modern dance 1900 – 1945,
American jazz dance and The independent
contemporary dance scene in Britain 2000 – current.
The reflection and understanding of own choreographic
and performance practice.

LEADS TO:
As with any other A Level, this
qualification counts towards entry
into university.
In terms of specialist study, it can
lead to a degree in dance studies.
There is a diverse range of careers
in dance, ranging from mainstream
teaching to performance to
freelance and/or administrative and
promotional work.

ASSESSMENT:
Component 1: Performance & Choreography
External written exam (weighting: 50%)
Component 2: Critical Engagement
This component is worth 80 marks and is 50% of the AS level.

AQA

Length of exam: 120mins

English Literature & Language
Level 3: AS / A2

INTRODUCTION:

AQA

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS / SUITABILITY:

Do you have a love of Language and enjoy the
challenges novels, plays and poetry offer? Then A’ Level
Language & Literature could be the right course for you!

5 GCSEs at A*-C or Grades 5 - 8. Students
are required to have achieved a Grade B/6 in
both GCSE English Literature and GCSE
English Language.

We would like you to have an interest in analysing a
range of literary texts, whilst having the ability to engage
creatively and critically when exploring and interpreting
the meaning within texts.

Candidates who study this course must have a
love of reading! You should be interested in
creative writing and should enjoy exploring
language. You should also have the ability to
construct a critical argument and select precise quotations from a text. Independent learning and research is an important

You will have the opportunity to learn the frameworks of
language and to consider how these affect your
interpretations.

CONTENT:
Year 12
Component 1: Candidates will study an Anthology
of various texts in which they will complete a piece
of creative writing based on one of these texts and
an analytical essay.
Component 2: Candidates explore two texts (e.g.
‘Dracula’ by Bram Stoker and ‘Oleanna’ by Mamet).
Year 13
Component 3: Voices in Speech and Writing
Candidates will study an Anthology and a play (e.g.
‘Top Girls’ by Caryl Churchill).
Component 4: Varieties in Language & Literature
Candidates will study two texts (e.g. ’The Great
Gatsby’ by F. Scott Fitzgerald and ‘Othello’ by
Shakespeare) and there will also be an unseen
element to the exam.

LEADS TO:
Studying Language and Literature
means you can go on to pursue
careers in a diverse range of roles
and sectors. Often English
graduates will choose to utilise their
strong communication skills, along
with their detailed knowledge of the
written word. Popular career
options are Journalism and jobs
within the media industry.
Graduates in English are able to
use their skills to work within
editorial or production within print,
online or broadcast media.
Publishing careers are also another
popular option for those who have a
love of Language and Literature.

ASSESSMENT:
Year 13 Paper 1

External written exam (weighting: 40%)

Length of exam: 150mins

Year 13 Paper 2:

External written exam (weighting: 40%)

Length of exam: 150mins

Year 13 : Coursework (weighting: 20%)

French

Level 3: AS / A2

INTRODUCTION:

OCR

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS / SUITABILITY:

This is the opportunity to gain a deeper understanding of
the mechanisms of the French language and to
experience how another culture really works.

Grade B at GCSE with an A in your controlled
assessment.

CONTENT:
The themes at A-level are social, intellectual,
historical, political and cultural. This will allow you to
develop your linguistic knowledge and cultural
understanding of the countries and communities
where the language is spoken. There is also the
opportunity to study literature and film allows a
more focussed study of language structures.

LEADS TO:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Spoken Expression and
Response in French
Understanding and Written
Response in French
Understanding and Spoken
Response in French
Research, Understanding
and Written Response in
French

Proficiency in a second language
increases your earnings! Whether
you continue with French at
university or not. Possible careers
include translation or teaching. A
second language will broaden your
horizons
ASSESSMENT:
1)

Paper 1

Reading / Writing / Translation

2)

Paper 2

Reading / Writing / Translation

3)

Paper 3

Speaking

(Internally Assessed)

4)

Paper 4

Speaking

(Externally Assessed)

Geography [Level 3: AS / A]

OCR

INTRODUCTION:
There has never been a better or more
important time to study geography. With growing interest
in issues such as climate change, migration,
environmental degradation and social cohesion,
geography is one of the most important subjects you
could choose to study. Geographers are also highly
employable.
Whatever your passion for the world … Geography will
provide you with knowledge and transferable skills that
will reward you personally and advance you
professionally.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS / SUITABILITY:
Students wishing to study A Level Geography
need to achieve a grade B or 6 in GCSE
Geography and have 5 GCSEs at A*-C or
Grades 5 - 8.
Students should be prepared to undergo
Fieldwork both in terms of its investigation and
analysis, so you’ll need to enjoy the outdoors
work and using your own powers of thought.
.

CONTENT:
Year 12:

Unit 1: Landscape Systems
(Coastal Geography
Option A)
Unit 2: Changing Spaces &
Making Places (Fieldwork)

Year 13:

Unit 3: Geographical Debates
(Climate Change &
Disease Dilemmas)
Unit 4: Controlled Assessment

LEADS TO:
An A Level in Geography can lead
to a range of exciting career
opportunities including Civil
Service, Law, Armed Services,
Environmental Management,
Business and Town and Country
Planning.
Many students go on to study
Geography at university or apply for
higher apprenticeships in the areas
of employment mentioned above.

ASSESSMENT:
Year 13 Unit 1: Landscape Systems
External written exam

(weighting: 22%)

Length of exam: 90mins

Year 13 Unit 2: Changing Spaces & Making Places
External written exam (weighting: 22%)

Length of exam: 90mins

Year 13 Unit 3: Geographical Debates
External written exam (weighting: 36%)

Length of exam: 150mins

Year 13 Unit 4: Controlled Assessment
Moderated & Submitted (weighting: 22%)

History [Level 3: AS / A]

INTRODUCTION:

OCR

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS / SUITABILITY:

“To remain ignorant of what happened before you were
born is to remain always a child” Cicero, 106-43 BC.
If you enjoyed your GCSE History course then A Level
History may be the subject for you. You should enjoy
finding out information for yourself, asking questions of
historical sources, looking at both sides of an
argument and making your own arguments

Grade 6 or above in History and a Grade 6 or
above in English. Students need good
communication skills both verbally and through
written essays. You‘ll need to be prepared to
develop your skills at asking questions,
sometimes awkward questions; you have
learned not to take everything at face value.
You have to develop empathy and
understanding of the actions and
achievements of others; you have to be
prepared to put your case and argue it well;
you have to use evidence to draw conclusions
and make judgements.

CONTENT:
There are four components to the `A` Level as
follows:
Unit 1: British period study – England 1445 to
1509: Lancastrians, Yorkists and Henry VII
Unit 2: Non British study – The USA in the 19th
Century: Westward Expansion and Civil War 1803
to c.1890
Unit 3: Thematic study and historical
interpretations – Rebellion and Disorder under The
Tudors 1485 to 1603
Unit 4 – Coursework – developed from Unit 2

LEADS TO:
History is excellent training for any
career where you have to use
evidence or make decisions,
especially where those decisions
affect other people. History
students are not just limited to
"becoming another history
teacher" (unless they want to of
course!) Nor are they destined to
gather dust in a museum or library
(again unless they want to!) There
are so many careers out there that
require the skills that a study of
history can bring; law, medicine,
business, accountancy, tourism,
town planning, politics, journalism,
research to name but a few!”

ASSESSMENT:
Unit 1 British period study
External written exam

(weighting: 25%)

Length of exam: 90mins

Unit 2 Non British study
External written exam

(weighting: 15%)

Length of exam: 60mins

Unit 3 Thematic study and historical interpretations
External written exam (weighting: 40%)
Unit 4 Coursework
Moderated & Submitted (weighting: 20%)

Length of exam: 150mins

Mathematics

Level 3: AS / A2

INTRODUCTION:

EDEXCEL

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS / SUITABILITY:

Mathematics is an excellent choice for A Level studies.
The course develops not only pure mathematics skills,
but also the analysis and problem-solving skills which are
essential in our technology-driven world.
Mathematics is a highly-regarded subject by both
university and apprenticeship selection panels, as it is a
good indicator of a candidate’s potential. Mathematics
sits equally well with all A levels. Students benefit from
our small class sizes, as staff are able to offer one-to-one
support if needed.

5 GCSEs at grades 5 - 9, with a GCSE Grade
6+ in Mathematics or preferably higher.
Students need to be able to think logically and
analytically to solve complex problems. They
also must be driven and able to manage private study. A Level Mathematics is challenging
but rewarding and best suits students who enjoy algebra.

CONTENT:
Pure Mathematics
Proof, Algebra & Functions, Co-ordinate Geometry,
Sequences & Series, Trigonometry, Exponentials &
Logarithms, Differentiation, Integration, Numerical
Methods and Vectors
Statistics
Statistical Sampling, Data Presentation &
Interpretation, Probability, Statistical Distributions
and Statistical Hypothesis Testing
Mechanics
Quantities & Units, Kinematics, Forces & Newton’s
laws and Moments

ASSESSMENT:
1)

Paper 1

Pure Mathematics 1

120mins

2)

Paper 2

Pure Mathematics 2

120mins

3)

Paper 3

Statistics & Mechanics 120mins

LEADS TO:
Mathematics opens the door to
many varied careers, and, as a
recent survey has shown, those
with Mathematics A level earn an
average of 10% more than their
peers. Those with Mathematics A
level find themselves in a wide
range of careers, including
obviously all branches of
engineering and science. However,
there are many less obvious
careers such as sports technology,
nursing, actuarial and risk
assessment, sound technology,
armed forces officer training,
brokerage and commodity dealers.

Music [Level 3: AS / A]

INTRODUCTION:
A Level Music combines the three key areas of Music performing, composing and listening. In both the AS and
A Level qualifications, students explore Areas of Study,
using the Western Classical Tradition as a compulsory
module plus two additional areas.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS / SUITABILITY:
Although a GCSE grade 6 at Music is
preferable, strong performing skills and experience on an instrument or voice is essential to
meet the demands of the course.

Students will explore a variety of set works as well as
learning to analyse unfamiliar pieces and genres.
Students perform as an instrumentalist or vocalist, in
addition to writing two compositions, one to a brief, and
one as a free choice work.

CONTENT:
Component 1- Appraising Music
Listening and written questions using excerpts of
music
Component 2- Performance
Assesses solo and / or ensemble performing as and
instrumentalist or vocalist. A minimum of 6 minutes
performing time is needed for AS Level, and a
minimum of 10 minutes for A Level.
Component 3- Composition

AQA

LEADS TO:
As with any other A Level, this
qualification counts towards entry
into university. In terms of specialist
study, it can lead to a degree in
music. There is a diverse range of
careers in music, ranging from
mainstream teaching to
performance to freelance and / or
administrative and promotional
work.

Students compose a piece of music to a set brief by
the exam board, and another as a free choice piece
of music.

ASSESSMENT:
Component 1: Exam paper

40% weighting

Component 2: Internal Assessment & Externally Moderated

30% weighting

Component 3: Internal Assessment & Externally Moderated

30% weighting

Physical Education [Level 3: AS / A]

INTRODUCTION:

EDEXCEL

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS / SUITABILITY:

The qualification is designed to support progression to
higher education when taken as part of a programme of
study that includes other A level subjects.

At least a grade B (6) at GCSE PE or
equivalent. If not studied, a grade B (6) in
Science.

This A level combines elements from Biology, Chemistry,
Psychology and Sports. You would also need to be
prepared to delve in Business and Media to examine how
Sport operates in the wider world.

CONTENT:
Applied anatomy and physiology including exercise
physiology
Skill acquisition and sports psychology
Sport and society
Practical sport and performance analysis

LEADS TO:
Allows students to progress to
higher education and to a wide
range of careers including:
Sports science,
PE teacher,
Physiotherapist,
Professional sportsperson,
Sports coach/consultant
Sports policy at local and national
level,
Diet and fitness instructor

ASSESSMENT:
1) Scientific Principles Of Physical Education

Written Examination

150mins

40% weighting

2) Psychological & Social Principles

Written Examination

120mins

30% weighting

3) Practical Performance

Externally Moderated

15% weighting

4) Performance Analysis & Development Programme

Externally Moderated

15% weighting

Physics

AQA

Level 3: AS / A2

INTRODUCTION:

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS / SUITABILITY:

Physics is the study of matter, energy, and the interaction
between them. Physics is about asking fundamental
questions and trying to answer them by observing and
experimenting.

5 GCSEs at Grades A* - C or 5 - 9. GCSE
Physics grade 6 or Combined Science grade
6/6. Grade 6 or above in Mathematics is also
essential.

Physicists ask big questions like; how did the Universe
begin?

Physics course is ideal for anyone who is
interested in why the universe is the way that it
is and how the universe works from the
smallest subatomic particles to the furthest
reaches of space. Students should not be
content with the usual “because it does” sort of
answers. Instead they should enjoy thinking for
themselves and analysing complex issues.

How will the Universe change in the future? What are the
building blocks of matter?

CONTENT:
LEADS TO:

Year 12:
Mechanics • Electric circuits • Experimental
methods • Waves and the particle nature of light •
Materials
Year 13:
Further mechanics • Electric and magnetic fields •
Nuclear and particle physics • Thermodynamics •
Space • Nuclear radiation • Gravitational fields •
Oscillations • Experimental methods

It’s not just rocket science:
Physics is the route to so many
careers, from predicting climate
change to designing computer
games. Students take up university
courses in such fields of study as
Engineering, Architecture, Materials
Technology, Design & Production,
Finance, Telecommunications,
Medicine, Astronomy &
Astrophysics, Meteorology,
Archaeology and Education.
Graduates in STEM can expect to
receive amongst the highest
salaries of all new recruits.

ASSESSMENT:
Year 13 Paper 1:

Advanced Physics 1
External written exam

(weighting: 30%)

Length of exam: 105mins

Year 13 Paper 2:

Advanced Physics 2
External written exam

(weighting: 30%)

Length of exam: 105mins

Year 13 Paper 3:

General & Practical Principles In Physics
External written exam (weighting: 40%)

Length of exam: 150mins

Your practical skills will also be assessed over the course of year 12 and 13.

Product Design [Level 3: AS / A]

INTRODUCTION:
Design and technology is an area of study that focuses
on planning, designing and creating products which
people use. With any product, someone had to spend a
great deal of time thinking about how to make it look
aesthetically pleasing and function well as a product.
That's what design and technology is all about!
While studying this subject, you can learn how to design
and make anything from electronics, clothing, furniture
and even programmable products. By studying design
and technology, you’ll be able to build up your
creativity, problem solving, planning, and evaluation
skills.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS / SUITABILITY:
GCSE Design and Technology: Grade B
Design and technology goes well with art, but
also science and technology subjects,
including physics, maths, chemistry and IT.
When it comes to the sciences, having
knowledge of how physical and chemical
processes work can come in handy when
designing different products.

CONTENT:
1)

2)

Materials and Components
Design and Market Influences
Processes and Manufacture
Product Analysis
Commercial Manufacture

LEADS TO:
Design and technology can set you
up for a career in a wide variety of
industries such as fashion,
engineering, architecture,
information technology, careers in
hospitality, and even education.
Popular careers for people with
design and technology
qualifications include: product
designer, architect, software
engineer, graphic design, civil
engineer, industrial designer etc.

ASSESSMENT:
Exam Paper 1: Externally assessed written paper

30% weighting

Exam Paper 2 Externally assessed written paper

20% weighting

Coursework:

50% weighting

Internally Assesed & Externally Moderated

AQA

Religious Studies [Level 3: AS / A]

INTRODUCTION:

EDUQAS

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS / SUITABILITY:

Our aim is to help the students develop a range a of skills
including the ability to think religiously, philosophically
and ethically about a range of issues and to draw
logical conclusions from the results of their research. We
support them in developing skills that will enable them to
communicate effectively through a variety of mediums.
We aim to help our students enhance their research
skills, their ability to justify their views, consider the implications of the theories they study and produce a well
rounded learner who has the ability to think for themselves.

Grade 6 or above in Religious Education and a
Grade 5 or above in English.
Students need good communication skills;
both verbally and through written essays. The
course suits those with a passion for asking
vital questions about the existence of all things
and a healthy sense of curiosity. Students will
be expected to analyse philosophical and
ethical matters in groups and on their own.

CONTENT:
Year 12 Philosophy: Cosmological Argument;
Teleological Argument; Ontological Argument;
Problem of Evil; Religious Experience
Year 12 Ethics: Divine Command Theory; Virtue
Ethics; Natural Law; Situation Ethics; Utilitarianism
Year 12 Christianity: Jesus’ Birth & Resurrection;
Bible; Nature of God; Atonement; Religious Life
Year 13 Philosophy: Religious Language;
Religion and Psychology; Atheism
Year 13 Ethics: Meta-Ethics; Freewill and
Determinism; Natural Law; Proportionalism

LEADS TO:
Religious Studies is much sought
after by universities. A significant
number of A Level students go on
to study Theology or Philosophy at
university.
Careers vary from the Banking
sector and the Armed Forces to the
more vocational careers such as
Teaching, the Medical profession
and Social work. Some students
have been employed in the
Environmental sector with this
qualification.

Year 13 Christianity: Attitudes to Wealth,
Migration & Equality; Religion & Society; Religion &
Science; Ecumenism, Liberation Theology
ASSESSMENT:
Year 13 Unit 1: Study of Religion: Christianity
External written exam (weighting: 33.3%)

Length of exam: 120 mins

Year 13 Unit 2: Philosophy of Religion
External written exam (weighting: 33.3%)

Length of exam: 120 mins

Year 13 Unit 3: Religion and Ethics
External written exam

Length of exam: 120 mins

(weighting: 33.3%)

