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Develop inference skills by making judgements on 
the way in which the emotions of the speaker are 
presented in When We Two Parted, by Lord Byron.



How is the speaker portrayed?

How is the relationship portrayed?

How does Byron use form, structure and language?

What parallels are there with the other poems?



What inferences
can you make 

about the 
speaker’s 

relationship 
from these five 

images? 



Video
clip

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/zxqxnbk
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/zxqxnbk


When we two parted

In silence and tears,

Half broken-hearted

To sever for years,

Pale grew thy cheek and cold,

Colder thy kiss;

Truly that hour foretold

Sorrow to this.



The dew of the morning

Sank chill on my brow –

It felt like the warning

Of what I feel now.

Thy vows are all broken,

And light is thy fame;

I hear thy name spoken,

And share in its shame.



They name thee before me,

A knell in mine ear;

A shudder come o'er me –

Why wert thou so dear?

They know not I knew thee,

Who knew thee too well –

Long, long shall I rue thee,

Too deeply to tell.



In secret we met –

In silence I grieve,

That thy heart could forget,

Thy spirit deceive.

If I should meet thee

After long years,

How should I greet thee? –

With silence and tears.



I’ve made four
points for each 
quotation.  

Your job is to 
choose the most 
convincing ones…



P Choose one of the four points.

Q Retrieve a supporting quotation.

A Write a detailed supporting analysis.



P The coldness of the new morning amplifies the 
mournful tone of the first stanza.

Q ‘The dew of the morning / Sunk chill on my brow’

A

The ‘chill’ on the speaker’s brow is a sombre image
that reflects the speaker’s deep sadness and 
dissatisfaction at the relationship having come to 
an end.  Ordinarily, the dawn of a new day might 
be used to symbolise new beginnings and convey a 
sense of optimism.  Here, however, the cold dew 
helps to signify that he is still in a wretched state…



Reveals Amplifies However

Emphasises Arguably Furthermore

Implies Secondly Finally



1
Is each point supported and fully developed? Remember that 
it’s important to write in-depth about carefully selected parts 
of the poem.

2
Is the written expression appropriately precise and formal?  
Make sure that informal language (e.g. slang or language that is 
vague) has not been used.

3
Is the writing technically accurate? Look carefully at the work 
and identify spelling, punctuation and grammatical errors; 
please also make the necessary corrections.

4
Have a range of reporting and analysing verbs been used to 
help express and develop the points? Remember that each 
verb has a subtly different meaning. 

5
Are you impressed with the overall quality of the work? Think
about whether you’d be happy to submit this as your own 
response.



Now it’s your 
turn…  

Make two 
inferences on each 
quotation.


